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Fire Safety



Agenda

• Fire Safety – What’s new for you in 2026?
• Fire Code Changes related to CO alarms
• Smoke and CO alarm maintenance
• Replacement
• Fire Alarm and Life Safety Systems

• Fire Safety – Lithium-Ion Battery Safety
• What should you know?
• Where do you get help or advice?
• Storage and disposal?

• General Fire Safety trends
• What do we see most often related to alarms?
• How can you best protect your sites?



Changes to the Ontario Fire Code

CO Alarms are now 
required on ALL LEVELS 
of your home.

Combination devices 
(SA/CO) meet this 
requirement.

TBM FD recommends 
hard-wired with 10 yr 
sealed battery back-up.

Replace devices with 
“like” devices.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
January 01 2026 – some changes to the Ontario Fire Code require additional CO detection where it was not previously required.



Smoke/CO alarm maintenance

TESTING – most 
manufacturers recommend 
WEEKLY tests

How to test?

Why do you test?

Preventative Maintenance 
– vacuum cleaning devices 
regularly will help to reduce 
false alarms.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How – use the test button – if interconnected – test multiple devices / rotate test device monthly.  Test pull stations if equipped at least monthly
Why – to ensure the audible alarm, sensor(s) and electronics are functioning correctly
PM – Vacuum or blow out (keyboard cleaner) – to reduce false alarm risk



When to replace

• Most devices are a 10 yr life 
span.

• Check the date
• Use the same devices 

throughout your home – don’t 
mix n match

• Sealed back-up battery or 
replacement batteries?

• Can I use rechargeable batteries 
in my devices?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NO RECHARGEABLE batteries in smoke/CO alarms unless manufacturer approved



Assistance
• Do you need help 

understanding what 
you need and where 
you need it?

• Where can you get 
advice?

• Supplier

• Fire Department

• Electrician or Life 

Safety Technicians

• HOA, Condo Board, or 

Property Manager



Batteries
• What are they?
• Where are they?
• What type of batteries do I 

have?
• Are they safe to use?
• What are the risks with 

batteries?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What – energy cells – reaction between materials generates energy
Where – batteries are in literally everything today.  Disposable vs re-chargeable, OEM vs aftermarket, modified or damaged
Type – ranges from alkaline, lithium, NiCad, NiMh, Lead Acid, Gel (AGM), Sealed and Lithium-Ion.  Varieties are endless
Safe – Batteries are generally a safe form of energy when used correctly, as designed and intended.  Batteries modified from original configurations, damaged, or used in manners not recommended are potentially a fire risk.
Risks – Damaged batteries, chargers, assemblies, water or liquid contamination, impact, life cycle, uses other than original design, chargers damaged or cords damaged, left on charge, wrong charger, etc.



Battery 
Safety

What are the risks with 
batteries?

What should I watch for?

How do I use batteries 
safely?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Risks – fire, explosion, leaks, chemical reactions
Watch For – signs of bulging, distortion, thermal damage, arcing, heat, do not operate.  Watch the charger for failure to charge, heating, damage.  Cords – may be damaged, heating, broken conductors.
Safe Use – use only OEM chargers, OEM batteries, in the device intended to be used, do not leave on charge for extended periods of time, remove from the device when not in use, stop using if it does not operate correctly.



Risks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Visual indications of damage or battery failure should not be ignored.



Risks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Modifying batteries or chargers from original configurations may result in premature failure of the battery, charger, power cords or the circuit providing power to the charger.

Charging batteries should be in conformance with manufacturer directions.

Devices like phones, laptops, tablets, or any charger – require space around them to dissipate heat during the charging process.



Risks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Use only manufacturer approved chargers, cords, batteries

Loose or modified connections produce resistance at the connection, causing heat in places not intended to dissipate it.



Disposal
• Batteries are NOT regular garbage

• Cover / tape battery contacts for 
disposal.

• Store waste batteries away from 
household combustibles.

• Check with your community Solid 
Waste re drop off for waste batteries.

• CDN Tire, Home Depot, Rona and 
other large retailers have battery drop 
off locations.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Do NOT dispose of batteries in regular garbage or recycling



Battery Safety

DO NOT use batteries that are damaged.DO NOT use

STOP using batteries that get abnormally hot when charging or when in use.STOP

ONLY USE OEM chargers and batteries.USE

DO NOT leave batteries on extended charge.  DO NOT leave

ONLY charge batteries on hard surfaces.Charge



Most common Responses to Churches

• Fire alarms such as a system found in a commercial building, 
multi-unit residential, restaurant, school, church, community 
center, etc.

• Residential – Stand alone alarms bundled with security 
systems OR residential alarms like smoke/CO alarms, 
interconnected smoke/CO, Interconnected with manual pull 
stations, etc.

• Maintenance and testing for either type is key to ensuring 
reliable operation and detection.

Alarms:



Most 
common 
response 

related 
issues

• Alarm monitoring maintenance – 3rd party monitoring 
contracts lapsed – not renewed, not functioning, site 
contacts not up to date.

• Alarm system maintenance, inspection, and testing 
not done or deficiencies not corrected.

• Fire protection / suppression system maintenance, 
inspection, and testing not done or deficiencies not 
corrected.

• Kitchen systems not maintained, not cleaned, or not 
connected to fire alarm.

• Housekeeping – storage locations, contents, excess, 
storage obstructing fire protection.

• Access routes and exterior access to fire protection 
obstructed.

• Fire Safety Plan – training, drills, staff appointments or 
assigned responsibilities not clear.



Alarm monitoring

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Alarm panel receives the alarm from the device, relays alarm info to the data terminal, data terminal calls the monitoring station, monitoring station calls 911, and any persons listed in your site contract regarding the alarm.  There is no delay in notifying 911.  (Required to receive the alarm in 60 seconds or less from the device activation, 120 seconds or less to notify 911)



Fire Alarm Maint., Test, Inspect…  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Health check for your system -  Check, inspect, test to ensure operation of every device and ancillary equipment.



Fire Protection Systems – Inspections, Testing, Maintenance
 Annual, Semi-annual, Monthly, Weekly requirements.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sprinkler, standpipe, special fire suppression systems – Check, Inspect Test.



Kitchens and 
cooking equipment
• Equipment cleaning and 

maintenance
• Exhaust system type and 

installation
• Exhaust cleaning and 

inspection
• Fire suppression systems 

maintenance, inspection, 
testing

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Any cooking producing grease laden vapour…  The debate is usually around whether or not your cooking produces grease laden vapour.  If you use oils in any capacity, butter, tallow, lard, fat, etc., you ARE producing grease vapour.



Storage
• Maintain a minimum of 18” clearance from sprinkler heads 

and fire alarm devices
• Avoid stacking to the ceiling
• Do not obstruct access to Exits, fire extinguishers, emergency 

lights, and exit signs



Fire Dept Connections

• Should be well marked – visible from the 
street or Fire Access Route.

• Year – round access maintained

• Capped – secure but not too tight

• Flushed and tested per NFPA 13, 14, and 25

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Your service provider, conducting inspections, tests and maintenance should be advising you of deficiencies.

General non-specific concerns don’t require specialized inspection to identify or correct.  (Vegetation growth, physical obstructions, parking)



Fire Routes
• Maintained year round
• Free of obstructions  at 

all times
• Ensures FD access to 

key site points and 
emergency equipment is 
free and clear

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Identify and maintain fire routes free of obstructions – no parking, snow removal, routes are clear a minimum of 5M high above the route.



Fire Safety 
Plans and 
Practice

• Review and test your approved fire safety plan
• Plan Fire Drills and evaluate the effectiveness of your plans
• Involve the right people to practice – staff, management, 

consultants, service providers, Fire Departments

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you don’t test your plan – how will you know it works?  Are there areas to refine/adjust/re-train identified during your drills?



Fire Safety for 
Churches and other 
areas of worship

• What is required for churches? 

• Are there exemptions for churches and areas of worship?

• How do I know what applies to my building?

• How can the community help reduce the impact of a fire?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Required – FSP, FA, Monitoring, depends on age, uses, re-models, sleeping quarters, etc.

Exemptions – Fire Code – Retro fit requirements are different for areas of worship only.  (may be exempt from detection / suppression in those areas only)

How do I know – ASK…  Contact fire prevention for inspections and advice, Insurance auditors should be offering advice or recommendations, Code consultants may be able to assist with questions or concerns or even clarify recommendations or violations.

Community – awareness, engagement, signage, education, practice – lead by example.



Pam’s suggestions:

Legal responsibilities - following fire codes and safety rules, 
and what plans and paperwork should be in place

Common fire risks - candles, portable heaters, old wiring, 
storage, large events

Prevention – practical ways to reduce fire risks

Fire Safety training – whether training is needed, how often it 
should happen, and what it should cover

Partnerships with local fire departments – why it’s important 
and what fire departments have to offer our churches

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Partnerships are great – mutually agreed inspection schedules may be a great start, assistance with fire drills or staff training may be available.



Fire Safety Plans

It’s not just a box at your front 
door

Responsibilities, actions and 
specific details are included in 
the plan

OFC 2.8 requires the plan to be 
developed, approved and 
implemented in assembly 
occupancies

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
FSP – your municipality may have specific needs for the FSP – check with your fire prevention division
Responsibilities are assigned for occupant safety, maintenance, inspection, testing and checks
Ontario Fire Code Part 2.8 refers directly to emergency planning.



Common Fire Risks for Assembly occupancies
Open flame – candles pose a significant risk.

Temporary wiring – Extension cords, power 
bars, adapters, etc.

Old Wiring – low-capacity circuits carrying high-
capacity loads

Temporary appliances – De-humidifiers, AC, 
space heaters

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Common Risks – Candles – use in designated areas only, supervised, as small as possible, stable bases / holders.  
Temp wiring should be avoided as much as possible.  
Wiring and appliances should be used in accordance with the manufacturer instructions.  
CSA or UL/ULC approved only.  Using the cheapest cords or the cheapest appliances may lead to failure causing a fire.




Fire Prevention

• De-clutter regularly – storage in designated 
areas only, not interfering with fire protection or 
detection

• Avoid mixed storage – combinations of some 
materials pose a higher risk of accidental fire in 
storage – designate storage of like materials 
with like materials.

• Regular self-audits or inspections for 
common hazards (workplace inspection 
routine)

• Engage your local Fire Department in regular 
inspections and for advice to reduce your risk.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Prevention – good housekeeping, self audit, engage your fire services for inspection and education opportunities




Training
• Fire Safety Plan – staff training and 

review of the approved fire safety plan is 
an annual requirement.

• Fire Drills – At least annually – may be 
more frequent, staff drills test the 
understanding of their assigned roles.

• 3rd party Consultant – Agencies 
providing assistance to develop fire 
safety plans, staff training, fire drills, and 
inspection assistance may be of help to 
train staff, supervisors, or managers.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Legal – Fire Code, FSP, Inspections, Insurance Recommendations
Training – Use a reputable code consultant.  Ask FD or Ins for recommendations.  Review and practice approved FSP’s




Partnerships 
– Fire 

Departments

Municipal Fire Services may engage with 
community groups and churches on 
request.

Fire Prevention Inspections may reveal 
Fire Code violations to be corrected.

Fire Department Public Education is 
also an asset of benefit to the church, 
church properties, staff and leadership, to 
assist with training, drills and events.



Resources
• www.ecclesiastical.ca

• https://www.toronto.anglican.ca/uploads.php?id=515f2e12407bb

• Toronto - https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/public-safety-alerts/fire-prevention-inspection-enforcement/

• Mississauga - https://www.mississauga.ca/services-and-programs/health-and-safety/fire-and-emergency-services/

• Brampton - https://www.brampton.ca/EN/residents/Fire-Emergency-Services/Pages/Fire-Permits-and-
Inspections.aspx

• Vaughan - https://www.vaughan.ca/residential/vaughan-fire-and-rescue-service/fire-safety-and-prevention

• Markham  - https://www.markham.ca/neighbourhood-services/fire-services-emergency-preparedness

• Richmond Hill - https://www.richmondhill.ca/en/living-here/Fire-Prevention.aspx

• Central York (Newmarket – Aurora) - https://cyfs.ca/

• Barrie - https://www.barrie.ca/services-payments/emergency-services/barrie-fire

• Kawartha Lakes - https://www.kawarthalakes.ca/community-emergency-services/fire-services/fire-inspections/

• Georgina - https://www.georgina.ca/living-here/fire-and-rescue-services/fire-prevention-and-education
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Questions?
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