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Anglican-Orthodox 
chapter starts up

Unsung heroes 
recognized

By Martha holMen

Seven years after it first launched, 
the Our Faith-Our Hope campaign 
is beginning to wind down. The 
last chance for parishes and indi-
viduals to apply for grants will be 
September 2021.

The diocesan fundraising cam-
paign launched in 2010 with the goal 
of providing financial resources to 
renew, reimagine and revitalize 
the Church of tomorrow. Donors 
pledged about $41 million for mis-
sion and ministry both inside and 
outside the diocese. The first grant 
allocations were made in 2013, and 
since then, more than $9 million has 
been given to parishes and individu-
als across the diocese, in addition to 
the portion kept by parishes.

“I think it’s been very success-
ful,” says Canon Paul Baston, chair 
of the allocations committee, which 
meets twice a year to review ap-
plications and approve grants. “The 
intent was from the beginning to 
reimagine church, to develop a 
new approach and find a way to 
continue the ministry and make 
it more attractive.”

There are five categories of 
grants that parishes and congrega-
tions can apply for: adaptive re-use 
of parish facilities; communicat-
ing in a wireless world; enabling 
parishes to become multi-staffed; 
leadership development; and pio-
neering ministry. Grant amounts 
have ranged from $1,400 toward the 
tuition for a professional develop-
ment course to $418,000 for major 
renovations to a church building.

Canon Baston says he thinks the 
focus on these categories will have 
a lasting effect across the diocese. 
“Things like accessibility are im-
proved – elevators and that sort of 
thing – and communications, defi-
nitely,” he says. “I think there’s more 
awareness of the use of communica-
tion within the worship service, but 
also beyond that, among people that 
aren’t attending church and among 
the parishes themselves.”

In addition to grants for par-
ishes and individuals, the diocese 
has distributed $1.5 million so far 
from the campaign’s “Giving to 

Others” category. Three gifts of 
$500,000 each have been given to 
the Anglican Military Ordinariate 
to fund the office of the Bishop 
Ordinariate in perpetuity; to the 
Council of the North to support 
regional gatherings of clergy and 
lay leaders; and to the Primate’s 
World Relief and Development 
Fund to improve maternal, newborn 
and child health in Africa and in 
Indigenous communities in Canada.

Though the end of the grants is in 
sight, there is about $5 million still 
available to be allocated. “I think all 
of the different sections have a lot 
of potential,” says Canon Baston. 
“I would encourage parishes to 
continue applying and looking at 
the guidelines to see if they fit.” 
Grants are awarded twice a year, in 
the spring and fall. Each category 
has its own application guidelines 
and forms, and all applications need 

the support of the church’s area 
bishop. The next deadline is April 
15. Applications will be assessed by 
the allocations committee in early 
May, and its recommendations will 
be forwarded to Diocesan Council 
for final approval.

Canon Baston says he is looking 
forward to continuing his work 
with the allocations committee. 
“It’s been, for the whole committee 
I think, a wonderful experience 

to be involved with and have the 
opportunity to make some recom-
mendations about where the money 
might go,” he says. “It’s been a lot 
of good, hard work by the talented 
and committed members of the 
committee. It’s been a delight to 
work with them.”

To learn more about the Our 
Faith-Our Hope campaign and how 
to apply for grants, visit www.to-
ronto.anglican.ca/ourfaithourhope.

End of OFOH grants in sight

Above: the Rev. Andrea Budgey (left), 
volunteer Jacob Hounsell and the 
Rev. Maggie Helwig prepare food on 
Jan. 5 for needy people in the newly 
renovated kitchen of St. Stephen in-
the-Fields, Toronto, funded by an 
Our Faith-Our Hope grant. Far right: 
church members and friends visit 
Canon Nind Hall at St. George, Grafton, 
renovated with an Our Faith-Our Hope 
grant in 2016. Right: youth minister 
Cormac Culkeen, shown outside St. 
John, West Toronto in 2015, was 
hired by the church with the help 
of an Our Faith-Our Hope grant. For 
more stories and photos, see Page 9. 
PHOTOS By MiCHAel HudSON  

Still $5 million 
left before 
2021 deadline
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YOUR ANGLICAN CEMETERIES & 
CREMATORIUMS IN THE G.T.A.

(NON-DENOMINATIONAL, NON-PROFIT)

All of our properties offer:
Casket Graves, Cremation Plots, Niches & Scattering Gardens 

along with the following services:
Memorial Markers, Monuments,  Inscriptions, Memorial Trees with Plaques and Pre-Need Services

PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE OF INTEREST OR VISIT OUR WEB-SITES FOR MORE INFORMATION

St. John’s Dixie 
Cemetery & Crematorium

737 Dundas Street East
Mississauga, ON  L4Y 2B5

Phone: 905.566.9403
www.stjohnsdixie.com

St. James’ 
Cemetery & Crematorium

635 Parliament Street
Toronto, ON  M4X 1R1
Phone: 416.964.9194

www.stjamescathedral.on.ca

St. John’s Norway 
Cemetery & Crematorium 

256 Kingston Road
Toronto, ON  M4L 1S7
Phone: 416.691.2965 

www.stjohnsnorway.org

St. John’s Dixie
Cemetery & Crematorium

737 Dundas Street East
Mississauga, ON  L4Y 2B5

Phone: 905.566.9403
www.stjohnsdixie.com

St. James’
Cemetery & Crematorium

635 Parliament Street
Toronto, ON  M4X 1R1
Phone: 416.964.9194

www.stjamescathedral.ca

St. John’s Norway
Cemetery & Crematorium

256 Kingston Road
Toronto, ON  M4L 1S7
Phone: 416.691.2965

www.stjohnsnorwaycemetery.ca

Mary G. Griffith  B.A., M.B.A., J.D.
Maclaren, Corlett LLP
175 Bloor Street East,

Suite 1803, South Tower,
Toronto, ON  M4W 3R8

Tel: (416) 361-3094
Fax: (416) 361-6261

www.maclarencorlett.com             E-mail: mgriffith@macorlaw.com

Wills, Trusts & Estates, Business, Real Estate

Barrister& Solicitor (Ontario)
Attorney & Counselor-at-Law (New York)

By stuart Mann 

CAnOn Giles Bryant remembers his 
first year as the choirmaster at 
St. Mary Magdalene, Toronto. It 
was 1968 and he was succeeding 
the great Healey Willan, a giant 
of the Canadian music scene who 
had died that year after leading the 
church’s vaunted music program 
for nearly half a century. 

“They were huge shoes to fill 

and it was a strange experience,” 
he recalls fondly. “For a year it felt 
like I was merely somebody who 
was waving his arms in front of 
the choir while they were actually 
looking at a shadow behind me.” 

Canon Bryant tells the story with 
humour and a deep appreciation 
for his predecessor and the choir 
he inherited. “On the other hand, 
they were a hugely loyal group – to 
Willan and St. Mary Magdalene and 
the Anglican Church in general. 
They were very committed. Very 
nicely they stuck around for me.” 

Canon Bryant, who is retired af-
ter a long and distinguished music 
career of his own, will be one of 
many former friends, choristers 
and students of Dr. Willan returning 
to St. Mary Magdalene on Friday, 
Feb. 16 at 8 p.m. to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary – to the very 
day – of the composer’s death. 

Everyone is invited to the con-
cert, which will include perfor-
mances by the choirs of St. Mary 
Magdalene and St. Thomas, Huron 
Street. Dr. Willan’s only surviving 
child, Mary Willan Mason, who is 
in her 90s, plans to attend. For-
mer Governor General Adrienne 
Clarkson, a parishioner of St. Mary 
Magdalene, will attend and give 
remarks.

With more than 800 compositions 
to his credit, Dr. Willan was called 

the Dean of Canadian composers. In 
addition to church music, he wrote 
operas, symphonies, chamber mu-
sic, a concerto, and pieces for band, 
orchestra, organ, and piano. He 
was asked to compose an anthem 
for the Queen’s coronation in 1953, 
leading to the Queen Mother visit-
ing St. Mary Magdalene in 1989.

He is best known for his church 
music, which is still performed by 
choirs in Canada, the United States 
and the United Kingdom. In 1956, 
he became the first non-English 
church musician to receive an 
honorary Doctor of Music degree 
from the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
He was made a Companion of the 
Order of Canada in 1967 and was 
one of the first Canadian musicians 
to appear on a Canadian postage 
stamp. 

Originally from the U.K., Dr. Wil-
lan was the organist and choirmas-
ter at St. Paul, Bloor Street before 
moving to St. Mary Magdalene in 
1921, where he remained for the rest 
of his career. As a professor at the 
Royal Conservatory of Music, he 
influenced generations of Canadian 
musicians, singers and composers. 
His work at St. Mary Magdalene 
made it a North American mecca 
for choral and Anglican church 
musicians, especially those of the 
Anglo-Catholic variety. 

“I think in Canada he helped to 
establish a sort of standard at St. 
Mary Magdalene,” says Andrew 
Adair, the church’s current organist 

and director of music. “The place 
became known as a standard of 
quality, liturgy and music, and that 
became a beacon for other churches 
in Canada to try to match.”

He says Dr. Willan’s reputation 
still makes St. Mary Magdalene a 
top destination for choral singers in 
the city. “We’re the only large cho-
ral program in downtown Toronto 
that maintains an all-volunteer 
rota of choristers,” he says. “That 
remains from Willan’s time, and 
I’m sure it’s his mark on the place 
that has helped us to keep drawing 
volunteer choristers who give a lot 
of their time and are quite skilled. 
Most of the singers I have could be 
paid elsewhere.” 

Many people in the diocese can 
trace their musical roots back to 
Dr. Willan – including the current 
incumbent of St. Mary Magdalene, 
the Rev. Canon David Harrison. 
As a boy chorister at St. James 
Cathedral, Canon Harrison sang 
for Canon Bryant, who was not 
only a friend of the composer but 
catalogued his works. 

“I grew up singing Willan and 
I’m a musician myself, so it’s always 
been a really special connection for 
me here,” says Canon Harrison. “I 
regret that I never met him, but I’m 
always fascinated to talk to people 
who worked with him or met him.” 

 He says Dr. Willan’s presence 
continues to grace St. Mary Mag-
dalene. His music is performed 
regularly, and a small park beside 
the church is named after him. 
The parish honoured him during 

its 125th anniversary celebrations 
in 2013 by donating musical play-
ground equipment for it. There is 
also a plaque of the composer in 
front of the church. 

“As a musician and priest, it’s 
wonderful to have someone with 
that historical significance,” says 
Canon Harrison. “It’s part of the 
fabric of the place in a way that’s 
still alive and part of our liturgi-
cal life.”

Canon Harrison is hoping the 
concert will help the neighbour-
hood community learn more about 
the famous musician. “We want 
to take the opportunity to invite 
people to know a little bit more 
about Willan – to say this is the 
person whose park you play in and 
walk by and cycle by, so come and 
learn more about him.”

In addition to the Friday night 
concert, the church is planning 
to hold a reunion on Sunday, Feb. 
18 for choristers who sang for Dr. 
Willan or his successors. Canon 
Bryant, for one, is looking forward 
to it. “I love getting back in to that 
building,” he says. “I conducted 
some former choristers there a 
few years ago and it was simply 
a wonderful experience. Many of 
us are still pals from 50 years ago 
and I’m looking forward to seeing 
them again.” 

St. Mary Magdalene is located at 
477 Manning Ave., Toronto. Admis-
sion to the concert is on a “pay what 
you can” basis. For more informa-
tion about the concert, visit www.
stmarymagdalene.ca. 

Composer influenced 
generations of musicians

Healey Willan (left), was the choirmaster of St. Mary Magdalene, Toronto 
(above) for nearly 50 years, making it a North American mecca for choral and 
Anglican church musicians. A concert on Feb. 16 will commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of his death. PHOTOS By WikiPediA ANd MiCHAel HudSON

Concert pays 
tribute to 
Healey willan

LAY PASTORAL VISITING
PAST, PRESENT ANd FUTURE 

Are you a lay pastoral visitor in your congregation?
If so, you are invited to a networking event for lay pastoral visitors 

May 11-12, 2018. Join Rev. Lorraine Runza for a time of reflection as to 
where this important ministry has been in the life of the Diocese, where 

its strengths lie today and what it can be in the future.
Location: Sisters of Saint John the Divine Convent, 

233 Cummer Ave. Toronto
Overnight accommodation, May 11th, 
available at the Convent Guesthouse

SpAce iS limited So regiSter eArly! 
For information regarding cost and schedule and to register contact;

Rev. Joanne Davies @ 416-226-6780 xt 7400 or Joanne.Davies@sunnybrook.ca
or Rev. Canon Douglas Graydon @ 416-363-6021 xt 236 

or dgraydon@toronto.anglican.ca 

**************************
The 2018 OTTawa RegiOn 

Charity & Not-for-Profit
 Law Seminar

Hosted by: 
Carters Professional Corporation
Date:  Thursday, February 15, 2018

time:  8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Centurion Conference 
and Event Center

170 Colonnade Road South,
Ottawa, Ontario

Cost:  Early Registration fee is
$50.00 per person (plus hst)

Includes a continental breakfast and a cold lunch 
buffet, as well as electronic seminar handouts

($55.00 after January 19, plus HST)

to register, Call toll Free
1-877-942-0001 x230

Fax 519-942-0300

email seminars@carters.ca
or visit our website
www.carters.ca

brochure, map & online registration
available at: 

http://www.carters.ca/index.php?page_id=145 

**************************
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Tuesday, March 6 and 
Wednesday, March 7  |   7:30 pm

Church of the Holy Trinity  
(next to the Eaton Centre)

TickeTs  
$35 & $57

music of fundamental simplicity.”“pÄrT weaves a sense of ineviTable power inTo
 

H y p e r i o n

with the violence and drama“macmillan aTTempTs To come To Terms
 

of The evenTs on The cross, as well as  
To mediTaTe on Their spiriTual significance”

C l a s s i C a l  s o u r C e

noel edison,  conducTor 
ToronTo mendelssohn choir  
sTring orchesTra

$20 VoxTix for  
patrons 30 & under

RCM TiCkeTs    
416-408-0208  
or online  
www.tmchoir.org

seven last words

berliner messe

enjoy two great contemporary faith-inspired choral works.

Priests hope to restart chapter

By stuart Mann

An Anglican-Orthodox group that 
hasn’t been active since the 1960s 
is starting up again. 

The Toronto chapter of the Fel-
lowship of St. Alban and St. Ser-
gius is having its first gathering 
in decades on Jan. 25, when it will 
host a talk by renowned Orthodox 
theologian Edith Humphrey on the 
works of C.S. Lewis. 

The event, called “Further Up and 
Further In: Anglicans and Orthodox 
in Conversation with C.S. Lewis,” will 
take place at 7 p.m. at the convent 
of the Sisterhood of St. John the 
Divine, 233 Cummer Ave., Toronto. 
Joining Dr. Humphrey in conversa-
tion will be Professor John Bowen, 
the former director of the Institute 
of Evangelism at Wycliffe College. 

The Fellowship of St. Alban 
and St. Sergius, named after two 
English and Russian saints, is an 
international society of Anglicans 
and Orthodox Christians that grew 
out of Oxford, England in the late 
1920s. It publishes a journal, and 
local chapters meet to share papers, 
discuss issues of mutual concern 
and build rapport and relations 
between the two communions.

The Toronto chapter was active 
in the 1950s and ’60s and included 
such luminaries as the Rev. Canon 
Eugene Fairweather and Bishop 
Henry Hill before fading into ob-
scurity. It has recently been revived 
by two Anglican and Orthodox 
priests –  the Rev. Canon Philip 
Hobson, OGS, incumbent of St. 
Martin in-the-Fields, Toronto and 
the Diocesan Ecumenical Officer, 
and the Very Rev. Fr. Geoffrey 
Ready, program co-director of the 
Orthodox School of Theology at 
Trinity College, Toronto. 

The two men are hoping the Jan. 
25 event will drum up interest in 
the chapter. “It has just been resur-
rected in name and idea up until 
now,” explains Fr. Ready. “This is the 
first event and we’ll see from that 
if people want to formally sign on.”

While membership is available 
in the worldwide fellowship, which 
anyone can join and comes with a 
subscription to the journal, there 
are no plans for the Toronto chapter 
to have formal membership and 
fees. Rather, Canon Hobson and 
Fr. Ready are hoping that members 
will stay in touch through email 
and a webpage and help out with 
and attend speaking events and 
get-togethers from time to time. 

Fr. Ready says the Anglican Com-
munion and the Orthodox Church 
have had a close relationship over 
the centuries, and the Toronto 
chapter is a local expression of that 
friendship. (Similar to the Anglican 
Communion, the Orthodox Church 
is a worldwide confederation of 14 
self-governing churches that are in 
communion with each other. There 
are about one million Orthodox 
Christians in Canada, mainly be-

longing to the Greek, Russian and 
Ukrainian traditions.)

“There is just a sincere interest 
in getting to know people within the 
local Toronto community who are 
either Anglican or Orthodox who 
want to get together and share 
fellowship and discuss issues of 
common concern,” says Fr. Ready, 

adding that several Orthodox con-
gregations in Toronto started meet-
ing in Anglican churches. 

He says the Jan. 25 gathering is 
a good way to kick off the chapter’s 
new life. C.S. Lewis, who died in 
1963, was an Anglican author much 
beloved by Orthodox Christians. 
“I often joke that he is the most 

quoted of the Church Fathers by 
Orthodox,” he says. 

Even if the chapter isn’t at the 
top of everyone’s mind on Jan. 25, 
it will be a good opportunity for 
people from both churches to get 
together, he says. “It’s another 
opportunity to strengthen each 
other and to share. With the very 
complex world that we live in, it’s 
good to have friends, and it’s good 
to have the opportunity to explore 
each other’s traditions.” 

For more information on the 
Toronto chapter of the Fellowship 
of St. Alban and St. Sergius, visit 
www.trinityorthodox.ca/fellowship. 

The Jan. 25 event will be held dur-
ing the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity, which will take place Jan. 
18-25. The Week of Prayer for Chris-
tian Unity is an annual ecumenical 
celebration that invites Christians 
around the world to pray for the 
unity of all Christians, reflect on 
scripture together, participate in 
ecumenical services and share 
fellowship. The theme for 2018 
comes from the Caribbean region: 
“Your right hand, O Lord, glorious 
in power” (Exodus 15:6). Resources 
for churches are available on the 
Week of Prayer website, including 
worship service templates, hymn 
suggestions, children’s resources, 
Bible study questions, bulletin 
inserts and poster templates. Visit 
www.weekofprayer.ca. 

The Rev. Canon Philip Hobson, OGS (left) and the Very Rev. Fr. Geoffrey Ready stand in front of a copy of a Byzantine icon 
in the chapel of Trinity College, Toronto. PHOTO By MiCHAel HudSON

Event brings 
Anglicans, 
Orthodox 
together

Unwavering SUPPORT
and HOPE

To help people with complex 
mental health challenges get 
back on their feet, recover 
dignity, leave homelessness 
behind, it only takes two things: 
unwavering support and hope.

LOFT offers the
Unwavering Support.

You provide the Hope.

Please include
LOFT in your Will.

For more information, or to 
receive a free estate planning 
brochure, contact Jane Corbett 
at 416-979-1994 x 227 or 
jcorbett@loftcs.org.

LOFT Community Services
15 Toronto Street, 9th Floor
Toronto, ON M5C 2E3
www.loftcs.org
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COMMENT

I
came across a pastoral let-
ter from the Bishop of
Toronto to the clergy and
laity proposing a signifi-

cant fundraising effort. In it he
proposed a graduated sched-
ule of offerings to achieve a
substantial goal and an indi-

vidual appeal to each church family in the
diocese by a member of their parish “to
knock at every one’s door and rouse the in-
habitants to devote a small portion of what
God has bestowed upon them to promote so
great a work.”

That letter came from John Strachan, the
first Bishop of Toronto, in January 1854!

The Our Faith-Our Hope: Re-imagine
Church campaign began with an idea I first
proposed to Synod a decade ago. As it gradu-
ally took shape, we determined that it would
be a cooperative program shared between the
diocese and parishes that responded to the
generosity of God’s many gifts to us to en-
gage God’s mission. We identified the goals of
Strengthening Local Parishes, Building the
Church for Tomorrow, Revitalizing Our In-
heritance and Giving to Others.

The Canadian North has many clergy and
lay catechists in charge of parishes who work
without a stipend. Many are isolated in com-
munities that face traumatic pastoral issues
including, unfortunately, the accumulated
pain of dealing with multiple suicides. The
Diocese of Toronto made a grant of $500,000
from Our Faith-Our Hope (OFOH) to fund a
request from the Council of the North and
Anglican Council of Indigenous Peoples to
hold regional circles where clergy and lay
leaders could come together for mutual
learning, support and refreshment. So far, 276
have participated from half a dozen dioceses.
Grants ranged from $500 to $100,000. The Dio-
cese of the Arctic, for instance, brought peo-

ple from 48 communities together. The feed-
back has been astounding. It makes a differ-
ence in peoples’ lives.

The Anglican Chaplaincy for the Canadian
Forces elected its first full-time bishop to pro-
vide episcopal care for regular and reserve
chaplains and their families, and to military
personnel across the country. It only became
possible because of an initial endowment of
$500,000 from OFOH.

Another $500,000 grant from OFOH to the
Primate’s World Relief and Development
Fund (PWRDF) supports new work in mater-
nal and child health in the developing world
and midwifery services in remote northern
communities in Canada. Ours is the largest
single gift any diocese has ever given to
PWRDF in its 50+ year history. Because of
matching federal government grants, that
gift created a value of over $2.5 million. Safe
deliveries and proper health care are now
available because of your generosity.

Parishes around the diocese have been
made physically accessible, youth work is be-
ing funded, leaders are being trained, pio-
neering ministries in new contexts have been
planed and an amazing array of creative proj-
ects have been undertaken locally because of
Our Faith-Our Hope – not just because of the
financial resources now available, but also
because of a reinvigoration of imagination
and commitment.

We have succeeded in remarkable ways.
While not every parish participated, the vast
majority did – and achieved more than many
had thought possible. Some of the parishes
did not formally join the OFOH project be-
cause they were already in the midst of sub-
stantial funding efforts. Others added to their

goals to meet parish capital needs and did
spectacularly well. Taking that into account,
at least $50 million in new funds has been
contributed to ministry in the diocese and be-
yond in the last seven years, over our regular
offerings and FaithWorks contributions.

We are a different diocese because of that.
Yes, the money has helped us fund new min-
istries, adapt old buildings, engage in new
mission, support vulnerable people in
Christ’s name. More than that, though, it has
helped build relationships between people, al-
lowed people to share personal stories, iden-
tified and trained new leaders, built up confi-
dence, and assisted people to articulate and
share their faith.

I have been changed by the experience. I
am more confident in speaking clearly about
my faith and my commitment to it. I have dis-
covered a new capacity to give generously. I
have met the most amazing Anglicans, heard
their stories and been moved by their faith-
fulness. I have rejoiced in the creativity and
boldness of vision of people and parishes
(and yes, to be honest, occasionally disap-
pointed by a few). I think our church is in a
different place because of Our Faith-Our
Hope. We have begun to re-imagine church.

I am profoundly grateful to you and the
many people like you who have made and are
making a difference in our world because of
your faith in Jesus Christ. And I am especial-
ly grateful to the lay leaders and clergy in
our diocese who took the initiative and rose
to it so graciously.

The campaign is now officially concluded,
but the allocations continue and the mission
God invites us to share is still on our
doorsteps. As my first paragraph noted, this
was not the first financial campaign, nor will
it be the last – the work of the Church is not
over. Let us continue onwards in faith and in
hope.

A
broad inviting smile,
firm handshake and
the word “welcome”
are the memories we

have when Angela and I first
met Terence Finlay, Bishop of
Toronto, in the summer of
1997. I was beginning my min-

istry as the incumbent of St. Joseph of
Nazareth, Bramalea.

When we entered his office, there was a
warmth and genuineness experienced by both
of us in our first meeting with Bishop Finlay.
He was very interested in g etting to know us
and our young family. We shared the stories
of our Christian journeys and family life. It
was a pleasure to engage with him and have a
sense of the pastoral care and support he of-
fered clergy and their families. I had no idea
that six years later I would be working closely
with him as his executive assistant and
Archdeacon of York.   

I got to know Terry, as he was affectionate-
ly calle d, when I became a member of the Pos-
tulancy Committee and a regional dean. He
gave wise counsel and offered good insight in-
to challenging matters facing the Church. His
was a calming voice and a non-anxious pres-
ence. He offered strong episcopal leadership
in the diocese, both pastorally and morally. He
was a model of deep faith and prayerful
thoughtfulness, and was genuinely concerned
about the well- being of the clergy and laity
under his episcopal leadership.

In the spring of 2003 I received a call from
the Archbishop’s office inviting me to meet
with him. I thought I was going to be invited
to sit on another committee of the diocese. He

quickly got to the purpose of our meeting and
asked if I was willing to be considered as a
candidate for executive assistant and
archdeacon. The position had become vacant
when Archdeacon Colin Johnson was elected
suffragan bishop. I was surprised when he
met with me just before the clergy conference
that year and offered me the position.

It was a privilege and distinct honour to
serve as his executive assistant and archdea-
con. I got to know Terry even better and
learned much from him. I witnessed the depth
of his faith and his concern for every parish in
the diocese . He showed compassion, particu-
larly for the marginalized and minorities in
the Church and in the wider community.  

Archbishop Finlay was very disciplined in
his work. He worked long hours and paid at-
tention to detail, thoroughly reading docu-
ments, letters or any material needed for
meetings. It was also evident that he cared
deeply for the wider Church and appreciated
the importance of ecumenical r elationships.

One of the qualities I admired about Terry
was his willingness to make time for people.
He made himself available to clergy and laity
who needed to meet with him. I was often
asked to join him in meetings with others,
and it was evident that he always listened in-
tently. Terry was a pastor, mentor, friend and
confidante.  

Another quality I admired in him was his
humility. He engaged with people in all sta-
tions of life. He was as comfortable talking

and engaging with persons on the street cor-
ner or drop-in centre as he was with persons
serving in public office.

One of the challenges he faced was the
Church’s position on human sexuality. While
in office he upheld the doctrine and discipline
of the Church. On leaving office, he officiated
in a same-gender marriage, for which he had
to be disciplined by his diocesan bishop, who
was once his archdeacon, executive assistant
and suffragan bishop. In receiving the admoni-
tion, he told his successor in office that he ex-
pected nothing less from him and that he was
exercising his episcopal ministry responsibly.  

I believe that Archbishop Terence was lead-
ing the diocese in the direction of being more
welcoming to those who were vulnerable,
marginalized, voiceless and in the minority.
He made a very significant difference in the
life of the Diocese of Toronto. It is not surpris-
ing, therefore, to hear and read the very com-
plimentary reflections that many have shared
about their experiences of him. He exercised a
servant ministry throughout his ordained life,
and for that we give thanks to God for his ex-
ample. I was privileged and honoured to have
had the opportunity to know him as my bish-
op, mentor and friend. The Church has been
blessed to have had him as a faithful bishop.
He will be missed and leaves a legacy of ex-
emplary leadership, humility, compassion and
profound faith. We are grateful to his family
for having shared him with the Church and
assure them of our prayerful support. We give
Archbishop Terence Finlay back to his Cre-
ator God with the same graciousness we ex-
perienced of him. May he rest in peace and
rise with Christ in glory.

Serving Archbishop Finlay was a privilege

Our Faith-Our Hope is changing lives
BY ARCHBISHOP COLIN JOHNSON

ARCHBISHOP’S DIARY

BY BISHOP PETER FENTY

BISHOP’S OPINION

W
hen I was in seminary 
four decades ago, I 
spent part of Lent 
meditating on the 

life of Jesus. Over the period 
of those six weeks, I came to a 
new and deepened experience 
of Jesus, both as a real person, 

not just an ancient sage, and as the full son of 
God, not just a good man. That experience has 
shaped my prayer for over 40 years and has 
ordered my choices in life. I fell in love with the 
God who is revealed in the face of Jesus.

Br. Robert L’Esperance, SSJE, writes, 
“What attracts me to (the Gospel of) John’s 
Jesus is that he is an iconoclast who strikes 
at the very heart of those things we human 
beings want to cling to, yet which have abso-
lutely nothing to do with the God that Jesus 
calls ‘Father.’ What does Jesus show us? Jesus 
shows us love.”

Every year since 1995, the College of Bish-
ops make a retreat of several days with the 
Brothers of the Society of St. John the Evan-
gelist (SSJE) in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
Some of you might know them as the Cowley 
Fathers, an Anglican monastic order founded 
over 150 years ago, who had a monastery in 
Bracebridge and were responsible for the mis-
sion to much of Muskoka.  

When you read this, we will have just 
returned from Boston. One of the Broth-
ers guides us in a daily meditation, with a 
feedback discussion later that day. We join 
the Brothers in their meals and their pat-
tern of worship, with the Eucharist and short 

services (the Divine Office) marking the 
transitional moments of each day – dawn, 
noon, dusk and night. The retreat is a time of 
reflection, silence, reading, walking and yes, 
some laughter and play. It is not a holiday, 
but it is recreation in the fullest sense: re-
creation, renewing and rekindling the flame 
of faith and hope in the midst of busy lives. It 
is a chance to come to terms with life as we 
are living it, and recalibrating those parts that 
need it. It is both personal and communal as 
we explore privately our own soul and grow in 
our understanding of each other. It is a good 
Lenten practice that I have valued enormous-
ly (even if it rarely takes place in the season 
of Lent!).

But Lent is upon us early this year – Feb. 
14 is Ash Wednesday. I wonder whether the 
Ash Wednesday fast will win out over St. 
Valentine’s Day chocolate. (I am not taking 
any bets!)

The traditional disciplines of Lent are 
meant to prepare us not only for the celebra-
tion of our Lord’s resurrection on Easter but 
for the ongoing life as a Christian disciple. 
They are:
•	 Self-examination
•	 Penitence
•	 Prayer
•	 Fasting	and	almsgiving
•	 	Reading	and	meditating	on	the	word	of	

God
I want to commend to you one particular ac-

tivity this Lent and ask that you join me in it.  
You can do it as an individual or, ideally, with 
a small group. The SSJE, in conjunction with 
Virginia Theological Seminary, have produced 
a Lenten program that we have chosen to use 
in the Diocese of Toronto this year. It is called 
“Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John.” Over a 
period of five, six or seven weeks, the pro-
gram “invites us not only to learn about God, 
but also to enter into a loving and intimate 
relationship with God, in which God abides in 
us and we abide in God.”

Each week, a different aspect of this gos-
pel’s message is considered:
•	 God	is	love.
•	 The	Word	became	flesh.
•	 Close	to	the	Father’s	heart.
•	 I	have	called	you	friends.
•	 Abide	in	me.
•	 We	declare	to	you.
There are a lot of resources available to 

help: a daily prayer journal, a daily short 
video, suggestions for prayer, online posts and 
blogs, free resources for study groups and 
individuals. They are available for download 
from www.meetingjesusinjohn.org. There is 
even an outline for a parish quiet day. Some-
thing for everyone.

I invite you to join me in this journey to 
Easter through Lent and “reflect on the per-
son of Jesus, his mission and his message, as 
it is presented in the writings of John.” Draw 
closer to God and grow as an instrument of 
God’s love in the world.

Meet Jesus in John’s gospel
ArCHbISHOP’S dIArY

By ArchBishop colin Johnson

I
t’s never too late to go back 
to school, as the three not-
so-new suffragan bishops 
in our diocese can attest. 

Since our consecration as 
bishops just over a year ago, 
the three of us have been 
participating in a program run 
through The Episcopal Church 

called “Living Our Vows,” affectionately 
known as “Baby Bishops’ School.” There 
are 12 new bishops in our class – three from 
Canada and nine from the U.S. The purpose 
of the program is to equip new bishops to 
grow more fully into their episcopal minis-
tries. The curriculum includes some very 
practical things like Sunday visitations, 
speaking effectively to the media, overseeing 
clergy reviews, and even when to put on and 
take off your mitre! But the program also 
includes opportunities for reflection on living 
into the vows that were made on the day we 
were consecrated – hence the name, “Living 
Our Vows.”

What are those vows that guide our living? 
For bishops, they are the promises we made 
just before hands were laid on our heads. 
They include: being faithful in prayer and in 
the study of holy Scripture; boldly proclaim-
ing and interpreting the gospel of Christ; 
encouraging and supporting all baptized 
people in their gifts and ministries; guarding 
the faith, unity and discipline of the Church; 
ordaining priests and deacons, sharing in the 

government of the whole Church; and show-
ing compassion to the poor and strangers, 
and defending those who have no helper 
(BAS, p. 636-637).

To help us live more fully into these vows, 
we are each assigned a coach, usually a more 
senior bishop, who is able to share wisdom 
and experience from his or her own years in 
episcopal ministry. I am blessed that Bishop 
Michael Bird, the retiring Bishop of Niagara, 
is my coach. I meet with him regularly, and 
he has been tremendously supportive in 
helping me navigate my first year of min-
istry in a purple shirt. Another essential 
element of “Living Our Vows” is time away. 
Once a year, the new bishops gather together 
for four days of prayer, instruction, shared 
learning and fellowship. We meet at a retreat 
centre where there are relatively few distrac-
tions.

As we approach the beginning of Lent once 
again, what would it be like for all of us to 
recommit to “living our vows” in a similar 
way? As Lent is a season of education and 
formation for both baptism and confirmation, 
this is an ideal time to live more fully into the 
vows that we made (or that were made for 
us) at baptism. Here they are:
•	 	Will	you	continue	in	the	apostles’	teach-

ing and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in the prayers?

•	 	Will	you	persevere	in	resisting	evil	and,	
whenever you fall into sin, repent and 
return to the Lord?

•	 	Will	you	proclaim	by	word	and	example	
the good news of God in Christ?

•	 	Will	you	seek	and	serve	Christ	in	all	per-
sons, loving your neighbour as yourself?

•	 	Will	you	strive	for	justice	and	peace	
among all people, and respect the dig-
nity of every human being?

•	 	Will	you	strive	to	safeguard	the	integrity	
of God’s creation, and respect, sustain 
and renew the Earth? (BAS, p. 159.)

In seeking to live into these vows, here 
too I would recommend a coach. For those 
preparing for baptism or confirmation in 
the Easter season, your coach may be your 
parish priest or a leader in the parish who 
oversees catechesis and Christian formation. 
For the rest of us who are preparing to renew 
our baptismal promises at Easter, it may be 
a spiritual director, a fellow member of the 
parish, or a wise and trusted friend. You may 
also find it helpful to get away for a few days, 
or even for a few hours. Within our diocese, 
there are places apart, such as St. John’s 
Convent or the Holy Cross Priory, for prayer, 
spiritual direction, retreat and rest.

However we choose to enter into this holy 
season, may Lent be for all of us a time of 
drawing nearer to God and “living our vows” 
more deeply.

Live into our vows this Lent
bISHOP’S OPINION

By Bishop Kevin roBertson

The Diocese is on
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.

To connect, visit
www.toronto.anglican.ca
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Ash WednesdAy 
Liturgies with imposition of ashes  
wednesday, february 14 
7:30am, 8:30am, 12:30pm, 5:15pm, 6:30pm

AnnuAl CAthedrAl  
explorAtion dAy 
for chiLdren & youth of the diocese  
wednesday, february 14 | 9:00pm - 3:30pm 
details and registration online.

the BreAth BetWeen us: 
lenten Art displAy  
& leCture series 
art dispLay opening: february 21, 6:00pm 
Lecture series on spirituaL practices:
wednesday, february 28: “Listening” 
wednesday, march 7: “silence” 
wednesday, march 14: “storytelling”

6:00pm service (cathedraL) 
6:30pm Light supper (cathedraL centre)  
7:00pm Lecture (cathedraL centre) 

stjAmesCAthedrAl.CA

Lent 
at St. JameS Cathedral

     detaiLed information about events & Liturgies avaiLabLe onLine

Do you feel Stressed and about to Burn Out?
Do you have too much downtime and 

not enough patients or clients?

You are not alone... 

Please call 416.428.6752 
or email: lance@lancewilson.ca

www.lancewilson.ca

FinD out How...
Contact

Lance Wilson ODT

we help health care professionals 
and small businesses to be successful.  
we understand the factors that get 

in the way of achieving your
goals and can help you.

***Winter Special Offer ***
FREE pERSOnality tEStS and 
1:1 analySiS FOR nEw cliEntS

($2000 value)

Archbishop Colin and ellen Johnson with lethel Shand (second from left) and Marjorie Fawcett (right) of St. Andrew, 
Scarborough. PHOTOS By MiCHAel HudSON

Levee warms up 
chilly new Year
THe annual Archbishop’s Levee was 
held at St. James Cathedral on Jan. 
1, providing a touch of warmth 
during a cold snap at the beginning 
of the year. The event included a 
Eucharist, a ringing of the cathe-
dral bells and an opportunity to 
share New Year’s greetings with 
the diocese’s bishops, chancellor, 
dean and their families. The receiv-
ing line was followed by festive 
music, a choral Evensong and the 
presentation of the Order of the 
Diocese of Toronto (see pages 6-7).

Bishop Peter Fenty and his wife Angela greet Michael Cassabon.

Bishop Riscylla Shaw shakes hands with denise Robertson, who is accompanied 
by Tianna Wallace and Janet Clarke.

dean Andrew Asbil and his wife Mary greet Joan Smith.  

Bishop Jenny Andison greets Joyce Sowby. 

Bishop kevin Robertson and his 
partner Mohan Sharma and their 
children offer greetings.

Recycle The Anglican.

Give it to 
a friend.

Send your parish news and photos to editor@toronto.anglican.ca



6    TheAnglican February 2018nEws

The Order of the Diocese of Toronto, an 
award created in 2013, honours members 
of the laity in the diocese who have given 
outstanding service over a significant 
period of time in their volunteer ministry. 
We give thanks to God for the work and 
witness of these faithful people who, in the 
exercise of their baptismal ministry, have 
demonstrated that “their light shines, 
their works glorify.” In 2017, the recipi-
ents came from the following deaneries: 
Durham/Northumberland, Etobicoke/
Humber, Scarborough and Holland. They 
were presented with their medallion at St. 
James Cathedral, Toronto, on Jan. 1. 

Brian Armstrong, ODT
Trinity, Aurora
Mr. Armstrong has been nominated 
by the Archbishop for his outstanding 
contribution to the governance of the 
diocese. He has brought his considerable 
legal expertise and practical approach to 
problem-solving to bear while serving on 
the Executive Board and the Compensa-
tion Working Group. Most recently, he 
has served with distinction in his new 
role as vice-chancellor. Canon Clare 
Burns, chancellor, comments that “Brian 
is always good-humored, strategic and 
calm, and so is a perfect vice-chancellor!”

Joyce Badley, ODT
St. Paul, Bloor Street
Ms. Badley has been nominated by the 
Archbishop for her stewardship of pro-
fessional skill and expertise in finance, 
property, administration and operations 
to her own church and the diocese. She 
has served on Diocesan Council, Execu-
tive Board, the Inter-Diocesan Learning 
Community, the Outreach Committee, 
the Investment Committee, Area Council 
and the Project Enabling and Monitor-
ing Group. As the executive pastor of St. 
Paul, Bloor Street, she oversees all the 
functions of the church that enable its 
ministry to thrive.

David Baird, ODT
Christ Church, Scarborough
Mr. Baird quietly supports the needs of 
the parish through his extensive legal 
skills and knowledge. One of the longest-
serving leaders of Christ Church, Scar-
borough, he has served as churchwarden, 
treasurer and Property Committee chair, 
and as leader of the Sideperson’s Guild 
for 35 years. He is reliable, generous, 
humble and compassionate. 

Richard Baker, ODT
Trinity, Aurora
Mr. Baker has been nominated by Trin-
ity, Aurora for his skilled contributions. 
His diverse gifts, ranging from music to 
photography to web design, have been a 
gift to the church and a true testament to 
his faith in action. 

Bernie Bellis, ODT
St. Paul, L’Amoreaux
Mr. Bellis has demonstrated outstand-
ing service as a board member and past 
chair of the board of St. Paul L’Amoreaux 
Centre senior’s residence. He has spent 
40 years as a dedicated member, Sunday 
School director, youth group founder, 
churchwarden, financial coordinator, Vis-

ibility Committee chair, and chair of the 
Anniversary Project Committee, which 
entailed the re-carpeting and renova-
tion of the church and the installation 
of a new church sign with video display. 
Both professionally and in the Centre and 
church, Mr. Bellis has found innovative 
ways to improve and develop the areas he 
directed and enact positive change.  

Ruth Briffett, ODT
Grace Church, Markham
Mrs. Briffett has been nominated by the 
Archbishop for her dedication to the 
diocesan Anglican Church Women and es-
pecially her work with the Ecclesiastical 
Needlework Committee and the Diocesan 
Chancel Guild. She has faithfully served 
with the needleworkers for 16 years, 
becoming the director in 2011, and has 
been their representative on the Diocesan 
Chancel Guild, chairing meetings for two 
years. She is known for her organization 
and willingness to consult with parish 
chancel guilds and lead diocesan chancel 
workshops, as well as for her beautiful 
finishing work. She is a much-loved mem-
ber of Grace Church, Markham.

Olga Clarke, ODT
St. Paul the Apostle, Rexdale
Mrs. Clarke has been nominated by St. 
Paul the Apostle, Rexdale for her out-
standing contribution to the life of the 
parish in every capacity, including as lay 
pastoral associate, Bible study leader, 
ACW member, prayer group leader and 
coffee hour convener, and to the com-
munity. She is always willing to lend a 
helping hand or offer a prayer, and is 
an inspiration in her ability to reach the 
aged, sick, bereaved and isolated. She is 
well respected and loved in her parish, 
her community and beyond.

Frances Corkill, ODT
Christ the King, Toronto
Mrs. Corkill has been part of every activ-
ity at Christ the King since 1966. She has 
held every office innumerable times and 
is presently the churchwarden and chair 
of the advisory board. She does many 
things anonymously, and her parish is 
glad to give recognition to her decades-
long faithful service to the Church.

Jean Glionna, ODT
Holy Trinity, Thornhill
Mrs. Glionna has been nominated by the 
Archbishop for her outstanding contri-
bution to the diocese in various roles, 
currently as a Bishop’s Appointee to 
Synod and a member of Diocesan Council, 
Executive Board and the Agenda Commit-
tee. An active volunteer in her parish, she 
has served in many roles that span three 
decades: churchwarden, lay assistant, 
altar guild member, ACW member and 
proud member of the senior choir. Mrs. 
Glionna is the first to greet you with a 
hug and a smile and is always the first to 
volunteer when help is needed. She has 
an infectious personality and is an inspi-
ration to others.

David Gordon, ODT
Trinity, Aurora
Mr. Gordon has been nominated by the 
Archbishop for his significant contribu-

tions to the diocese in promoting social 
justice and, in particular, First Nations 
initiatives. He is an originating member 
of the Social Justice and Advocacy Com-
mittee at Trinity, Aurora, through which 
the Pikangikum Water Project developed 
in cooperation with Bishop Mark Mac-
Donald. That project is now partnered 
with PWRDF and engaged nationally. Mr. 
Gordon has given dedication, education 
and guidance to Trinity and beyond to 
unite Anglicans in the road of reconcilia-
tion with Indigenous peoples.

Janet Gouinlock, ODT and Robert 
Gouinlock, ODT
St. Clement, Eglinton
Mr. and Mrs. Gouinlock have been nomi-
nated by the Archbishop for not only their 
benevolence but their voluntarism as 
well. Both graduated from Trinity College 
in the early 1950s and have held numer-

ous positions at St. Clement’s over the 
years, including churchwarden, treasurer 
and campaign leadership in numerous 
parish appeals. They are generous with 
their financial support to their parish, the 
diocese and the local community. Both 
Moorelands Community Services and All 
Saints Church-Community Centre are 
near and dear to their interests. They 
have given a lifetime example to their 
church and beyond.

Marion Hodgson, ODT
St. John the Evangelist, Port Hope
Mrs. Hodgson has been nominated for 
her lifelong faithful witness to Jesus 
Christ and the mission of his Church. Her 
dedication and service is extensive and 
exemplary; she has either participated in 
or supported all of the committees and 
initiatives of St. John’s for the past seven 
decades. Her deep love, simplicity and hu-

Laity receive Order of the Diocese of toronto

Members of the Order of the diocese of Toronto gather with Archbishop Colin Johnson, bishops, clergy and laity on Jan. 1 at St. James Cathedral. PHOTO By MiCHAel HudSON

Award honours outstanding
service over the years
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mility are appreciated and valued by all.

Dilys Jones, ODT
St. Jude, Wexford
Mrs. Jones has been a dedicated example 
of Christian leadership and motivation to 
the mission and life of the Church. She 
inspires those around her to work hard to 
be Christ’s hands and heart in our world. 
She is generous in how she shares her 
gifts of wisdom, fundraising and leader-
ship, and as a tireless advocate for the 
witness of the parish in its community.

Elroy Joseph, ODT
Nativity, Malvern
Mr. Joseph has served in many different 
roles at Nativity, Malvern. He has been 
part of the men’s ministry for 20 years, 
sings tenor in the choir, has been the 
envelope secretary for five years, and has 
served in fundraising and as a sidesper-

son and churchwarden. He can be counted 
on when something needs to get done and 
is known for his good humour, diligence 
and precision.

Colleen Keats, ODT
St. Paul, Newmarket
Ms. Keats has provided outstanding 
leadership in her parish. Having served 
as a churchwarden, outreach coordinator, 
in newcomer ministry and many other 
roles, her practical faith has served to 
build up the parish and its mission to the 
community. She continues to be open and 
enthusiastic in walking the path God sets 
before her and the church of which she is 
a part.

Constance Kendall, ODT
St. Stephen, Downsview
Ms. Kendall has been nominated by the 
Archbishop for her outstanding contribu-

tion to the life of her parish and the area 
of York-Credit Valley. She has served 
faithfully in many capacities, including 
being a member of the York-Credit Valley 
Area Council, and is well known as a 
dynamic youth leader and mentor. She 
is a leading choreographer in liturgi-
cal dance and has choregraphed many 
liturgical dances in the diocese, including 
at the annual Black History service. She 
is always willing to lend a helping hand 
and is an inspiration to the young lives 
she mentors.

Peggy Kernohan, ODT
Parish of Georgina
Ms. Kernohan is a friend to all – the 
people of the Parish of Georgina and the 
wider community – and is always willing 
to give a hand, advice and help. She is pa-
tient and kind, and is moved by the proc-
lamation of the gospel and the celebration 
of joyful services. She is always there for 
new adventures in Christianity.

Gordon Longman, ODT
St. Thomas, Brooklin
Mr. Longman has been nominated by the 
Archbishop for his service as a long-time 
volunteer in his parish in a number of 
roles, though most prodigiously in the 
area of stewardship. He has been engaged 
in stewardship education for more than a 
decade, first as a member of the Steward-
ship Development Board and later as a 
stewardship education coach, working 
with parishes including St. Timothy, 
North Toronto, St. Matthew, Oriole and 
St. John, Whitby. He was instrumental in 
establishing the parish stewardship cam-
paign and supporting the Our Faith-Our 
Hope campaign. 

Terry McCullum, ODT
Mr. McCullum has been nominated by the 
Archbishop for his 35 years with LOFT 
(Leap of Faith Together) Community 
Services, formerly known as Anglican 
Houses. He led the organization as its 
CEO and guiding force through remarka-
ble changes, growing from a small agency 
to one that now provides more than 1,000 
supportive housing units at over 70 sites 
across Toronto and York regions, and 
community services for more than 5,800 
youth, vulnerable adults and seniors. Mr. 
McCullum retired on Dec. 31, 2017.

Sarah McDonald, ODT
St. James, Cathedral
Ms. McDonald has been nominated by the 
Archbishop for her outstanding com-
munity work and long-time service to 
the cathedral and the diocese. A retired 
high school principal recognized as one 
of Canada’s Outstanding Principals, her 
work in the area of housing has earned 
her the recognition of a non-profit hous-
ing complex in Pickering named in her 
honour: Sarah McDonald’s Place. She 
has served as vice-chair of the Durham 
Regional Police Services Board and St. 
James Cathedral council, chair of the 
Three Churches Refugee Committee, a 
member of the social justice housing sub-
committee of the diocese and president 
of the board of Mary Lambert Swale Non-
Profit Homes, and currently serves as the 
senior Honorary Lay Secretary of Synod. 

Michelle Mercer, ODT
St. John the Divine, Scarborough
Ms. Mercer has been nominated by St. 
John the Divine, Scarborough for her 
enthusiastic and compassionate dedica-

tion to children’s and youth ministry. In 
2016, she celebrated 50 years of ministry; 
she has touched the lives of generations 
of children. Today, because of her faith-
ful leadership, St. John the Divine has a 
vibrant and active children’s and youth 
program.

Edward Moroney, ODT
St. Andrew, Scarborough
Mr. Moroney has been nominated in 
recognition of his 50 years of dedication to 
the maintenance of the highest stand-
ards of liturgical choral and organ music 
and composition throughout the City of 
Toronto. He has also given unrelenting 
support and encouragement to young 
singers, organists and accompanists.  

Anne Oram, ODT
St. Mark, Port Hope
Ms. Oram has been nominated by the 
Archbishop for her many years of dedica-
tion not only to her parish, but also for 
her diocesan involvement. She has been 
an active parish volunteer, serving in 
many roles at St. John, Weston, St. Timo-
thy, Agincourt and most recently at St. 
Mark, Port Hope. She is also a past mem-
ber of Diocesan Council, Executive Board 
and the Court on Contested Seats. As a 
lifelong Anglican, she finds meaning in a 
scripture passage from Philippians 4:13 
inscribed in her prayer book by her Sun-
day school teacher: “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me.”

Peter Patterson, ODT
Christ Church St. James, Toronto
Mr. Patterson has been nominated by the 
Archbishop for his service to the Church 
for more than 40 years at Christ Church 
St. James. He has served several times 
as a churchwarden, has been the faithful 
chair of parish selection committees, and 
has also served with humility as treasur-
er and as a youth leader in the parish. He 
is retiring after 20 years as the business 
director of Wycliffe College, where his 
ministry was much valued. As an actu-
ary in downtown Toronto for many years, 
Mr. Patterson has sought to be a faithful 
Christian businessman.

Mary Pember, ODT
St. Timothy, North Toronto
Ms. Pember has been nominated by the 
Archbishop for her instrumental role 
in fostering stewardship as a way of life 
in her home parish. A lead volunteer in 
the Our Faith-Our Hope campaign, she 
was also one of the first stewardship 
education coaches recruited for Growing 
Healthy Stewards, working with numer-
ous parishes including St. Clement, Eg-
linton, St. George on Yonge, Toronto, and 
St. Philip on-the-Hill, Unionville. Beyond 
the Church, she has devoted considerable 
volunteer energy in a leadership capacity 
with the United Way of York Region.

Sue Savage, ODT
Parish of Penetanguishene and 
Waubaushene
Ms. Savage has been nominated by the 
Archbishop for her service as a Reach 
Grant “dragon” since 2013. At Synod in 
2013, she invigorated participants with 
the results of her Reach Grant mission 
with a video of the lunch program at All 
Saints, Penetanguishene. She has shared 
her evangelistic coaching with her con-
gregation’s sister church, Christ Church, 
Waubaushene. At All Saints, Ms. Savage 

Members of the Order of the diocese of Toronto gather with Archbishop Colin Johnson, bishops, clergy and laity on Jan. 1 at St. James Cathedral. PHOTO By MiCHAel HudSON

Continued on Page 8
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has volunteered as cemetery manager 
at St. James on-the-Lines, screening co-
ordinator, server, chalice bearer, acolyte, 
envelope secretary and bookkeeper, and 
as a member of a parish selection commit-
tee, Synod and the ACW. 

Susan Schuschu, ODT
St. John, East Orangeville
Ms. Schuschu has been nominated by 
the Archbishop for her dedication to 
the life of her parish, the area of York-
Simcoe and the diocese. She has faith-
fully served St. John’s as a churchwarden 
(both rector’s and people’s), a Sunday 
school teacher, chair of the stewardship 
and fundraising committees and chair of 
the cemetery board. It was her election 
as the parish’s lay member of Synod 
that piqued her interest in the wider 
church, and in 2013 she was elected to 
represent the area on Diocesan Council. 
Ms. Schuschu is a valued member of the 
York-Simcoe Area Council and is cur-
rently a member of the Diocesan Council 
Nominating Committee.

Joyce Sowby, ODT
St. James Cathedral
Ms. Sowby has been nominated by the 
Archbishop for her extraordinary contri-
butions to the Church, Trinity College, 
the University of Toronto and the prov-
ince of Ontario. A member of St. James 
Cathedral for 80 years, she is a published 
author and has spent decades investing 
in and contributing to historical Cana-
dian biographies and art collections, 
which she shares freely. Her kindness 
to immigrant families the cathedral has 
supported, as well as her decades-long 
service to the Cathedral York Group, 
personifies Christian charity in its truest 
form.

Stanley Squires, ODT
St. Saviour, Orono, Parish of Newcastle
Mr. Squires’ life of community mission 
has been influential to his small Anglican 
church in the village of Orono. He has 
chaired his parish’s Our Faith-Our Hope 

campaign, organized special dinners for 
the community to fundraise for various 
causes and worked to sponsor a Syrian 
refugee family, toward which more than 
300 people in the area contributed. He 
lives the belief that the Church is not a 
building, but a mission “with the commu-
nity and for the community.”

Carol Ann Trabert, ODT
Christ Church, Kettleby, Parish of Lloyd-
town
Mrs. Trabert has been nominated for 
her many years of faithful service to 
Christ Church, the Parish of Lloydtown 
and King Township. Her work as church-
warden at Christ Church and president 
of the King Township Foodbank displays 
the mercy of God. Her generous spirit, 
dedication to the gospel and compassion 
for those who suffer inspire others to do 
likewise.

Rebecca Wang, ODT
St. Margaret, New Toronto
Mrs. Wang has faithfully served her parish 
as organist and choirmaster since 1968. 
This year marks her 50th anniversary at 
St. Margaret’s. Sharing her considerable 
baking and cake-decorating skills and 
helping with events, she is a much-loved 
and respected member of the parish.

Dorothy Weir, ODT
St. Peter, Scarborough
Mrs. Weir has been nominated for her 62 
years of service as a member of the altar 
guild. She has designed well over 800 
floral arrangements that have beautified 
the church, giving joy and comfort to all. 
Along with her husband John, she was 
a founding member of St. Peter’s in 1955. 
Today, at 94, she continues to be a faithful 
Christian, setting a shining example of 
grace and humility for us all.

Patricia Weller, ODT
St. Peter, Cobourg
Mrs. Weller has been nominated by St. 
Peter, Cobourg for her commitment to 
helping others marginalized by life’s 
circumstances in what she would call a 
“sensible” way – by quietly and persis-
tently bringing churches and community 
agencies together to help others through 
her parish and across the community. 
Additionally, as chair of the leadership 
development committee, she interviews 
parishioners, finds the right volunteer 
ministry for them and provides calm 
coaching to ensure their effectiveness. 
When things need fixing, “Call Pat 
Weller” is what works.

James Weller, ODT
St. Peter, Cobourg
Mr. Weller has provided 24 years of com-
mitment to the production of Keynotes, 
a parish magazine of excellent quality. 
Through the pages of this five-times-a-
year publication, he has built a spirit of 
community and provided inspiration to 
the ministries of his parish and beyond. 
As a creative member of the diocesan 
Communications Committee for well over 
a decade, he helped to form many com-
munications initiatives across the diocese 
and share his valuable gifts more broadly.

Lance Wilson, ODT
St. John the Divine, Scarborough
Mr. Wilson has been nominated by the 
Archbishop for his service on the dioc-
esan Reconfiguration Team, working 
with parishes to discern a way forward 
in times of transition and amalgamation. 
Serving on the board of administration 
at St. George on Yonge, Toronto, and as a 
Bishop’s Envoy in the York-Scarborough 
area, his community service and service 
to his parish are stellar. He is a leading lo-
cal, provincial, national and international 
voice for racial justice and intercultural 
cooperation, and is currently engaged 
with diocesan Anglicans in fundraising 
for the people of the Diocese of North 
Eastern Caribbean and Aruba for hurri-
cane relief efforts.

wALKInG tOGEtHER
The Police/elder Walking Group serves up a Christmas lunch and gives out packages of toques, gloves and scarves to 
downtown Toronto’s marginalized community at Holy Trinity, Trinity Square on dec. 13. The group is a partnership of the 
Toronto Police Service’s 51 division and First Nation elders who travel the yonge and dundas streets area together to 
meet with and keep indigenous and marginalized people safe. PHOTOS By MiCHAel HudSON

Order honours laity for faithful service

Friends and family members take photos of Order of the diocese of Toronto recipients after the 
ceremony on Jan. 1. PHOTO By MiCHAel HudSON

Continued from Page 7
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Continued on Page 9

The diocese’s Our Faith-Our Hope 
campaign has provided $10.5 million in 
grants, in addition to the portion kept by 
the parishes. Here is how some of those 
grants have been spent. 

Adaptive Re-Use of 
Parish Facilities

St. Martin, Bay Ridges (Pickering)
$12,750 to address accessibility concerns. 
The parish installed an automatic door 
opener to allow easier access, created 
an accessible washroom and received esti-
mates for further accessibility projects. 
“We at St. Martin’s envision the day when 
our worship space will be fully accessible. 
The Re-Imagine Church grant has helped 
us start that process,” said Joe Moore, 
churchwarden. The parish later received 
another grant of $55,000 to continue its 
accessibility work.

St. Peter, Erindale
$75,000 to install a lift that is used daily to 
give worshippers and visitors full access 
to all floors of the building. “Thanks to 
the OFOH support, we were able to open 
up our church to new ministry opportuni-
ties by gaining accessibility for all,” said 
the Rev. Canon Jennifer Reid, incumbent. 
“We see the future as much rosier – peo-
ple are delighted with the lift.”

St. George Memorial, Oshawa
$35,000 for accessibility upgrades. The 
parish is installing an exterior acces-
sibility ramp and modifying an existing 
internal ramp. It is also hoping to replace 
existing entrance doors that have begun 
to rot and are not energy-efficient.

St. Stephen in-the-Fields, Toronto
$418,000 for major building renovations. 
The grant provided for roof and founda-
tion repairs, new hardwood floors, and 
a renovated kitchen and washrooms. St. 
Stephen’s was able to expand its capac-
ity for outreach and community work, 
enhance its worship space and ensure the 
long-term stability of the building. “Our 
volunteers are delighted by the size and 
functionality of the new kitchen, and we 
are already providing better meals for 
our guests,” said the Rev. Maggie Helwig, 
incumbent.

St. George, Grafton
$145,000 to revitalize the interior and 
exterior of the church and parish hall. The 
remodelled hall is a hub in the commu-
nity, hosting an internet café, a quilting 
group, men’s breakfasts, circles of prayer 
and other regular events in a comfortable, 
modern meeting place.

Communicating in 
a Wireless World

St. Bride, Clarkson
$15,000 for new audio equipment, projec-
tors, screens and cameras. Prayers and 
hymns for worship services are projected 
rather than printed, video content is used 
during sermons, and the parish is finding 
new ways to use video during services. 
“The grant has helped make it possible 
for us to communicate the Good News in 
more impactful ways through the use of 
visual media,” said the Rev. Canon Ste-
phen Peake, incumbent.

St. Paul, Newmarket
$30,000 to renew its technology and de-
velop a robust online presence, including 
a new website and branding. “As a parish 

without a main-street presence, this grant 
enabled us to develop an online presence 
that has become our point of entry for 
newcomers,” said Colleen Keats, church-
warden. “More people are saying they 
found us and learned of our ministries 
and events via our web presence than 
before.”

Diocesan Communications Department
$58,700 to help 18 parishes build seeker-
friendly websites, followed by $52,580 for 
a second phase of 20 parishes. Parishes 
work with a web designer, photographer 
and social media coach to enhance their 
online presence and develop communi-
cation strategies. “This has been a very 
engaging and fruitful process for us. We 
have become much more intentional in 
our use of social media,” said the Ven. 
Stephen Vail, incumbent of All Saints, 
Whitby, after participating in the pro-
gram.

Christ Memorial Church, Oshawa
$27,298 to enhance its technology for mis-
sion. The parish upgraded its technologi-
cal equipment, developed a new website, 
started posting sermons online, created a 
Facebook page and improved its capacity 
for graphic design. “We are so grateful for 
our OFOH grant,” said Michelle Nichols, 
churchwarden. “The whole process stimu-
lated and continues to stimulate new 
engagement with social media, communi-
cations and even our ‘branding.’ What a 
lift this has been!”

St. Cuthbert, Leaside
$4,000 to upgrade the church’s sound 
system to accommodate assistive hearing 
devices. The project increased participa-
tion in worship by those with hearing 
impairments and created a more inclusive 
and welcoming atmosphere. “I think the 

hearing devices are wonderful – I would 
be lost without them,” said one parish-
ioner. “When people were reading the 
Prayers of the People or anything from 
the pulpit, I couldn’t hear at all. I think 
they are a wonderful idea.”

Grace Church on-the-Hill, Toronto
$12,000 to develop a mobile app for Apple 
and Android phones to connect with the 
congregation and the wider community. 
It includes readings, daily prayer, videos 
and photos. “The Grace Church app has 
opened many new doors in the parish in 
connecting in a wireless world. We have 
spread the music of Grace Church well 
beyond our doors,” said Chris Leonard, 
director of administration. 

Enabling Parishes to 
Become Multi-Staffed

St. Olave, Swansea
$49,000 to hire a child and youth minister 
to nurture the spiritual lives of children 
and their parents. The parish has also 
held events outside of regular worship 
times to reach more families who aren’t 
able to attend on Sunday mornings. 
“Our Our Faith-Our Hope grant helped 
us revitalize our children’s ministry and 
support our youth with the addition of a 
staff member. Without this much-needed 
investment, our volunteer resources 
would have been stretched beyond capac-
ity,” said Janice Douglas, coordinator of 
the parish’s Junior Church Leadership 
committee.

St. Mary Magdalene, Toronto
$75,000 to hire a part-time associate 
priest responsible for children and youth 
work. Under the leadership of the Rev. 
Jennifer Schick, the parish has found 
new ways to connect with its youngest 
members. “We’re trying to grow our 
ministry both inside and out,” she said. 
“We’re also aware that we need to reach 
out to the wider community, too.”

Leadership Development
The Rev. Peter Mills, St. John, Ida
$2,500 for tuition fees to pursue a gradu-
ate certificate in missional leadership 
and formation at Wycliffe College. “This 
grant enabled me to participate in the 
Missional Leadership certificate course, 
which has invigorated my preaching and 
leadership. I have been given some tools 
that will help me cultivate a community 
with a missional heart,” said Mr. Mills.

Pioneering Ministry
St. Paul, L’Amoreaux, Toronto
$60,000 to establish a chapel ministry 
at Silversprings Park, a large low-
income rental complex located at Finch 
and Birchmount in Scarborough. The 
chapel offers weekly services, pastoral 
care, Christian study and service, and a 
satellite office for St. Paul’s L’Amoreaux 
Centre. It also enhances the development 
of community support programs.

St. John, West Toronto
$26,870 to support a new part-time youth 
worker with a focus on LGBTQ youth. 
The church hired Cormac Culkeen, who 
has started a monthly queer Eucharist 
and a weekly youth drop-in while making 
connections among LGBTQ youth in the 
parish and the wider community. “We 
know that LGBTQ youth do not have an 
easy walk of it in high school, so that’s 
what we set out to do: create a space for 
them to explore the possibility of faith in 
their lives,” said the Rev. Samantha Cara-
van, incumbent.

Sisterhood of St. John the Divine
$100,000 to support the Companions on 
an Ancient Path program, a year-long 
experience in intentional community for 
young women. “We feel this program 
answers a need that is expressed by 
young people in our church – how to be 
more grounded in their spiritual life and 
also to develop skills that will be useful 
in pioneering ministries that they may 
be involved in,” said Sister Constance 
Joanna Gefvert.

The last chance for parishes and indi-
viduals to apply for Our Faith-Our Hope 
grants will be September 2021. Grants are 
awarded twice a year, in the spring and 
fall. Each category has its own applica-
tion guidelines and forms, and all appli-
cations need the support of the church’s 
area bishop. The next deadline is April 
15. For more information, visit the dio-
cese’s website, www.toronto.anglican.ca. 

Grants help re-imagine Church

Grants in 2015 funded new positions and 
ministries. Clockwise from above: the Rev. 
Jennifer Schick at St. Mary Magdalene, Toronto; 
Joshua Jayakumar plays at the Silversprings 
Park chapel; the social media team at St. 
Martin, Bay Ridges (Pickering). PHOTOS By 
MiCHAel HudSON



10    TheAnglican February 2018IntERvIEw

The Rev. Augusto Nunez is the priest-in-
charge of St. Saviour, Orono. 

One of the highlights of my ministry 
came when I was appointed priest-
in-charge at St. Saviour’s in Orono. 
Although I had held positions in ministry, 
this was my first time leading a group 
of parishioners. It has been a blessing 
integrating myself into the community of 
Orono through visitation, our outreach 
activities and fundraising events. St. Sav-
iour’s incorporates into its vision the Five 
Marks of Mission, including outreach to 
the Indigenous community and, in 2017, to 
the migrant farm workers in the area. 

My involvement with the ministry to 
migrant farm workers began three 
years ago at St. Paul, Beaverton. In 2017, 
the ministry was extended to the farms in 
and around Bowmanville and Orono. We 
introduced services for the workers every 
Sunday afternoon from the middle of July 
to the end of September. We alternated 
between St. John, Bowmanville and St. 
Saviour, Orono. Our collaboration with 
farm owners, social agencies and medical 
staff has enriched and developed our out-
reach to the workers. Many are extremely 
grateful for all that the Church does for 
them and for the spiritual support they 
have received. We are grateful to the 
diocese for its support and for the help 
of the Rev. Canon Christopher Greaves, 
the Rev. Canon Ted McCollum and the 
volunteers of both churches who are so 
willing to help.  

My involvement in this work is a 
response to the call of God in my life. 
He has called me to serve in his Church, 
and therefore I find great fulfillment in 
preaching, teaching and serving others. 
My vision is to help them to know Christ 
and to equip the Church to reach others 
with his love. I believe in the transforma-
tive power of God’s Spirit in our lives and 
the hope that he gives in this life and the 
one to come. Therefore, I am compelled to 
share this love of Christ with all – either 
with my parishioners,  seasonal migrant 

workers, the poor and the rich. We all 
need Christ.

In retrospect, my training as a soccer 
coach, a community chaplain and my 
ability to communicate in English and 
Spanish have facilitated me to be of 
service in my current position. I believe 
this is amazing and sometimes unbeliev-
able, and I can say with certainty that 
God uses the gifts that you have for his 
purposes as you put yourself in his hands. 
Of course, there are challenges and grow-
ing pains in ministry.  For example, it was 
discouraging when we saw our numbers 
decrease for the services in Bowman-
ville in September, only to discover that 
during harvest the workers are busy 

and sometimes too tired to come to our 
services. Therefore, during these times, 
we proposed to go to them and hold the 
services on the farms.  

I was born in Peru, in a city called 
Callao, one of the largest port cities in 
the country. After my parents separated, 
my mom emigrated to Canada in the 
early ’70s and sent for my two sisters and 
myself. We arrived in Toronto when I was 
in my preteen years. I was delighted to 
come to this new country with the new 
opportunities that it offered for my future, 
but it was not easy for me to witness the 
separation of my parents, be uprooted 
from family and friends and learn a sec-
ond language. Before ordination, I spent 

some time in Johnstown, Pennsylvania 
working as a trainee counselor for Peniel, 
a residential Christian drug and alcohol 
rehabilitation program. Residents were 
taught Christian biblical principles to live 
by and healthy alternatives to combat 
the destructive habits of drug addiction.   
Many of the clients were from large cities 
– New York, Philadelphia and Washington 
– and the objective was to relocate them 
to a small rural town where they could 
focus on rehabilitation.     

I was baptized in the Roman Catholic 
Church in Peru. My grandmother was a 
significant influence in my life. She took 
me to church when I was very young. 
These services made a big impression 
on me because I was introduced to a 
God that had shown his love for me by 
sending his Son to be my Saviour and 
Redeemer. In my teenage years, my faith 
in God became alive by the working of his 
Holy Spirit, and it was at this point that I 
decided to pursue theological studies. In 
my late twenties, I married my beautiful 
wife Jacqueline and started Bible Col-
lege in Peterborough. We raised our four 
boys in Peterborough, and I finished my 
MDiv at Wycliffe College. Subsequently, I 
worked as a community chaplain but was 
drawn to parish ministry. With my Angli-
can training, and having a wife who was 
Anglican, I applied for ordination in the 
Anglican Church, and the rest is history. 

Looking ahead, I hope to have the minis-
try to migrant workers more established 
and in other areas in the region. Fur-
thermore, I intend to apply the knowledge 
I learned in a program to see how best to 
reach out to the unchurched, the broken 
and those who feel marginalized by society.

My favourite passage from scripture 
is John 3:16: “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.” God loves us and 
all his creation; I am humbled that he has 
chosen me to play a part in this great plan 
of salvation.

The Rev. Augusto Nunez with Bishop Riscylla Shaw outside St. Saviour, Orono. 

We all need Christ

Church brightens 
youth home’s 
Christmas
For several years, St. Barnabas, 
Chester in Toronto has supported 
the Kennedy House Youth Centre 
on Pape Avenue with a donation 
every month. In 2017, the church 
wanted to be more active in its 

support of the youth who make the 
centre their home. It donated school 
supplies in early September, and 
for Christmas, at the suggestion 
of a parishioner, it provided each 
youth with a Christmas stocking.
“We put out a box (in the church) 
for items such as scarves, hats, 
gloves, manicure sets, ear phones 
and personal toiletry items,” says 
the Rev. Jeanette Lewis, priest-in-
charge. “The desk was overflowing 
with items as Advent went by. We 
also collected enough money to 
provide each youth with a $20 gift 
card to McDonalds.”

Ms. Lewis and some other clergy 

were having lunch in a local restau-
rant and discussing the initiative 
when the manager approached and 
asked if the restaurant could help 
out, to which Ms. Lewis said yes. 
“Together, we provided Christmas 
stockings for 43 youth on Christ-
mas morning,” she says. “We also 
provided several hundred dollars 
for the centre to purchase anything 
needed for their celebrations.”

Michelle Cutts, the centre’s sen-
ior development officer, helped fill 
the stockings after the church’s 
midweek Eucharist on Dec. 21, and 
also delivered them. “The spirit 
of giving is alive and well at St. 

Barnabas and we are already think-
ing about what we can do to show 
God’s love on Valentine’s Day,” 
says Ms. Lewis.

Members of St. Barnabas, Chester pack Christmas stockings for youth at the 
kennedy House youth Centre. 

St. John’s Willowdale
1087 Lillian St., Willowdale, Ontario, M2M 3G1

Seeking Choir Conductor
for Chinese (Cantonese) Congregation.

We need someone
P		who can work with a variety of styles 

of sacred music,
P		who has experience in choir conducting 

and good communication skills.

P		The Conductor will lead our volunteer 
organists in using our electric organ.

Resume in confidence to our Rector,
Rev. Canon Simon Li at

simonli.toronto@gmail.com

PARIsH
nEws

COnFIRmED
The Rev. Hernan Astudillo introduces 
Melisa Moran, Gabriella Hernandez, 
Annie Garcia, Martha Flores and 
Raquel Flores before they are 
confirmed by Bishop Jenny Andison, 
the area bishop of york-Credit Valley, 
at San lorenzo-dufferin Avenue, 
Toronto on Jan. 7. Bishop Andison 
spoke in Spanish for the liturgy. 
PHOTOS By MiCHAel HudSON
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REAL EstAtE COunsELLInG COunsELLInG

Award-winning 
real estate in Toronto 

for over 25 years

Sales Representative
Chestnut Park Real Estate 

Limited, Brokerage

416.925.9191

Helping Sellers obtain 
the best prices for 

their homes.

I look forward to hearing 
from you.

Carolyn
McIntire Smyth

DAVID A.S. WRIGHT
B.A. M.Div.
Registered

Psychotherapist 

• Pastoral Counsellor
• Individual / Couple
 Psychotherapy
• Psychoanalysis
• Supervision /
 Consultation

204 St. George Street
Toronto, Ontario M5R 2N5

Tel. 416-960-6486

Pastoral Counsellor
Registered

Psychotherapist

Susan E. Haig
LL.B., M.Div.

110 Eglinton Ave. W., Suite 303D
Toronto, ON  M4R 1A3

416.605.3588

In mOtIOn

Appointments 
•	 						The	Rev.	Robin	Peasgood,	

Pastoral Care Provider for the 
retired clergy of Victoria-Hali-
burton Deanery, Oct. 1, 2017.

•	 									The	Rev.	Matt	Adams,	Hon-
orary Assistant, St. Aidan, 
Toronto, Dec. 3, 2017.

•	 			The	Rt.	Rev.	Dr.	Michael	
Pollesel, Honorary Assistant, 
St. Dunstan of Canterbury, 
Scarborough, Dec. 3, 2017.

•	 			The	Rev.	Canon	Ron	Davidson,	
Honorary Assistant, St. Bride, 
Clarkson, Dec. 4, 2017. 

•	 			The	Rev.	Claire	Goodrich	Dyer,	
Honorary Assistant, Christ 
Church, Scarborough, Dec. 10, 
2017.

•	 			The	Rev.	Joanna	Manning,	
Honorary Assistant, Holy 
Trinity, Trinity Square, Dec. 10, 
2017.

•	 			The	Rev.	Canon	Michael	Bur-
gess, Honorary Assistant, St. 
Timothy, North Toronto, Dec. 
17, 2017.

•	 			The	Rev.	Canon	John	Ander-
son, Regional Dean, Huronia 
Deanery, Jan. 1.

•	 			The	Rev.	Canon	Dr.	David	Bark-
er, Interim Priest-in-Charge, 
St. George, Haliburton and St. 
Margaret, Wilberforce, Jan. 1.

•	 			The	Ven.	William	Gray,	Interim	
Priest-in-Charge, Parish of Bob-
caygeon, Dunsford and Burnt 
River, Jan 1.

•	 			The	Ven.	Elizabeth	Hardy,	
Priest-in-Charge, St. John, East 
Orangeville, Jan. 1.

•	 			The	Rev.	Janet	Sidey,	Interim	
Priest-in-Charge, St. Hilary, 
Cooksville, Jan. 1. 

•	 			The	Rev.	Susan	Snelling,	
Priest-in-Charge, Good Shep-
herd, Stayner, Jan. 1.

•	 			The	Rev.	Dr.	John	Stephenson,	
Priest-in-Charge, St. John the 
Divine, Scarborough, Jan. 1.

•	 			The	Rev.	Canon	John	Wilton,	
Interim Priest-in-Charge, 
Christ Church, Bolton, Jan. 6.

•	 			The	Rev.	Canon	Anthony	Jem-
mott, Interim Priest-in-Charge, 
St. George, Newcastle, Jan. 8.

Ordinations
•	 				The	Rev.	Sean	Davidson	was	

ordained a Priest at the Church 
of the Resurrection, Toronto on 
Jan. 20.

•	 	The	Rev.	Philip	Josselyn-Ham-
ilton will be ordained a Priest 
at Trinity Church, Aurora on 
Feb. 2 at 7 p.m.

•	 	The	Rev.	Philip	Stonhouse	will	
be ordained a Priest at St. Bride, 
Clarkson on Feb. 25 at 4 p.m.

Vacant Incumbencies
Clergy from outside the diocese with 
the permission of their bishop may 
apply through the Diocesan Execu-
tive Assistant, Mrs. Mary Conliffe.

First Phase - Parish Selection 
Committee in Formation (not yet 
receiving names):
•	 				Parish	of	Churchill	and	Cooks-

town
•	 			St.	Andrew,	Scarborough
•	 			St.	John,	Bowmanville

Second Phase - Parish Selection 
Committee (receiving names via 
Area Bishop):
•	 				Parish	of	Bobcaygeon,	Duns-

ford & Burnt River (Trent-
Durham)

Celebrations of 
New Ministry
Trent Durham    
•	 	The	Rev.	Canon	Kit	Greaves,	

Priest-in-Charge, Christ Memo-
rial, Oshawa, Jan. 28 at 4 p.m.

York-Credit Valley  
•	 				The	Rev.	Michael	Stuchbery,	In-

cumbent, St. Philip, Etobicoke, 
Jan. 28 at 4 p.m.

York-Scarborough  
•	 				The	Rev.	Canon	Cheryl	Palmer,	

Incumbent, Christ Church, 
Deer Park, Jan. 28 at 4 p.m.

Conclusions
•	 				The	Rev.	David	Opheim	has	

resigned. His last day at All 
Saints, Sherbourne Street, 
Toronto was Dec. 22, 2017.

Retirement
•	 				The	Rev.	Canon	Anne	Moore’s	

last Sunday at the Parish of 
Haliburton was Dec. 31, 2017.

Deaths
•	 			The	Rev.	Donald	Henderson	

died on Dec. 8, 2017. Ordained 
deacon in 1978 and priest in 
1979, he served as incumbent of 
St. Philip, Etobicoke. In his re-
tirement he served as interim 
priest-in-charge of several par-
ishes and honorary assistant 
of St. Dunstan of Canterbury, 
Scarborough and St. Joseph 
of Nazareth, Bramalea. His 
funeral was held at St. Martin 
in-the-Fields, Toronto on Dec. 
15, 2017.  

•	 			The	Rev.	Donna	White	died	on	
Dec. 26, 2017. Ordained deacon 
in 1998, she served as deacon 

of Christ Church, Bobcaygeon 
until her retirement in 2012. 
Her funeral was held at Christ 
Church, Bobcaygeon on Jan. 3. 

•	 			Myles	Hunter,	formerly	a	
priest of the Diocese of Toronto 
and incumbent at St. George 
on-the-Hill, Toronto from 2000 
to 2012, died in St. Catharines, 
Ont., on Dec. 20, 2017. His fam-
ily held a private memorial 
service.  

•	 			The	Rev.	Samuel	Hanna	died	

on Dec. 21, 2017. Ordained in 
1958, he served in the Canadian 
Armed Forces as a chaplain be-
fore transferring to the Diocese 
of Toronto, where he served as 
assistant curate at St. Aidan, 
Toronto. He left the Diocese 
of Toronto in 1968, and in his 
retirement worshipped at the 
Church of the Resurrection and 
St. Aidan, Toronto. His funeral 
was held at St. Aidan, Toronto 
on Jan. 5. 

LOOKInG AHEAD
To submit items for Looking Ahead, 
email editor@toronto.anglican.ca. 
The deadline for the March issue 
is Feb. 1. Parishes can also pro-
mote their events on the diocese’s 
website Calendar at www.toronto.
anglican.ca.

Music & Worship
FeB. 4 & 18 – Jazz Vespers, 4 p.m., 
Feb. 4 at St. Philip, Etobicoke, and 
Feb. 18 at All Saints, Kingsway.  
FeB. 11 - Choir and chamber orches-
tra perform music by J. S. Bach, 
7 p.m., Church of the Redeemer, 
Bloor Street and Avenue Road, 
Toronto.
JAn. 31 & FeB. 14, 28 – Kingsway Organ 
Recital Series, 12:30 p.m. at All 
Saints, Kingsway, 2850 Bloor St. 
W., Toronto. For programs, visit 
www.organixconcerts.ca.  
FeB. 11 – Join the churches of Grace 
Church, Scarborough and Christ 
Church, Scarborough Village for a 
Black History Service at 4:30 p.m. 
at Grace Church, Scarborough, 
700 Kennedy Rd., Scarborough. 
The theme is diversity and com-
monality and the preacher will be 
Bishop Peter Fenty. 
FeB. 18 - Black History Month Ser-
vice, 10:30 a.m., guest presenter 
Francis Jeffers sharing contribu-
tions of black people in science, 
technology, engineering and math-
ematics, at Holy Trinity, Guild-
wood, 85 Livingston Rd., Toronto. 

Workshops & Gatherings
JAn. 28 – “Not Your Average Church 
Service,” 10:30 a.m., contemporary 
worship music and family friendly, 
Holy Trinity, Guildwood, Toronto, 
85 Livingston Rd., Toronto. 
JAn. 30 - “Spirited” - food and drink 
for the body and soul – 7:30 p.m. to 
9 p.m., at Ace’s Place Bar and Grill, 
113 Guildwood Parkway, Toronto. 
Spirited is an opportunity to relax 
and enjoy some spiritual conver-
sation. Hosted by Holy Trinity, 
Guildwood.
FeB. 2 - Debbie Cowling shows and 
narrates her colourful slides of 
Cairo, the Egyptian museum, 

camel riding by the pyramids, a 
cruise on the Nile, the Abu Sim-
bel temples, a Red Sea resort, 
plus key mosques and Christian 
churches, 7-8 p.m., St. Olave, Bloor 
Street and Windermere Avenue, 
Toronto. Preceded by Candlemas 
Communion at 6 p.m., and a light 
supper at 6:30. 
FeB. 11 - 2018 Environmental Film 
Festival presents “Water in All the 
Wrong Places,” noon to 2 p.m., St. 
Cuthbert, Leaside, 1399 Bayview 
Ave. Toronto. Moderator is Stefan 
Hostetter of Green Majority. Light 
lunch, film and discussion. Call 
416-485-0329.
FeB. 13 - St. Peter, Erindale’s church 
choir will be serving pancakes and 
accompaniments to all comers 
commencing at 5:30 p.m. in the 
church hall, located at 3041 Mis-
sissauga Rd., just north of Dundas 
Street in Mississauga.
FeB. 18 - Choral Evensong for the 
First Sunday in Lent at 4 p.m., 
followed by light refreshments, 
during which the choir’s direc-
tor, Clement Carelse, examines 
the life, works and influences of 
French composer Charles Gounod 
(1818-93), noted for his Ave Maria 
and opera Faust, at St. Olave Bloor 
Street and Windermere Avenue, 
Toronto.  
FeB. 19 - Family Day Winter Fair, 
1 p.m., crafts, food, games and 
more, Holy Trinity, Guildwood, 85 
Livingston Rd., Toronto. 
FeB. 21-MARCH 21 - “Transformative 
Women of the Bible,” a Lenten 
study combining humour, insight-
ful scholarship and stimulating 
discussion, Wednesdays at Holy 
Trinity, Guildwood, 85 Livingston 
Rd., Toronto. 
FeB. 27 - “Spirited” – food and drink 
for the body and soul – 7:30 p.m to 
9 p.m., at Ace’s Place Bar and Grill, 
113 Guildwood Parkway, Toronto. 
Hosted by Holy Trinity, Guildwood. 
An opportunity to relax as well as 
enjoy some spiritual conversation. 
MARCH 1,3,4 - Creation Care 2018 at 
St. Cuthbert, Leaside, 1399 Bayview 
Ave. Toronto. Eucharist at 7:30 p.m. 
on March 1; environmental fair 
with over 20 exhibitors, special 
speakers, and children’s program, 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on March 3; Choral 
Eucharist,10 a.m., March 4.

PRAYER CYCLE

FOR FEbRuARY 
1.  st. Peter and st. simon the 

Apostle, toronto
2. st. bartholomew, toronto
3. st. James Cathedral
4. victoria & Haliburton Deanery
5. Christ Church, bobcaygeon
6.  Clergy programs of the diocese: 

momentum and Fresh start
7. st. George, Haliburton
8. st. James, Fenelon Falls
9. st. James, Kinmount
10. st. John, Dunsford
11. Faithworks
12. st. John, Rosedale
13. st. Luke, burnt River

14. Ash wednesday
15. st. Paul, beaverton
16. st. Paul, Lindsay
17. st. Paul, minden
18.  Anglican Church women – Dr. 

Anita Gittens, ODt, diocesan 
president

19. st. margaret, wilberforce
20. st. Peter, maple Lake
21.  the Chapel of st. James, west 

brock
22. Christ Church, Coboconk
23. Epiphany and st. mark, Parkdale
24. Jeremiah Community, toronto
25. bishop Peter Fenty
26. Order of the Holy Cross Priory
27. st. Anne, toronto
28. st. Chad, toronto

sERvICEs

ST. TIMOTHY’S CHURCH
AGINCOURT

WOODWORKING
SHOP

Do you need furniture 
repaired/refinished,
caning work, or a

custom item built?
For a good deal, and
to help your church,

call Ken at
416-438-4055

or email
kgpage@Qenesis.com

Churches in the diocese will have 
received their subscription list for 
The Anglican and Anglican Jour-
nal. Please take the time to update 
it and send the changes back to 
the office of the Anglican Jour-
nal, 80 Hayden St., Toronto, Ont., 

M4Y 3G2 or email the changes to 
circulation@national.anglican.
ca. Keeping your list up to date 
reduces mailing costs, helps the 
environment and ensures that new 
parishioners are connected with 
the diocese and the wider church.

time to update list
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A holy moment on the way

By the rev. Canon DavID harrIson

IT took 1,136,875 steps for me to walk the 
800 kilometres of the Camino de Santiago 
through northern Spain last spring. And 
it meant climbing – and descending – the 
equivalent of 1,633 flights of stairs (or so 
says my iPhone). Those are the numbers 
of my 38-day pilgrimage. But they aren’t 
the real story.

The real story is that this pilgrimage 
was a sacramental experience. It had its 
“outward and visible signs,” to be sure: sore 
feet, the drudgery of walking 20 or 25 km a 
day, closely shared quarters, precious little 
privacy, and the constant weight of my 9kg 
pack containing my entire belongings for 
six and a half weeks away from home. But 
there were also (thank God) those “inward 
and spiritual graces” that gave my pilgrim-
age depth, breadth and life.

Fortunate to have the opportunity to take a 
sabbatical from my parish after seven years, 
and still working through what had been 
a challenging year, I walked. My spiritual 
director helped me understand the walk 
as sacramental in itself – an outward and 
visible walking from a familiar place to a 
new place and, what’s more, an inward and 
spiritual journey of rest and renewal (and, 
yes, endurance). 

For me, sacraments are all about encoun-
tering. I encounter the living Christ in the 
ordinary things of life: bread, wine, water, 
oil and, yes, people – those ordinary things 
that become, through the grace of God, ex-
traordinary. Out of this world, and yet still 
very much in it.

The medieval pilgrimage from near the 
French-Spanish border in the Pyrenees to 
Santiago, where the remains of St. James are 
said to rest, has experienced a meteoric re-
surgence of interest in the past few decades. 
More than a quarter of a million pilgrims 
arrive each year in Santiago following one 
of several medieval routes. The journey 
needn’t be solitary – unless you choose to 
walk alone, which I did (at least for most of 
the time): hours and hours to be alone with 
one’s thoughts. Balm for an introvert!

My grandparents consumed my thoughts 
one morning as I walked toward a place 

called Viana on the seventh day of my walk, 
pondering what I remembered about each of 
them. There was a span of 30 years between 
the shock of my maternal grandfather’s sud-
den death when I was 10 and the expected 
death of my paternal grandmother when I 
was almost 40. About to turn 51 and myself 
a parent of two adults, the sure and steady 
passing of time and generations swirled 
around in my head and, what’s more, my 
heart. Pondering all this, I looked ahead and 
saw an elderly woman walking toward me, 
slowly but confidently relying on her cane. 
As I approached her, I was overwhelmed with 
a deep sense of love for her, an unexpected 
welling up of emotion that compelled me to 
tip my worn and cherished trekking hat to 
her. To my surprise she stopped, came to 
me, took my hands in hers, looked straight 
up into my eyes and spoke directly to me. 
Having failed in my ambition to learn some 
Spanish before I left, I understood not a word 
except “God bless you.” 

“God bless you” she said, and then con-
tinued her walk out of town.

I stood still for a while and watched as 
she walked away from me. Even in that in-
stant I knew that this would be one of those 
profound and unexpected encounters that 
would animate my Camino pilgrimage. It was 
neither planned nor expected but was both 
outward and visible, inward and spiritual.

The word “sacrament” comes from the 
word “sacred” or “holy,” and this brief en-
counter was certainly that. But sacrament 
also means “mystery.” Not mystery in the 
sense of something to be solved, but rather 
something so numinous and profound that 
it cannot be fully contained with words nor 

dissected by analysis. By God’s grace, the 
water poured over our heads incorporates 
us into Jesus’ death and resurrection. The 
bread and wine placed upon the altar become 
his very life given for us. In my spiritual 
middle age, I care not a whit to understand 
the how and the why of these mysteries. I’m 
perfectly happy to rest easy “seeing through 
a mirror, dimly,” as St. Paul puts it.

It remains a mystery to me why this one 
woman, out of hundreds and hundreds I 
passed, stopped. Or why I was taken with 
a deep and spontaneous love for her. Or 
why I tipped my hat. But it is not a mystery 
I care to try to understand. I only care to 
continue to cherish this fleeting encounter 
on my Camino pilgrimage – knowing that 
somehow God’s love was made visible for me 
in the grasp of her hands and in whatever 
words she spoke. And being thankful that 
God does work in mysterious ways.

The Rev. Canon David Harrison is the in-
cumbent of St. Mary Magdalene, Toronto. 

God’s love made 
visible during 
fleeting encounter 
on pilgrimage

The Rev. Canon david Harrison on the Camino de 
Santiago in northern Spain. At right, the woman 
who stopped to say, ‘God bless you.’ PHOTOS 
COuRTeSy OF CANON HARRiSON

CAnADA
bRIEFs
Food truck serves 
hungry kids
SAINT JOHN - A three-way partnership 
between the Anglican and United churches 
and the Salvation Army is bringing food and 
winter clothing to hungry and cold children 
in the city.

Since last September, the Westside Angli-
can Mission, which already runs a café for 
the city’s hungry, has been partnering with 
Saint John’s Carleton Kirk United Church 
and the local Salvation Army to hand out 
sandwiches from a Salvation Army disaster 
response truck. Every Wednesday evening, 
volunteers spend an hour and a half giving 
sandwiches, home-made cookies and hot 
dogs to hungry people in some of the city’s 
poorest neighbourhoods. About 90 per cent 
of the people who come for food are children, 
says volunteer Jeff Edison.

Many of those who come, says volunteer 
Judy Mae Gallant, are not dressed for the 
weather, and she and other volunteers give 
away winter hats and mittens, and take 
requests for coats, all donated by the Salva-
tion Army.

The idea for the ecumenical food truck 
arose last winter, says the Rev. Rob Sal-
loum, pastor of the Westside Anglican Mis-
sion, when his wife proposed handing out 
sandwiches as a way of reaching out to the 
community. Then, in June, he noticed the 
Salvation Army truck, and the idea of using 
it was born. 

The weekly food program costs about $70 
per week, which is donated by members of 
the Westside Anglican Mission and Carleton 
Kirk United Church. The Salvation Army 
allows them to use the truck for free.

With almost a third of its children living 
in poverty, Saint John was recently named 
as having the highest child-poverty rate 
among major Canadian cities.
The New Brunswick Anglican

Diocese moves toward 
balanced budget
QUEBEC - After years of struggling with high 
deficits, the Diocese of Quebec is looking at 
a “near-balanced budget” for 2018 as a result 
of a number of cost-cutting measures, Bishop 
Bruce Myers says.

The diocese’s Executive Council passed 
the budget with a projected deficit of $10,000, 
said Bishop Myers – an expression of the 
diocese’s current resolve to live within its 
means after years in which deficits reached 
as high as $300,000.

The diocese was able to project such a 
small deficit by taking a number of meas-
ures, including delaying the date of the next 
Synod from this year to 2019. There will also 
be less money available to support mission 
and ministry projects.

The diocese is also slashing the member-
ship of its synods, partly as a cost-saving 
measure. At its last meeting, in 2015, the 
Synod voted to reduce the size of future 
synods by roughly one-half.

“Our financial challenges as a church 
remain significant, but achieving budgetary 
equilibrium is an important step in address-
ing those challenges,” said Bishop Myers. 
“Living within our means is a necessary 
aspect of good stewardship. In doing so, we 
also help enhance our longer-term sustain-
ability, so that we can continue to try and be 
the church God is calling us to be for years 
more to come.”

www.toronto.anglican.ca

new manager of major 
gifts, legacy giving 
MICHAel Cassabon is the new manager of 
major gifts and legacy giving for the Angli-
can Diocese of Toronto Foundation, which 
provides financial support for the diocese 
and its parishes.

Mr. Cassabon, who started on Sept. 5, sees 
his role as one of building relationships and 
getting people excited about the mission 
and ministry of the diocese. “The more 
enthusiastic we can all be, the more we can 
get engaged. That doesn’t mean just giving 
money; that means engaging our whole 

selves, our time, our talent, our treasure, 
the gifts that God has given us to build up 
the reign of God in our local community,” 
he says. “That’s what the gospel calls us to.”

He brings experience in fundraising from 
his background in the Roman Catholic 
Church. As a parish priest for 10 years, he 
spent much of his ministry in South Carolina, 
where he helped his diocese open schools 
and churches to meet the needs of a growing 
Catholic population. He moved to Toronto in 
2016 and worships at St. James Cathedral.

As he gets to know the diocese, Mr. Cas-
sabon says he is looking forward to meeting 
local clergy and lay leaders. “We’re here to 
support what they’re doing and to help other 
parishes collaborate with one another,” he 
says. “We know that none of us are in this 
alone.”

Michael Cassabon sees his role as one of 
building relationships and getting people 
excited about the mission and ministry of the 
diocese. PHOTO By MiCHAel HudSON


