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Yes, you too can 
write a hymn

Youth recharge 
at retreat

Cathedral releases new CD

BY MARTHA HOLMEN 

“LORD, I cry to thee, give ear to my 
voice when I pray thee.” So begins 
– in Finnish – Gate of Heaven, the 
recently released CD from the choir 
of St. James Cathedral, Toronto, 
its first recording in more than 
two decades.

Featuring 19 choristers, all of 
whom sing at the 11 a.m. Eucharist 
and 4:30 p.m. Choral Evensong 
every Sunday, the album takes 
listeners on a journey through 
the church year. It begins with 
Advent and touches on Christmas, 

Epiphany, the Transfiguration, 
Lent, Holy Week, Easter and Re-
membrance Day, with choral pieces 
ranging from 16th-century Belgium 
through to 21st-century Canada. It 
also includes the premiere record-
ings of several works.

Recording a CD has been one of 
Robert Busiakiewicz’s goals since 
starting as the cathedral’s direc-
tor of music in 2015. “It was quite 

clear that the amount of talent in 
Toronto is enormous. It rivals any 
of the great cities in the world in 
terms of musical talent, not least in 
church music,” he says. “I thought 
we should not only say that Toronto 
is filled with brilliant music, but we 
should prove it.”

With the financial support of a 
generous parishioner, the cathe-
dral’s music department started 
putting the pieces in place to make 
it happen, a process that took sever-
al years. The nature of the singers’ 
contracts was changed to create a 
stable group that would be avail-
able for four consecutive weeks 
to make the recording, and Mr. 
Busiakiewicz found a technician 
and a producer.

Choosing a venue proved to be 
particularly challenging. “Although 
there’s lots of brilliant churches 
in Toronto, most of the greatest 
churches are on main roads,” he 
says. The noise from honking horns, 
a passing streetcar or a subway 
running beneath the building can 

easily ruin a recording. “You’re 
looking for a quiet church with a 
good acoustic with a decent organ, 
which is actually a pretty tall or-
der.” Eventually, he and Ian Sadler, 
the cathedral’s organist at the time, 
settled on the chapel at Royal St. 
George’s College in Toronto.

With the logistics taken care 
of, Mr. Busiakiewicz turned his 
attention to choosing pieces that 
would represent the breadth of 
music heard at the cathedral every 
Sunday, a diverse repertoire from 
across centuries, continents and 
traditions. “I hope that when people 
come to St. James, they get quite a 
lot of things that they recognize, but 
they’re also challenged musically 
and challenged in terms of their 
aesthetic, challenged to think about 
the gospel in a different way,” he 
says. “What does Pentecost really 
sound like, the rushing wind and 
the fire? What does ‘Holy, holy, 
holy’ really sound like when the 
cherubim and seraphim sing that? 

Continued on Page 2

The cover of Gate of Heaven, by artist 
Marra Saltmarche.

Participants of an inter-faith vigil for the environment at Holy Trinity, Trinity Square on Sept. 22 paint in letters on a banner that later hung outside the church. 
Anglicans also took part in a ‘climate strike’ at Queen’s Park and other locations on Sept. 27. For more photos, see Page 7. PHOTO BY MICHAEL HUDSON

Album takes 
listeners 
through 
church year

BY ELIN GOULDEN 

ANGLICANS took part in a week of 
global climate action that was held 
Sept. 20-27 to correspond with the 
UN Climate Action Summit in New 
York. The actions were taken in 
solidarity with the youth movement 
“Fridays for Future,” associated 
with Swedish teen climate activist 
Greta Thunberg, one of several 
young people who addressed the 
UN on Sept. 23 and joined a march 
in Montreal on Sept. 27. The aim 
of the actions was to call attention 
to the urgency of the climate crisis 
and demand bold steps from world 
leaders to address the problem.

On Sept. 22, Anglicans and oth-
er people of faith gathered for a 
vigil starting at Friends House, 
the home of the Toronto Monthly 
Meeting of the Religious Society 
of Friends (Quakers). Archbishop 
Colin Johnson was one of the An-
glicans who participated in the 
Quaker-led prayer. After an hour, 

Anglicans 
turn out 
for climate 

Continued on Page 7

BY STUART MANN 

THE diocese is considering changes 
to its governance structure so that it 
better serves the diocese’s mission. 

The recommended changes are 
contained in a report by the dio-
cese’s Governance and Decision-
Making Working Group, which 
was appointed in 2016. The group 
was tasked with the following: to 
review and update the diocese’s 
canons, policies and procedures in 
collaboration with stakeholders; and 
to update the diocese’s governance 
structure to better align it with 
the diocese’s mission, which is to 
“build healthy, missional Anglican 
communities that engage faithfully 
with the world and share the gospel 
of Jesus Christ.” 

The diocese’s governance struc-

Diocese mulls 
changes to 
governance 
structure

Continued on Page 8



YOUR ANGLICAN CEMETERIES & 
CREMATORIUMS IN THE G.T.A.

(NON-DENOMINATIONAL, NON-PROFIT)

All of our properties offer:
Casket Graves, Cremation Plots, Niches & Scattering Gardens 

along with the following services:
Memorial Markers, Monuments,  Inscriptions, Memorial Trees with Plaques and Pre-Need Services

PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE OF INTEREST OR VISIT OUR WEB-SITES FOR MORE INFORMATION

St. John’s Dixie 
Cemetery & Crematorium

737 Dundas Street East
Mississauga, ON  L4Y 2B5

Phone: 905.566.9403
www.stjohnsdixie.com

St. James’ 
Cemetery & Crematorium

635 Parliament Street
Toronto, ON  M4X 1R1
Phone: 416.964.9194

www.stjamescathedral.on.ca

St. John’s Norway 
Cemetery & Crematorium 

256 Kingston Road
Toronto, ON  M4L 1S7
Phone: 416.691.2965 

www.stjohnsnorway.org

St. John’s Dixie
Cemetery & Crematorium

737 Dundas Street East
Mississauga, ON  L4Y 2B5

Phone: 905.566.9403
www.stjohnsdixie.com

St. James’
Cemetery & Crematorium

635 Parliament Street
Toronto, ON  M4X 1R1
Phone: 416.964.9194

www.stjamescathedral.ca

St. John’s Norway
Cemetery & Crematorium

256 Kingston Road
Toronto, ON  M4L 1S7
Phone: 416.691.2965

www.stjohnsnorwaycemetery.ca
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Choir director passionate 
about sharing music
It’s perhaps not the most sweet 
sound; it might be something a bit 
more in your face.”

Both with Gate of Heaven and 
Sunday by Sunday, Mr. Busiakie-
wicz is passionate about sharing 
church music with a broad audi-
ence. “There’s a perception about 
church music that it’s boring and 
dusty,” he says. “I think church 
music can do everything to all 
people. It doesn’t matter what you 
need, if it’s mystery or bombast or 
lament or feeling joyful – whatever 
it is you need to feel or represent, 
I believe that choral music can do 
it better than many other forms.”

He also believes choral music 
can provide a way for people of 
no faith or different faiths to start 
exploring Christianity. “I think 
Evensong is the perfect way to 
start the conversation, to say, look, 
there’s something about life that is 

beautiful, that is challenging, that 
is deeper than my nine-to-five job 
or my time at the gym.”

Mr. Busiakiewicz encourages lis-
teners to approach Gate of Heaven 
with a curious mind, following 
along with the text and reading the 
liner notes that provide background 
about the composers and their 
works. “Listening is a weird thing 
in today’s society. We have music 
that’s played in elevators, that’s in 
the background. It’s very rare that 
we listen to music intentionally,” 
he says. “With this music, I think 
it does require something of you 
as a listener.”

Copies of Gate of Heaven are avail-
able for purchase at the Cathedral 
Centre or online, while digital copies 
are available through the iTunes 
store, YouTube or Spotify. For more 
details, visit www.stjamescathedral.
ca/gate-of-heaven.

Continued from Page 1

w i t h

INCONTRA ENSEMBLE c o n d u c t e d  b y

MATTHEW OTTO
F e a t u r i n g  R e a d i n g s  b y

JUDY MADDREN
a n d  S o u l p e p p e r  A c t o r s

STUART HUGHES a n d

MICHELLE MONTEITH

Sunday, December 1, 2019 / 4:00pm
Christ Church Deer Park

1570 Yonge Street  / 416.920.5211

$35 PER PERSON
$65 PER COUPLE

GL TIDINGSAD

Deanery’s race 
is a winner
TEN teams took part in the first 
Scarborough Steeplechase on Sept. 
21. The Amazing Race-type event 
brought 28 Anglicans together in 
Scarborough Deanery to meet each 
other, learn about each other’s 
churches and raise money for 
the Primate’s World Relief and 
Development Fund (PWRDF). The 
race began at Holy Trinity, Guild-
wood and ended at Grace Church, 
Scarborough. Along the way, teams 
visited eight churches and five 

non-profits. The race ended with 
a party and prizes. The team from 
St. Timothy, Agincourt won first 
prize, followed by St. Jude, Wex-
ford and Grace Church. The other 
churches taking part were Nativity, 
Malvern, St. Peter, Scarborough, 
St. Margaret in-the-Pines, Holy 
Trinity, Guildwood and Christ 
Church, Scarborough. More than 
$500 was raised for PWRDF. Or-
ganizers planned to make a video 
of the event. 

Shirley Dennis (left) and Dawn 
Melhado from Nativity, Malvern hold 
their signed participation form after 
the race. 

Bishop Kevin Robertson and race organizers Alice Stewart (far left) and Denise Byrd (third from left) stand with the 
winning team from St. Timothy, Agincourt. PHOTOS BY MICHAEL HUDSON

Alice Stewart interviews members of Holy Trinity, Guildwood for a video.

Participants listen to Bishop Kevin Robertson before the prizes are given out. 
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BY STUART MANN 

FOR centuries, Christians have been 
encouraged to “sing to the Lord 
a new song” (Psalm 96:1). Now a 
new workshop allows them to do 
just that. 

Dr. Lydia Pedersen, a United 
Church member and a church 
musician for more than 50 years, 
is offering a workshop on hymn 
writing. Anyone can attend and 
no experience is necessary. 

“Most people think that writing 
a hymn is a terribly esoteric thing 
to do and only clergy ever think 
of doing it, but I want to debunk 
that myth by showing that regular 
people can do it, too,” she says.  

Ms. Pedersen, who teaches hymn 
writing to seminary students at 
Emmanuel College in Toronto, says 
people want to write hymns for all 
sorts of different reasons. Some 
simply want to express their love 
of God, while others want to mark 
special occasions or use language 
and imagery that are more relevant 
to their context.

“Things are changing in society,” 
she explains. “We need hymns for 
the LGBTQ community. We need 
hymns about the ecological crisis. 
Things that we didn’t worry about 
thirty years ago have become cru-
cial issues, and people need to sing 
about them in church.”

 She says hymns are an impor-
tant way of forming a person’s 
theology, often more so than the 
Sunday sermon. “Ministers don’t 
like to hear that, but it happens to 
be true. People will go home still 
humming the hymn, but they’ve al-
ready forgotten what they heard in 
the sermon. So hymns are terribly 
important in the liturgy.” 

Her workshops have attracted 
people from across the spectrum, 
from clergy and church musicians 
to lay people who just wanted to put 
their thoughts on paper. A work-
shop held at St. Paul, Uxbridge last 
February resulted in new hymns 
about caring for Creation, rec-
onciling with Indigenous people, 
celebrating a church’s anniversary 
and being on a faith journey. 

The workshop, called “Write a 
New Song: A workshop for amateur 
hymn writers like you!” is usually 
one day long but can be divided 
into evenings or a weekend. To 
the metre of a familiar tune, par-
ticipants are guided in writing the 
lyrics of a congregational song on a 
topic of their own choosing. In the 
process, they learn the mechanics 
of hymn poetry: metre, accents, 
tune matching, rhyme, the use of 
inclusive language and working 
with the hymnal index. 

She says participants explore 
their personal beliefs, fears, long-
ings and hopes as they share their 
work with their fellow writers, 
learning from each other as they go. 

“You may find yourself discussing 
with your neighbour the naming 
and nature of God in a multi-faith 
society. You may want to write a 
hymn for a friend’s same-sex mar-
riage, or a grandchild’s baptism. 
Your hymn may be a cry for justice 
for refugees, or a lament for our 
natural world in crisis.” 

At the end of the workshop, par-
ticipants have a complete hymn 
text to take home with them; if time 
allows, the group has a hymn-sing 
of their work. “Participants have 

said they’ve gained a whole new 
appreciation for hymns as liturgy, 
art and profound expressions of 
faith,” she says. 

The Rev. Sherman Hesselgrave, 
incumbent of Holy Trinity, Trin-
ity Square, has taken part in the 
workshop and says it was an “eye-
opening” experience. Mr. Hessel-
grave is the president of the South-
ern Ontario Chapter of the Hymn 
Society and a hymn writer in his 
own right, having composed about 
a dozen hymns, one of which will 

be sung at the diocese’s upcoming 
Synod in November. 

He says hymn writing is as im-
portant today as it ever was, and 
he encourages people to try their 
hands at it. “It’s something that 
might not have occurred to a lot of 

people: that the hymns that are in 
the books that get published have 
to start out somewhere, and they’re 
not all written by famous people 
from the 17th century.” 

He cites a project that Holy Trin-
ity undertook about 30 years ago 
that produced three hymns that 
are in Common Praise, the hymnal 
of the Anglican Church of Canada. 
One of the hymns, “Living Justice,” 
is also in the Lutheran hymnal 
and has been sung in many other 
denominations. “That happened 
out of an effort by a local congrega-
tion and now it’s sung all over the 
world,” he says. 

As society changes, so should 
hymns, he says. “Human beings are 
never in the same place forever. Our 
relationship with God evolves, so I 
think it’s natural to have ongoing, 
new expressions of how we feel 
about what God is doing in our 
lives and in the world.” 

The Southern Ontario Chapter of 
the Hymn Society is offering a work-
shop on singing new texts to old 
tunes, new texts with new tunes, and 
worship songs from other countries. 
The workshop will be held on Nov. 
17 at 2:30 p.m. at Islington United 
Church, 25 Burnhamthorpe Rd., 
Toronto. All are invited. Visit the 
chapter’s website, www.sochs.org. 

For more information about Ms. 
Pedersen’s workshop or to host it at 
your church, contact her at Lydia.
pedersen@sympatico.ca. 

Workshop teaches hymn writing

Workshop leader Dr. Lydia Pedersen with the Rev. Sherman Hesselgrave, president of the Southern Ontario Chapter of the 
Hymn Society and incumbent of Holy Trinity, Trinity Square. PHOTO BY MICHAEL HUDSON

There’s still time to register your church!  
Please contact Lynda at wld@effecthope.org

www.worldleprosyday.ca

REGISTRATION 

CLOSES  

SOON!

WORLD LEPROSY DAY
JANUARY  
26, 2020 1-888-537-7679

New songs 
needed for 
new times: 
musician

REV. DR. WILLIAM H. 
WILLIMON

THE CALLING OF
CHRISTIANS TODAY: 

CHRISTIAN VOCATION 
IN AN ANXIOUS AGE

NOVEMBER 16
9:30AM TO 3:30PM

Dr. Willimon will be conferencing
with clergy, laity and those discerning

their calling and vocation

Saturday’s Theme: Being Christian Today 
The Challenges and the joy of being Christians today

Tickets $50, includes lunch and day-long conference.
Students $25 

Tickets online at gracechurchonthehill.ca 
Contact mling@gracechurchonthehill.ca or 416-488-7884
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COMMENT

I
came across a pastoral let-
ter from the Bishop of
Toronto to the clergy and
laity proposing a signifi-

cant fundraising effort. In it he
proposed a graduated sched-
ule of offerings to achieve a
substantial goal and an indi-

vidual appeal to each church family in the
diocese by a member of their parish “to
knock at every one’s door and rouse the in-
habitants to devote a small portion of what
God has bestowed upon them to promote so
great a work.”

That letter came from John Strachan, the
first Bishop of Toronto, in January 1854!

The Our Faith-Our Hope: Re-imagine
Church campaign began with an idea I first
proposed to Synod a decade ago. As it gradu-
ally took shape, we determined that it would
be a cooperative program shared between the
diocese and parishes that responded to the
generosity of God’s many gifts to us to en-
gage God’s mission. We identified the goals of
Strengthening Local Parishes, Building the
Church for Tomorrow, Revitalizing Our In-
heritance and Giving to Others.

The Canadian North has many clergy and
lay catechists in charge of parishes who work
without a stipend. Many are isolated in com-
munities that face traumatic pastoral issues
including, unfortunately, the accumulated
pain of dealing with multiple suicides. The
Diocese of Toronto made a grant of $500,000
from Our Faith-Our Hope (OFOH) to fund a
request from the Council of the North and
Anglican Council of Indigenous Peoples to
hold regional circles where clergy and lay
leaders could come together for mutual
learning, support and refreshment. So far, 276
have participated from half a dozen dioceses.
Grants ranged from $500 to $100,000. The Dio-
cese of the Arctic, for instance, brought peo-

ple from 48 communities together. The feed-
back has been astounding. It makes a differ-
ence in peoples’ lives.

The Anglican Chaplaincy for the Canadian
Forces elected its first full-time bishop to pro-
vide episcopal care for regular and reserve
chaplains and their families, and to military
personnel across the country. It only became
possible because of an initial endowment of
$500,000 from OFOH.

Another $500,000 grant from OFOH to the
Primate’s World Relief and Development
Fund (PWRDF) supports new work in mater-
nal and child health in the developing world
and midwifery services in remote northern
communities in Canada. Ours is the largest
single gift any diocese has ever given to
PWRDF in its 50+ year history. Because of
matching federal government grants, that
gift created a value of over $2.5 million. Safe
deliveries and proper health care are now
available because of your generosity.

Parishes around the diocese have been
made physically accessible, youth work is be-
ing funded, leaders are being trained, pio-
neering ministries in new contexts have been
planed and an amazing array of creative proj-
ects have been undertaken locally because of
Our Faith-Our Hope – not just because of the
financial resources now available, but also
because of a reinvigoration of imagination
and commitment.

We have succeeded in remarkable ways.
While not every parish participated, the vast
majority did – and achieved more than many
had thought possible. Some of the parishes
did not formally join the OFOH project be-
cause they were already in the midst of sub-
stantial funding efforts. Others added to their

goals to meet parish capital needs and did
spectacularly well. Taking that into account,
at least $50 million in new funds has been
contributed to ministry in the diocese and be-
yond in the last seven years, over our regular
offerings and FaithWorks contributions.

We are a different diocese because of that.
Yes, the money has helped us fund new min-
istries, adapt old buildings, engage in new
mission, support vulnerable people in
Christ’s name. More than that, though, it has
helped build relationships between people, al-
lowed people to share personal stories, iden-
tified and trained new leaders, built up confi-
dence, and assisted people to articulate and
share their faith.

I have been changed by the experience. I
am more confident in speaking clearly about
my faith and my commitment to it. I have dis-
covered a new capacity to give generously. I
have met the most amazing Anglicans, heard
their stories and been moved by their faith-
fulness. I have rejoiced in the creativity and
boldness of vision of people and parishes
(and yes, to be honest, occasionally disap-
pointed by a few). I think our church is in a
different place because of Our Faith-Our
Hope. We have begun to re-imagine church.

I am profoundly grateful to you and the
many people like you who have made and are
making a difference in our world because of
your faith in Jesus Christ. And I am especial-
ly grateful to the lay leaders and clergy in
our diocese who took the initiative and rose
to it so graciously.

The campaign is now officially concluded,
but the allocations continue and the mission
God invites us to share is still on our
doorsteps. As my first paragraph noted, this
was not the first financial campaign, nor will
it be the last – the work of the Church is not
over. Let us continue onwards in faith and in
hope.

A
broad inviting smile,
firm handshake and
the word “welcome”
are the memories we

have when Angela and I first
met Terence Finlay, Bishop of
Toronto, in the summer of
1997. I was beginning my min-

istry as the incumbent of St. Joseph of
Nazareth, Bramalea.

When we entered his office, there was a
warmth and genuineness experienced by both
of us in our first meeting with Bishop Finlay.
He was very interested in getting to know us
and our young family. We shared the stories
of our Christian journeys and family life. It
was a pleasure to engage with him and have a
sense of the pastoral care and support he of-
fered clergy and their families. I had no idea
that six years later I would be working closely
with him as his executive assistant and
Archdeacon of York.   

I got to know Terry, as he was affectionate-
ly called, when I became a member of the Pos-
tulancy Committee and a regional dean. He
gave wise counsel and offered good insight in-
to challenging matters facing the Church. His
was a calming voice and a non-anxious pres-
ence. He offered strong episcopal leadership
in the diocese, both pastorally and morally. He
was a model of deep faith and prayerful
thoughtfulness, and was genuinely concerned
about the well-being of the clergy and laity
under his episcopal leadership.

In the spring of 2003 I received a call from
the Archbishop’s office inviting me to meet
with him. I thought I was going to be invited
to sit on another committee of the diocese. He

quickly got to the purpose of our meeting and
asked if I was willing to be considered as a
candidate for executive assistant and
archdeacon. The position had become vacant
when Archdeacon Colin Johnson was elected
suffragan bishop. I was surprised when he
met with me just before the clergy conference
that year and offered me the position.

It was a privilege and distinct honour to
serve as his executive assistant and archdea-
con. I got to know Terry even better and
learned much from him. I witnessed the depth
of his faith and his concern for every parish in
the diocese. He showed compassion, particu-
larly for the marginalized and minorities in
the Church and in the wider community.  

Archbishop Finlay was very disciplined in
his work. He worked long hours and paid at-
tention to detail, thoroughly reading docu-
ments, letters or any material needed for
meetings. It was also evident that he cared
deeply for the wider Church and appreciated
the importance of ecumenical relationships.

One of the qualities I admired about Terry
was his willingness to make time for people.
He made himself available to clergy and laity
who needed to meet with him. I was often
asked to join him in meetings with others,
and it was evident that he always listened in-
tently. Terry was a pastor, mentor, friend and
confidante.  

Another quality I admired in him was his
humility. He engaged with people in all sta-
tions of life. He was as comfortable talking

and engaging with persons on the street cor-
ner or drop-in centre as he was with persons
serving in public office.

One of the challenges he faced was the
Church’s position on human sexuality. While
in office he upheld the doctrine and discipline
of the Church. On leaving office, he officiated
in a same-gender marriage, for which he had
to be disciplined by his diocesan bishop, who
was once his archdeacon, executive assistant
and suffragan bishop. In receiving the admoni-
tion, he told his successor in office that he ex-
pected nothing less from him and that he was
exercising his episcopal ministry responsibly.  

I believe that Archbishop Terence was lead-
ing the diocese in the direction of being more
welcoming to those who were vulnerable,
marginalized, voiceless and in the minority.
He made a very significant difference in the
life of the Diocese of Toronto. It is not surpris-
ing, therefore, to hear and read the very com-
plimentary reflections that many have shared
about their experiences of him. He exercised a
servant ministry throughout his ordained life,
and for that we give thanks to God for his ex-
ample. I was privileged and honoured to have
had the opportunity to know him as my bish-
op, mentor and friend. The Church has been
blessed to have had him as a faithful bishop.
He will be missed and leaves a legacy of ex-
emplary leadership, humility, compassion and
profound faith. We are grateful to his family
for having shared him with the Church and
assure them of our prayerful support. We give
Archbishop Terence Finlay back to his Cre-
ator God with the same graciousness we ex-
perienced of him. May he rest in peace and
rise with Christ in glory.

Serving Archbishop Finlay was a privilege

Our Faith-Our Hope is changing lives
BY ARCHBISHOP COLIN JOHNSON

ARCHBISHOP’S DIARY

BY BISHOP PETER FENTY

BISHOP’S OPINION

COMMENT

Replace consumption with compassion

CANADA
BRIEFS
Cathedral’s dean retires
VANCOUVER - Peter Elliott, who served as 
dean and rector of Vancouver’s Christ Church 
Cathedral for 25 years, retired on Sept. 30. Dean 
Elliott, 65, began his role at Christ Church in 
1994. He had served as curate of Christ Church 
Cathedral in Hamilton from 1981 to 1985 before 
working for the head offices of the Diocese 
of Toronto and then the Anglican Church of 
Canada.

A self-described “church nerd” as a teenager, 
Dean Elliott served the national church in a 
number of capacities. He attended eight General 
Synods, either as staff or delegate, including 
stints as deputy prolocutor and prolocutor. He 
was chair of the Residential School Settlement 
Task Force, tasked with negotiating a settlement 
for compensating former Indian Residential 
School students. He also served for a time on 
the worldwide Anglican Communion’s Anglican 
Consultative Council.

As dean of Christ Church, he led a lengthy 
$25-million process of renovating the cathedral. 
Its attendance also grew during his tenure, 
from an average Sunday attendance of 395 in 
1994 to 492 in 2018. According to one estimate, 
his lengthy spell at Christ Church meant that 
some 85 per cent of its current congregation 
has never known another dean at the cathedral.

Dean Elliott said he saw his role as to be a 
kind of artistic director for the cathedral in 
shaping its worship. “The liturgy expresses the 
deepest realities of life in ways we miss most 
of the time,” he said. “For me, it’s like entering 
the eternal now, the timeless moment.”
Topic

Diocese plans 
affordable housing
OTTAWA - A new project in the Diocese of 
Ottawa is set to provide between 70 and 200 
affordable housing units in the Nepean area. 
The parish of Julian of Norwich and the diocese 
have signed a memorandum of understanding 
with two equity partners, Cahdco – an Ottawa-

area non-profit real estate developer – and 
Multifaith Housing Initiative. By the end of 
2019, a plan will be created for a development 
that will likely include up to five new buildings, 
outdoor community space, a community kitchen 
and multi-use spaces.

The Rev. Monique Stone, incumbent of Julian 
of Norwich, says the plan is part of a larger 
challenge to re-examine the ministry of the 
diocese and parish. “We are looking at new 
ways of being church,” she says. 

The diocese and parish are committed to 
creating sacred space and shared community 
space on the property, and L’Arche Ottawa – the 
local arm of the international organization that 
brings people with and without disabilities into 
shared living spaces – will continue to partner 
with the parish in the new space.

The diocese has committed to creating 125 
units of affordable housing by 2021. The new 
project will not be completed by 2021, with time-
line estimates ranging from three to five years.
CrossTalk

Innovative outreach 
brings people back
FREDERICTON – A rural New Brunswick par-

ish is thriving after several years of reaching 
out to the community with a new playground, 
dances for children and more.

Seven years ago, when the parish’s current 
incument, the Rev. Chris Hayes, arrived, three 
of the four churches in the parish of Salisbury 
and Havelock were no longer being used. 
One of those three, St. Andrew’s, was up for 
sale. Mr. Hayes asked the vestry to consider 
re-opening St. Andrew’s, and a year later the 
congregation had nearly doubled in size. Now 
about 60 people regularly attend the parish’s 
two functioning churches, and its members 
are less worried about its survival, he says.

Mr. Hayes says the parish has had success 
reaching out to the community in various ways. 
It built a playground in front of St. Andrew’s, 
and it has become something of a local meet-
ing place. “It’s amazing the number of casual 
conversations at the playground,” he says. 
“It’s doing what we hoped and it’s gathering 
traction.”

The parish’s other forms of outreach include 
dances for elementary school students, a 
Vacation Bible School, a breakfast program 
for students, yoga, soap-making classes and 
community craft sales.
The New Brunswick Anglican
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“I don’t think we’ll under-
stand Advent correctly until 
we see it as a preparation for 
a revolution.” The Rt. Rev. 
Robert Barron 

A
dvent and Christmas 
can become obscene. 
You know what I 
mean. People spend-

ing money they don’t have, on things they 
don’t need, to impress people they often 
don’t like. And while there certainly will 
be moments of peace and holiness for us 
all over the coming weeks, there can also 
be incredible pressure to have the “perfect 
Christmas” – beautifully decorated house, 
fabulous food, luxurious gifts – all of which 
boils down to a message of “consume, con-
sume, consume.”

Christians have been setting aside the 
season of Advent, the four weeks before 
Christmas, for at least 1,500 years, with the 
first recorded mention of Advent being at the 
Council of Tours in 567 A.D. It has tradition-
ally been a season of spiritual preparation 
both for the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and for his Second Coming. The first and sec-
ond coming of Christ are the pivotal points of 
human history, the culmination of the revolu-
tion that God wishes to bring about in this 

world. The revolution that Jesus brings sees 
the first being last and the last being first, 
sinners being offered forgiveness, creation 
being stewarded rather than exploited, kings 
thrown down from their thrones, the lowly 
being lifted, and the hungry filled with good 
things. So, if Advent is an opportunity to 
prepare for the coming revolution that Jesus 
inaugurates, how can we join the revolution 
and rebel against the siren call of consumer-
ism this year?  

As Anglicans united across our diverse 
diocese, let us search out ways to replace 
consumption with compassion this Advent 
and Christmas season. A wonderful resource 
that many churches are using is called “Ad-
vent Conspiracy” (www.adventconspiracy.
org). Advent Conspiracy invites us to adopt 
these four habits (or four virtues): 

•  Worship fully. Advent begins and 
ends with Jesus. If you are not doing 
so already, take on the habit of daily 
scripture reading and prayer, create an 
Advent wreath as a family, and use an 
Advent calendar with your children and 
grandchildren. 

•  Spend less. Free up your resources to 
support things that truly matter. Calcu-
late what you normally spend on gifts 
and entertaining during the Advent/
Christmas season and resolve to spend 
10 per cent less this year.  

•  Give more. Give more intentionally and 
relationally. You could do some of your 
Christmas shopping through the Pri-
mate’s World Relief and Development 
Fund, www.pwrdf.org. 

•  Love all. Radically love others as Jesus 
did. Is there a broken relationship in 
your life that you could be intentionally 
praying about through Advent? Invite a 
work colleague or friend to join you for 
one of the Advent or Christmas services 
at your church. 

Advent is a season of waiting – waiting in 
the darkness for God’s hopes and dreams 
for the world to unfurl. While God’s reign 
will not fully be realized until the New 
Heaven and the New Earth have begun, 
we are invited to co-operate with the Holy 
Spirit and shine as lights in the darkness of 
our present age. Let us be known as people 
of compassion rather than consumption, 
preparing ourselves, our families and the 
communities we are part of, for the coming 
revolution of Jesus. Maranatha, come, Lord 
Jesus!

BISHOP’S OPINION
By Bishop Jenny Andison
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CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL
Animals and their owners come to churches in early October for the annual 
Blessing of Animals services. Clockwise from top left: a spaniel waits to be 
blessed at All Saints, Whitby, the Rev. Erin Martin gets blessed in return at St. 
James the Apostle, Sharon, a bulldog gets a view of the proceedings at St. James 
Cathedral, Abby Jull with her fish at St. Augustine of Canterbury in Toronto, the 
Rev. Canon Dr. Byron Gilmore blesses at Christ Church, Brampton, a girl and her 
cat at St. James the Apostle,  Sharon, and a turtle at All Saints, Whitby. PHOTOS BY 
MICHAEL HUDSON AND VARIOUS CHURCHES
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BY DIANNE IZZARD

H
ere’s the amazing story 
of how one man’s gener-
osity and another’s in-
sight and perseverance 

resulted in a gift to my parish, 
the Church of St. Mary and St. 
Martha in Toronto.

The Rev. Canon Donald 

Landon was a remarkable man. 
He served for 37 years as an An-
glican priest at four parishes in 
the Diocese of Algoma. Upon his 
retirement, he returned to his 
childhood home in Toronto and 
set about to find a parish. He at-
tended different churches each 
week and finally found what he 
was looking for at the Church of 

the Advent. He served there as 
honorary assistant and later as 
an interim priest-in-charge. 

When Canon Landon died in 
2012, we learned that not only 
had he cared for and supported 
his five parishes during his 
lifetime, but he also left them a 
legacy that would continue to 
support them after his death. 
Each congregation received a 
significant financial bequest 
with the condition that endow-
ments be established so that 
the money would be invested 
and only the interest used by 
the parish. He also left specific 
items to the Church of the Ad-
vent, including his grandfather’s 
100-year-old coin collection, 
with the instructions that after 
valuation they be “sold at the 
highest possible market price” 

with the proceeds added to 
the Landon Endowment, to be 
established as a memorial to his 
parents.

The coins were evaluated 
at $260,400 and an offer was 
received to purchase them for 
that amount. While the other 
executors may have accepted the 
offer, our beloved Norman Baker, 
ODT (also one of the executors) 
held fast to Canon Landon’s wish 
to have the coins sold at the 
highest possible market price. 
That required cataloguing the 
massive collection. Mr. Baker 
and his daughter Karen spent a 
year cataloging the coins, ready-
ing them for auction. What a gift 
of time and talent!  

In 2015, the Landon Estate 
collection was sold at public 
auction, the net proceeds of 

which were more than $1.2 
million. This was added to the 
amount of the original bequest 
and invested with the Diocese 
of Toronto’s Consolidated Trust 
Fund. With the amalgamation 
of four parishes that included 
the Church of the Advent, the 
Landon Endowment came to St. 
Mary and St. Martha.  

The parish receives an annual 
distribution of about $60,000 
from the Landon Endowment, 
allowing us to invest in ministry, 
personnel or innovative pro-
gramming. Legacy giving can 
be transformative, as it helps 
secure the promise of ministry 
for years to come. It is a testa-
ment to one’s values and one’s 
beliefs.  

The following words from 
a sermon delivered by Canon 
Landon in 2003 and shared at 
St. Mary and St. Martha’s first 
vestry meeting ring true for 
us today: “The Advent’s story 
calls us to play our part today 
in maintaining and enhancing 
what we’ve inherited. It calls 
us to give generous financial 
support so that what Christ has 
for us to do can be adequately 
funded. It calls for a clear vision 
and dedicated endeavours so 
that the service and outreach 
of this congregation will be car-
ried forward for Christ’s glory 
and the sharing of His amazing 
love.”  

Dianne Izzard is a member of 
St. Mary and St. Martha in 
Toronto.

Legacy giving can be transformative

CHRISTMAS TREASURES BAZAAR
November 23 • 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Church of St. Andrew, Victoria Park Avenue, Scarborough
Home baking, shortbread and fudge booths, Gourmet jams and jellies, 
Christmas decorations and angels; booths of art work, jewelry, soaps, 

baby items, hats, mitts and many other knitted items; Toy Shop; Kitchen 
Boutique; Woodcrafter’s Shop with bread and charcuterie boards, bird 

houses, wooden games and puzzles; International Food, soups and 
sandwiches served in our St. Andrew’s Cafe. Gifts and fun for all ages.

Wed. 20th November at 6 p.m.
Evening Prayer (BCP)

plus light supper at 6.30 and talk at 7

FUTURE OF 
THE CHURCH 
IN THE CITY

with Douglas Stoute 
As Dean of Toronto, Dr. Stoute was 
responsible for St. James Cathedral     

for over 21 years, until 2016.
Born in Barbados, he studied              

at the University of Waterloo; King’s 
College, Cambridge; and Trinity 

College, U of T.  He’s also lectured at 
the Toronto School of Theology. 

St. Olave’s Church
360 Windermere (south of Bloor)
stolaves.ca              416-769-5686          

James Bailey 
Architect

• Condition audits
• Feasibility studies
• Building fabric restoration
• Barrier-free access upgrades
•  Modifications to worship and 

programme spaces

www.jamesbaileyarchitect.com
jbarch@sympatico.ca 

Toronto 416-537-4140    

BY THE REV. LEIGH KERN

I 
have heard many Elders 
say, “Children are the 
centre of our bundle.” 
In Anishnawbe culture, 

the bundle holds ceremo-
nial items and is greatly 

revered. When the wise ones say that 
children are the centre of our bundle, 
they speak to the profound sanctity and 
spiritual gifts of little ones. This world-
view prioritizes children as leaders who 
remind older folks to play, to be our true 
selves, to speak in kindness, and the 
importance of safety. Children are sacred 
and should be at the centre of our collec-
tive life. Yet we are living in a world that 
is often not friendly to children: too many 
Indigenous children are stolen from their 
web of community, too many do not have 
clean water to drink, and too many choose 
to end their own lives rather than grow up 
in a world they feel estranged from.

As colonialism swept across Indig-
enous territories, one of the major 
pathways of violence against Indigenous 
nationhood was to lay systematic assault 
on Indigenous families to undermine clan 
systems of governance. The Church-run 
Indian Residential Schools stole genera-
tions of children from their loving bonds, 
and countless loved ones never returned 
home, some still lying in unmarked 
graves. On Sept. 30 at the National 

Centre for Truth and Reconciliation, a 
ceremony was held to honour those who 
died at the residential schools and recite 
some of their names, for the first time 
ever in public. There are not yet accu-
rate numbers of how many children died 
in the residential schools. In 2015, the 
Unmarked Burials Working Group of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
began its investigation. It accounted for 
4,200 deceased children – yet this work is 
far from over, as some experts estimate 
the number to be at least 8,000 children. 
I invite you in this moment to take a 
breath to honour those thousands of 
little ones who never made it home from 
residential school.

Canada is facing a reckoning, as the 
names come forward and unmarked 
graves are unearthed. The Canadian 
state was established by undermining 
and systemically assaulting Indigenous 
governance and sovereignty over this 
land. Concurrent with the taking of chil-
dren from families is the practice of the 
forced sterilization of Indigenous women, 
girls and Two-Spirit people. Sterilization 
was a punishment used to discipline girls 
in several residential schools. In some 
communities, such as Naujaat, Nunavut, 
50 per cent of Inuit women of age were 
forcibly sterilized in the 1970s. From the 
1930s to the 1970s in Alberta and British 
Columbia, the forced sterilization of In-
digenous women was policy and practice. 

Tragically, forced sterilization and child 
apprehension are not bygone realities 
of the past for many Indigenous fami-
lies – they are ongoing experiences. The 
destabilization, sterilization and forced 
breaking up of Indigenous families is 
willful policy, deliberate acts of genocide 
in continuum with the initial colonization 
of these lands and spiritual ecosystems. 

The term genocide was created by 
Raphael Lemkin, who wrote that “coloni-
zation was in itself intrinsically geno-
cidal.” He saw genocide as the tactics of 
disfiguring and destroying a communi-
ty’s ability to continue and perpetuate its 
identity. The UN adopted his definition in 
1948 and states that genocide is: “Any of 
the following acts committed with intent 
to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, 
ethnic, racial or religious group, as such:

(a) killing members of the group;
(b)  causing serious bodily or mental 

harm to members of the group;
(c)  deliberately inflicting on the group 

conditions of life calculated to bring 
about its physical destruction in 
whole or in part;

(d)  imposing measures intended to 
prevent births within the group;

(e)  forcibly transferring children of the 
group to another group.”

Canada has certainly fulfilled this 
definition of genocide, and still survivors 
continue to rise up and courageously re-
veal a path towards healing, justice and 

truth. As Christians, we are called to pro-
claim the truth and pray for the mercy 
of God, as we have often been complicit 
and active in acts of terror on Indigenous 
bodies and bonds of love.

I honour all who grieve the loss of 
their children to child apprehension, the 
residential schools, and those who were 
forcibly sterilized in a genocidal act to 
stop the babbling voices of Indigenous ba-
bies on this land. In an era of great forces 
of destruction, may we rise in prayerful 
solidarity with all families separated by 
borders, prisons, detention centres, wars, 
ecological disasters, and all forces that at-
tack love. Our young ones have inherited 
a landscape violated by colonial greed 
and pollution, yet their prophetic voices 
resound from every continent that the 
time to repent has come. We must awaken 
and change our path of exploitation, 
desecration, and ongoing colonialism. 
When Indigenous children are not held in 
their rightful place as sacred beings, our 
society spirals into deeper sickness, and 
requires our commitment to healing and 
repentance. May we all commit ourselves, 
our souls and bodies, to the prophet 
Isaiah’s dream, that all beings of creation 
shall be at peace with each other and a 
little child shall lead. Amen, so be it.

The Rev. Leigh Kern is the diocese’s Coor-
dinator of Indigenous Ministries and 
Reconciliation Animator.

Canada is facing a reckoning
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participants processed by can-
dlelight to Holy Trinity, Trinity 
Square, where they were welcomed 
with drumming by the Rev. Leigh 
Kern, the diocese’s Coordinator 
of Indigenous Ministries and Rec-
onciliation Animator, and Sandra 
Campbell of the Toronto Urban 
Native Ministry. Different religious 
traditions – Christian, Buddhist, 
Muslim, traditional Indigenous, and 
more – were invited to offer songs, 
prayers, readings and reflections. 
Participants painted a banner read-
ing “Restore and Respect: Climate 
Justice Now” that hung outside 
Holy Trinity for the week. Even at 
midnight, some 30 people remained 
to walk the labyrinth next to the 
church in prayer. 

“There was a wonderful energy 
in the room,” said parishioner Jen-
nifer Henry, who is also the Ex-
ecutive Director of KAIROS, the 
ecumenical social justice agency. 
“There was a sense of spirit, of 
grounded hope, of doing what we 
can with each other’s help and that 
of the Divine, however understood.”

Scores of Anglican clergy and 

laypeople, young and old, were 
among the more than 20,000 peo-
ple who joined the Global Climate 
Strike rally and march in Toronto 
on Sept. 27. Several dozen, includ-
ing Bishop Andrew Asbil, Bishop 
Jenny Andison and Bishop Kevin 
Robertson, gathered at Church of 
the Redeemer, Bloor St., before 
moving to Queen’s Park, where we 
were joined by still more Anglicans 
from across the diocese, including 
some General Synod staff. Still 
more Anglicans marched with 
parish groups, with PWRDF, with 
KAIROS, and with Toronto Urban 
Native Ministry. The vast number 
was impressive given that there 
were no charter buses bringing 
in participants from outside the 
city, as often happens with rallies 
for other causes. Many of those 
present were schoolchildren, call-
ing attention to the fact that they 
are the generation that will have 
to bear the greatest impact of cli-
mate change resulting from the 
actions – and inactions – of their 
elders. Some marched with their 
classmates, others with their par-

ents and grandparents. 
While the march in Toronto 

was the largest such action in the 
diocese, other centres, including 
Brampton, Orillia, Barrie, Lindsay, 
Cobourg and Port Hope, saw cli-
mate strikes as well. In Richmond 
Hill, some 250 protesters, including 
youth from Holy Trinity School and 
Bayview High School, marched 
from Bayview Avenue and Major 
Mackenzie Drive to St. Mary’s An-
glican Church, where they were 
welcomed by the Rev. Matthew Mc-
Millan and about 50 people from the 
parish and community. The church 
provided refreshments and opened 
facilities for the climate strikers, 
and rang its bell to call for climate 
action. Climate scientist Dr. Kaz 
Higuchi, adjunct professor at York 
University, and several students 

addressed the gathering. Monica 
Woodley of St. Mary’s Green Team 
described the students as “eloquent 
and passionate about the need for 
climate action and concern for 
their future.” Local organizers 
appreciated the “special space” 
and the warm welcome provided 
by the parish.

Overall, some 800,000 people in 
Canada, and millions worldwide, 
participated in the Global Climate 
Strike. The actions were timely, 
given new reports showing that 

average temperatures are rising 
more quickly than predicted, with 
sea level increases, devastating 
coastal floods, disrupted freshwater 
supplies and increased diseases 
expected by mid-century unless 
emissions are immediately and 
drastically reduced. Our youth 
know that now is the time for action. 
Are we ready to commit? 

Elin Goulden is the diocese’s 
Social Justice and Advocacy 
consultant.

Scores walk, pray 
for climate action
Continued from Page 1

Elin Goulden, the diocese’s Social 
Justice and Advocacy consultant, 
with Tania Natale and Paul Pynkoski.

A concerned mother. 

From left, the Rev. Roshni Jayawardena, the Rev. Canon Cheryl Palmer and Lyds 
Keesmaat-Walsh stop for a selfie. 

People rest and listen to speeches on the lawn on St. Mary, Richmond Hill. 

Bishop Andrew Asbil (centre) with bishops, clergy and lay people at Queen’s Park. 

Participants in a vigil walk from Friends House to Holy Trinity, Trinity Square 
at night. 

The Rev. Leigh Kern (left) and Sandra Campbell drum during the vigil at Holy 
Trinity, Trinity Square. 
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ture comprises many components, 
including Synod, Diocesan Council, 
the College of Bishops, Bishop’s 
Committees, Area Councils, Execu-
tive Board, Trusts Committee and 
various sub-committees.  

The working group undertook 
extensive consultations with stake-
holders, including bishops, the 
chancellor and Diocesan Council, 
and heard that the structure was 
“unwieldly, lacked coherence and 
had a decision-making structure 
that was opaque and unclear.” 

In its report, the group said, “We 
also heard that the structures and 
related processes were inefficient, 
resulted in inconsistent decisions 
and allocation of resources, and 
were complex and difficult for par-
ish leaders to navigate. Finally, 
stakeholders told us that approval 
criteria and processes were incon-
sistent from one approving body 
to another.” 

The group heard that Diocesan 
Council was not fully exercising 
its canonical responsibilities to act 
as the “Synod between Synods,” 
focusing on strategic matters such 
as policy development, priority 
setting and oversight. There was a 

consensus that Diocesan Council, 
which has about 38 members, was 
too big to undertake that role.  

In addition to the feedback, the 
group was “strongly encouraged” 
to go beyond the diocese’s existing 
canons to create what it felt was 
the best governance and decision-
making structure for the diocese 
– one that is “more nimble, flexible 
and takes better advantage of the 
time and talents of the individual 
members of the diocese.” 

After considering the input, the 
group recommended that: 

•  D i o c e s a n  C o u n c i l  a n d 
the Executive Board be 
amalgamated into one body 
that is called Synod Council. 

•  The size of Synod Council be 
reduced so that there will be 
a maximum of 25 members: 
the Bishop of Toronto, the four 
suffragan bishops, one clerical 
and one lay member from each 
episcopal area, the chairs of 
the five newly established 
c o m m i tt e e s  ( exc l u d i n g 
the Audit Committee), two 
members at large elected at 
Synod, and up to five members 
appointed by the diocesan 

bishop. The appointments by 
the bishop may be used to 
ensure that specific skill sets 
are available to Synod Council 
or to ensure appropriate 
representation. The diocese’s 
Executive Director would 
serve as an ex-officio non-
voting member. 

•  Six committees be established: 
Audit, Finance, Property, 
Human Resources, Programs, 
and Risk and Governance. In 
most cases, these committees 
would be composed of members 
with expertise in the area under 
the committee’s jurisdiction. 
The Program Committee 
would be representative 
but  would have certain 
members with expertise 
who would not necessarily 
represent an episcopal area 
or a constituency. The chairs 
of all committees, except Audit, 
would be members of Synod 
Council. 

•  Existing committees be 
amalgamated so that their 
work falls under one or more of 
the proposed new committees. 

•  Members of the committees 

would not necessarily be 
members of Synod; rather, 
some would be appointed 
solely  because of  their 
expertise in the work of the 
committee. 

•  The committees will have 
decision-making authority 
delegated to them to make 
decisions within parameters 
established by Synod and 
Synod Council and will report 
back to Synod Council through 
their chairs and to Synod 
through Synod Council. The 
diocese’s Governance and 
Decision-Making Working 
Group will work with Synod 
Council and the committees 
to  develop  appropr iate 
delegations of authority 
and reporting mechanisms 
both to Synod Council and 
Synod. The Synod Council 
will be accountable to Synod 
to monitor the development 
and implementation of each 
committee’s  work plan. 
Synod Council will also be 
accountable to Synod to watch 
for gaps and overlaps, ensure 
cross-committee collaboration 

where appropriate, and will 
have oversight responsibility 
for the ongoing and effective 
i m p l e m e n t at i o n  o f  t h e 
diocese’s strategy. 

The working group said that 
canonical changes would be re-
quired to implement the recom-
mendations. It proposed that the 
requisite canons be suspended or 
amended on an interim basis so 
that the recommendations can be 
implemented on a two-year pilot 
basis, with a full report on the 
successes and failures of the plan 
and a recommendation to make 
the changes permanent or not to 
go to Synod in 2021. 

Diocesan Council received the 
group’s report in June and referred 
it to the Constitution and Canons 
Committee. At its meeting on Sept. 
26, Diocesan Council received the 
Constitution and Canon Commit-
tee’s proposed revisions to the 
canons that would allow the recom-
mendations to be enacted on a pilot 
basis. Diocesan Council received 
the revisions and is sending them 
to Synod in November for approval. 
If approved, the pilot phase would 
begin in January 2020. 

Governance structure ‘unwieldly,’ group finds
Continued from Page 1

Bishop Andrew Asbil installs new members of the Toronto chapter of the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew. PHOTO BY SAN LORENZO RUIZ ANGLICAN CHURCH

Volunteers work on St. Luke’s Community Gardens in Peterborough. PHOTO BY THE REV. GLENN EMPEY

Members admitted 
to brotherhood
BY THE REV. CHRISTOPHER DANGPILEN 

SEPT. 15 was a day of celebration for 
San Lorenzo Ruiz Anglican Church 
in Toronto. In addition to celebrat-
ing the church’s 28th anniversary, 
a chapter of the Brotherhood of 
St. Andrew (BSA) was formally 
installed, and members were admit-
ted to this international fellowship.

The installation of the chapter and 
the admission of new members took 
place during the celebration of the 
Eucharist, where Bishop Andrew 
Asbil served as the inductor and 
Timmy Pascual, a BSA member from 
the Philippines, was the presenter. 

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
is a fellowship of men and boys 
brought together to testify to the 
lordship of Jesus. It started in an 
Anglican parish in Chicago as a 
prayer and Bible study group for 
laymen in 1883. The brotherhood 
became the oldest missionary arm 
of the Episcopal Church, spreading 
throughout the other provinces 

of the Anglican Communion. The 
chapter at San Lorenzo Ruiz is the 
first in Toronto and the second in 
Canada. All of the members who 
were admitted on Sept. 15 are im-
migrants from the Philippines.

At San Lorenzo Ruiz, BSA mem-
bers serve in many capacities, some 
as leaders in ministries, some as 
altar servers, some in the church’s 
music ministry, and others who just 
lend a helping hand. The broth-
erhood also helps parishioners 
when they move from one place 
of residence to another; they are 
in charge of moving the person’s 
belongings. 

Members of the brotherhood at 
San Lorenzo Ruiz gather once a 
month. Not only do they discuss 
ways they can respond to their bap-
tismal covenant, but they share their 
stories about life here in Canada. 
The brotherhood also serves as a 
support system for new immigrants 
to Toronto who are looking for a 
place where they can belong.

Community garden takes root 
BY THE REV. GLENN EMPEY

THIS summer and fall saw the first 
harvest of vegetables from St. 
Luke’s Community Gardens in 
Peterborough. The crop included 
tomatoes, cabbages, peppers, pota-
toes, carrots, zucchini and squash. 

The gardens are a collabora-
tion, begun in 2017, between Pe-
terborough GreenUp and St. Luke, 
Peterborough. As discussions pro-
gressed, the idea of vegetable gar-
dens for local residents emerged. 
Peterborough GreenUp, through its 
Sustainable Urban Neighbourhoods 
program, was developing links with 
people in the Curtis Creek area of 
East City Peterborough.

At the same time, St. Luke’s was 
forging connections with the local 
neighbourhood. “We were search-
ing for ways to connect with the 
local community at a grassroots 
level, to connect with individuals 
not currently involved with the 
parish,” says Lorraine Brown, a 
churchwarden.

Through the winter of 2018, 
the co-coordinators of the garden 
project met at the church with 
interested neighbours to deter-
mine scheduling, garden design, 
responsibilities of the gardeners, 
and the role the parish would play. 
In the spring of 2019, staff from 
Johnston’s Greenhouses removed 
the sod on the church lawn to create 

a series of individual garden plots. 
A few days later, the neighbourhood 
gardeners prepared the gardens 
for planting. As the gardens took 
shape, Anica James, the neighbour-
hood coordinator, added a few fruit 
trees and wildflowers. 

Jill McCullough summed it all 
up. “It has been wonderful being 
involved from the ground up, from 
lawn to happy gardeners and now 
harvest time. Many people walking 
by comment on what a wonderful 
thing the church has done with 
this use of space.”

The Rev. Glenn Empey is the 
priest-in-charge of St. Luke, 
Peterborough. 
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BY JILLIAN RUCH 

ON the weekend of Sept. 13-15, 
111 people gathered at Muskoka 
Woods campground to enjoy wor-
ship, talks, fellowship and friendly 
competition. We were grateful to 
the Church of the Incarnation for 
once again being our drop-off and 
pick-up area for those taking the 
buses up north. Once we began our 
journey from Toronto, the sing-
ing of songs and the camaraderie 
began as we drove through rain 
and lightning storms. Another bus 
came from Trinity, Aurora, while 
other participants made their own 
way to the camp. 

We started the retreat with a 
snack and “ice-breaker” competi-
tions led by Cormac Culkeen of St. 
John, West Toronto, who was also 
our emcee for the weekend. In the 
evening was worship, and Andrew 
Coleman of Christ Church, Deer 
Park talked about the different 
ways that people pray and what 
prayer meant to him.  

The next day we awoke to drier 
weather, which we were grateful 
for as there was a large game of 
Capture the Flag to start the morn-
ing. We then gathered for worship. 
A huge thank-you goes out to the 
St. Paul, Bloor Street youth band, 
produced by Ian Koiter, which led 
the worship music for the weekend. 
The juniors and seniors then split, 
with the juniors going to “The 
Underground” to dig deeper into 
prayer while the seniors stayed 
in “The Hanger” to explore how 
personalities can be brought into 
prayer. The day continued with 
afternoon activities, including high 
ropes, wall climbing, skateboard-
ing and playing in the gym. The 
evening featured an epic game of 
“Head, Shoulders, Knee and Cups!” 
We then participated in our last 
session. The juniors walked the 

labyrinth (graciously provided by 
St. Thomas, Brooklin) and prayed 
together through words, move-
ment and silence, while the seniors 
discussed how their personalities 
influenced how they prayed and 
how to make prayer a meaningful 
activity in their lives. We rounded 
off a very busy day with a game of 
“Flame Battlers” – always a crowd 
favourite!

On our final day, we worshipped 
and celebrated the Eucharist to-
gether. We were very happy to 
have Bishop Jenny Andison, our 
link bishop from the College of 
Bishops, come to the retreat and 
celebrate with us. In her homily, 
she reinforced that “God wants 
to hear from you,” that we need 
to be bold and that God loves us. 
We ended our event with a group 
photo and an amazing lunch. We 
look forward to another retreat 
next September.  

Jillian Ruch is a York-Scarbor-
ough Area Youth Coordinator 
and a member of the Bishop’s 
Youth Ministry Committee. 

Youth 
recharge 
at retreat

BY STUART MANN 

SHORTLY after arriving in Toronto, 
a refugee family from Iraq had a 
picnic on Toronto Islands. As they 
were waiting to take the ferry back 
to the mainland, the father gazed 
at the city skyline and said, “This 
is my town. This is our new home.” 

The father was a human rights 
lawyer in Baghdad and a member 
of the country’s Sunni minority. 
One day he received a letter with a 
bullet in it, along with a note that he 
and his family would be killed. The 
family left Baghdad and eventually 
crossed over into Jordan, becoming 
refugees. With the help of Grace 
Church on-the-Hill in Toronto, they 
arrived here in September. 

Over the past five years, Grace 
Church on-the-Hill has helped three 
refugee families – two from Syria 
and one from Iraq – come to Canada. 
It’s a remarkable achievement, con-
sidering how much work and money 
is involved. 

“It’s probably the most worth-
while thing I’ve done in my life,” 
says Phil Arthur, co-chair of the 
church’s refugee committee. 

The church’s recent refugee ef-
forts began in 2014 after a visit by 
the Rev. Nadim Nassar, a Syrian-
born, London-based Anglican priest 
who is the head of a charity that 
provides programs for peace and 
reconciliation among young people 
in the Middle East. Following an 
impassioned address by Mr. Nassar 
about the humanitarian crisis in 
Syria, the church formed a refugee 
sponsorship committee and began 
taking the necessary steps to bring 
a family to Canada. 

Working with AURA (the Anglican 
United Refugee Alliance), the church 
sponsored Mr. Nassar’s nephew and 
his wife, George and Maria Nasra, 
who had fled Syria for Lebanon. The 
couple arrived in Toronto in 2016 

and, with the help of parishioners, 
eventually found jobs in their fields 
and an apartment. They now have a 
baby and are members of the church.

The second family had also fled 
from Syria to Lebanon, but their 
situation was more challenging. 
“They were holed up in an apartment 
in Beirut, not doing very well, and 
said they would like to send their 
daughter to school,” explains Mr. 
Arthur. With some of the funds it 
had raised for the sponsorship, the 
church was able to pay for her to go 
to school. “She was incredibly happy, 
as were her parents,” he says. 

The family, Gergi and Nadin 
Hoosh and their daughter Carla, 
arrived in Toronto in 2018 and pa-
rishioners once again undertook 
a multitude of tasks to get them 
settled, including providing accom-
modations, finding English classes, 
helping the parents find jobs in their 
fields and enrolling the daughter 
in school. The family have since 
become members of the church. 

Mr. Arthur learned about the 
third family’s plight from a friend. 
Shortly after the human rights law-
yer and his family – his wife and 
three sons – left Baghdad for Jordan, 
a death squad showed up at their 
house. The family had made it to 

Amman, Jordan’s capital. 
Working with AURA, the church 

once again stepped up to the plate, 
raising the necessary funds to bring 
the family to Canada. With the help 
of parishioners, Sabah and Asmaa 
Alwan and their sons have found 
an apartment, the three boys are 
enrolled in school, and the parents 
are taking English lessons and ex-
ploring job options. 

Bringing the three families to 
Canada has taken a lot of work and 
money – at least $35,000 per family 
– but Mr. Arthur says it has been 
worth it. “It’s been very rewarding 
for the congregation as a whole,” he 
says. “We do a lot of outreach, but 
this has touched parishioners more 
than anything we’ve done. One thing 
that has delighted me has been the 
enthusiasm of the volunteers. The 
talent we have here is just amazing.”  

 Reflecting on the power of out-
reach work like refugee sponsor-
ship, the Rev. Canon Peter Walker, 
incumbent of Grace Church on-
the-Hill, says, “The more we give 
away to others, the more we are 
given, and the more we receive. The 
more energy and effort we do on 
behalf of others, the more we truly 
become who we, as a community, 
are called to be.”

Church brings third 
refugee family to Canada

The Alwan family (centre) with friends on Toronto Islands. Photo by Grace Church 
on-the-Hill. 

Bishop Jenny Andison, youth and leaders gather for a photo at the annual ReCharge youth retreat in Muskoka, Ont. PHOTO BY CINDY DIXON

BRIEFLY
Parish launches centre 
for spiritual growth
St. John the Baptist, Dixie 
in Mississauga has opened 
The Centre for Spiritual 
Growth, a place to explore and 
experience spiritual growth 
through spiritual direction, 
experiential workshops, day 
retreats and space for quiet. 
Whether a churchgoer or one 
who seeks a spiritual path, all 
are welcome to participate in 
the programs offered. To learn 
more about the centre and its 
events, email the church at 
church@stjohnsdixie.com. 

Young adults invited 
to learn about Taizé 
Anglicans who are 18-29 years 

old and interested in visiting 
Taizé for a week in May are 
invited to an information session 
at Church of the Redeemer, 
Bloor St. on Oct. 27 at 5:30 
p.m. Taizé is an ecumenical 
community in France that 
welcomes young adults to live 
the rhythms of monastic life. 
For more information, contact 
hilary@theredeemer.ca. 

Conference explores 
children’s ministry
Registration is open for the 
Toronto Children’s Ministry 
Conference, a gathering of 
people dedicated to the spiritual 
growth of children – parents, 
church volunteers, ministry 
leaders and anyone who has 
a passion for ministering to 
children. This year’s conference 
will take place on Nov. 2 at 
Tyndale University College 
and Seminary. For updates 
and to register, visit www.
wycliffecollege.ca/tcmc.
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LOOKING 
AHEAD
To submit items for Looking 
Ahead, email editor@toronto.
anglican.ca. The deadline for 
the December issue is Nov. 1. 
Parishes can also promote their 
events on the diocese’s website 
Calendar at www.toronto.
anglican.ca.

Music & Worship
NOV. 6 – DEC. 18 - Organix Kingsway 
Organ Recital Series, 12:30 p.m. to 
1:15 p.m., All Saints, Kingsway, 2850 
Bloor St. W., Etobicoke. Recitals 
Nov. 6 & 20; Dec. 4 & 18. Admission 
is free but a free-will offering will 
be accepted.
NOV. 3 - All Souls requiem, 7 p.m. 
Church of the Redeemer, Bloor 
Street and Avenue Road, Toronto.
NOV. 3 - All Souls requiem, 4:30 p.m., 
St Peter, Erindale, 3041 Mississauga 
Rd., Mississauga.
NOV. 6 - Messy Church for all ages, 
6 p.m., Holy Trinity, Guildwood, 85 
Livingston Rd., Toronto. 
NOV. 8 - Remembrance concert and re-
ception featuring the New Horizons 
Band, 8 p.m., Holy Trinity, Guild-
wood, 85 Livingston Rd., Toronto. 
Donations accepted for The Tony 
Stacey Centre for Veterans’ Care. 
NOV. 10 - Rock Eucharist featuring 
the music of Alanis Morissette, 7 
p.m., Church of the Redeemer, Bloor 
Street and Avenue Road, Toronto.
NOV. 17 - Joyous child-friendly service 
with hymns that will take us back 
to our Sunday School days, 10:30 
a.m., St. Paul the Apostle, Rexdale, 
2182 Kipling Ave., Toronto.  
NOV. 24 - Jazz Vespers with singer 
Genevieve Marentette, 4 p.m., pay 
what you can, St. Philip, Etobicoke, 
31 St. Phillips Rd., Toronto. 
NOV. 24 – Service celebrating 65th 
anniversary of St. Paul the Apostle, 
Rexdale, 10:30 a.m. at the church, 
2182 Kipling Ave., Toronto. All 
welcome.
DEC. 1 - Advent carol service, 7 p.m., 
Church of the Redeemer, Bloor 
Street and Avenue Road, Toronto.  
DEC. 8 - Sing and ring in the Christ-
mas season with a family concert 
featuring handbell ringers, band 
and choir, 3-4 p.m., St. John, York 
Mills, 19 Don Ridge Dr., Toronto. 
DEC. 8 – Advent carol service, 7:30 
p.m., St. Martin in-the-Fields, 151 
Glenlake Ave., Toronto. 
DEC. 22 - Service of Lessons and Car-
ols, 10:30 a.m., St. Paul the Apostle, 
Rexdale, 2182 Kipling Ave., Toronto.

Sales
OCT. 26 - Warm clothing sale, 9 a.m. 
to 12 p.m., Holy Trinity, 140 Brooke 
St., Thornhill. Large selection of 
warm clothing for men, women 
and children. Other items will 
include linens, shoes, boots and 
accessories. 
NOV. 2 - Christmas bazaar, 9:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m., St. Paul the Apostle, 
Rexdale, 2182 Kipling Ave., Toronto.  
NOV. 2 - Christmas bazaar and bake 
sale, 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Christ 

Church, Scarborough Village, 155 
Markham Rd., Toronto. 
NOV. 2 - Bazaar, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
with bake table, gift baskets and 
more, Church of St. Mary and St. 
Martha, 1149 Weston Rd., Toronto. 
NOV. 2 - The Market, with 25 vendors 
including jam table, baking table, 
art and more, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
St. Barnabas, 361 Danforth Ave., 
Toronto. 
NOV. 2 - Christmas Bazaar, 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., St. Matthew the Apostle, 
Oriole, 80 George Henry Blvd., 
Toronto. Tables include jewelry, 
baking, giftware, preserves, bottles, 
raffle, games and more.
NOV. 2 - St. Nicholas’ Christmas Ba-
zaar, 12-3 p.m. at 1512 Kingston Rd., 
Toronto. Crafts, baked goods, meat 
pies, candies, preserves, books, attic 
treasures, jewelry, lunch and more.
NOV. 2 - Poinsettia Bazaar, knitting, 
baking, attic treasures and more, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., St. Matthew, 135 
Wilson Rd. S., Oshawa. 
NOV. 2 - Craft Club Christmas Sale 
featuring knitting, sewn and hand-
crafted one-of-a-kind items, plus 
luncheon and bake sale, 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., St. Timothy, Agincourt, 4125 
Sheppard Ave. E., Toronto. 
NOV. 2 - Christmas bazaar with bake 
table, silent auction and more, plus 

a visit from Santa Claus, 9:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., Holy Trinity, Guildwood, 
85 Livingston Rd., Toronto.  
NOV. 7 - “Nummies in the Narthex” 
bake sale after the 10 a.m. service, St. 
John the Evangelist, Peterborough. 
NOV. 9 - Bazaar, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., fea-
turing bake table, cafe, gift gallery, 
knitting, collectables, jewellery, 
books and more, St. Joseph of Naza-
reth, 290 Balmoral Dr., Brampton.  
NOV. 9 - Christmas bazaar featuring 
antiques, baking, knitting, sewing, 
lunch and more, 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
at Grace Church, 19 Parkway Ave., 
Markham.  
NOV. 16 - Sugar Plum Christmas Ba-
zaar, 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., St. Margaret 
in-the-Pines, 4130 Lawrence Ave. E., 
Scarborough. Baked goods, crafts, 
collectibles, lunch and more. 
NOV. 16 - Christmas Craft Show and 
Coffee House, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., St. 
Olave, Swansea, 360 Windermere 
Ave., Toronto.
NOV. 16 - Christmas bazaar, with 
crafts, bake table and more, 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., Holy Family, Heart Lake, 
Kennedy Road N., Brampton. 
NOV. 16 - Holly Bazaar with crafts, 
baked good, café and more, 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., St. Martin, Bay Ridges, 
1203 St. Martin’s Dr., Pickering. 
NOV. 23 - Festival of Christmas, 10:30 

a.m. to 2 p.m., Holy Trinity, 140 
Brooke St., Thornhill. Begin your 
Christmas shopping early. A lunch-
eon will be followed by a raffle draw.
NOV. 23 - Nutcracker Fair with silent 
auction, home-baked goods and 
preserves, vintage costume jewelry 
and clothing, crafts, breakfast BBQ 
and lunch, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., St. 
Martin in-the-Fields, 151 Glenlake 
Ave., Toronto.
NOV. 23 - Annual Christmas Bazaar, 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m., St. James the Apostle, 
3 Cathedral Rd., Brampton, featur-
ing a lunch of homemade soups, 
sandwiches and dessert, a silent 
auction, an art sale, handmade 
jewelry, vendors with many dif-
ferent items for Christmas, and 
bake table.
NOV. 23 - Holly Berry Bazaar with 
handcrafted items, jewelry, home 
baked goods and more, plus Santa 
Claus with his helper, 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m., St. Dunstan of Canterbury An-
glican, 56 Lawson Rd., Scarborough.  
NOV. 23 - Christmas bazaar featuring 
home baking, shortbread and fudge 
booths, gourmet jams and jellies, 
Christmas decorations, booths of 
artwork and more, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
St. Andrew, 2333 Victoria Park Ave., 
Scarborough.
NOV. 23 - 13th annual winter holi-

day craft sale, 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
St. John the Baptist, Norway, 470 
Woodbine Ave., Toronto. Crafts, 
gifts, food and more. 
NOV. 30 - Christmas Market, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., St. Peter and St. Simon, 
525 Bloor St. E., Toronto. Crafts, 
baking, café, children’s area, music.
NOV. 30 - Christmas bazaar, 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., St. David, 49 Donlands 
Ave., Toronto. 
NOV. 30 - Christmas bazaar with 
stocking stuffers, hostess gifts, 
baked goods, lunch room and more, 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Church of the 
Ascension, 266 North St., Port Perry. 
DEC. 7 - Holly Berry Fair, with tea 
room, crafts, knitted goods, Santa 
Claus and more, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
St. Luke, 94 Coxwell Ave., Toronto. 

Workshops & Gatherings
SEPT. 25 - NOV. 20 - Explore faith with 
Bishop Jenny Andison in the Al-
pha program, dinner included, on 
Wednesdays, 6-8:30 p.m., at St. Mat-
thew, Islington, 3962 Bloor St. W., 
Etobicoke. RSVP to 416-231-4014 or 
email seth.enriquez@saintmatts.ca.
OCT. 27 - Choral Evensong for St. 
Simon and St. Jude at 4:30 p.m., 
followed by Pumpkin High Tea, 
during which St. James Cathedral’s 
music director, Robert Busiakie-
wicz, will discuss his life in music 
as composer, conductor and tenor, 
including his early years in Vienna, 
Stratford, London and at King’s 
College, Cambridge, at St. Olave, 
Bloor Street and Windermere Av-
enue, Toronto.  
OCT. 27 - Swing Shift Big Band Con-
cert - Memories of Yester’ Year, 3-5 
p.m., Church of the Ascension, 33 
Overland Dr., Toronto. Tickets $35, 
with proceeds going to the roof 
replacement fund. Call 416-444-8881.
NOV. 2 - “Spiritual Practice through 
the Arts,” 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., St. Mi-
chael and All Angels, 611 St. Clair 
W., Toronto. Through artistic ex-
pression including clay, paints, 
writing and music, this workshop is 
for anyone seeking a day of peace, 
thoughtfulness and rejuvenation. 
Lunch provided. For details, contact 
smaachurchoffice@rogers.com. 
NOV. 20 - Evening Prayer at 6 p.m., 
followed by a light supper and 
a talk by the Very Rev. Douglas 
Stoute, a former rector of St. James 
Cathedral and Dean of Toronto, as 
he looks forward at a time of un-
certainty for the Christian church, 
at St. Olave, 360 Windermere Ave., 
Toronto. 
DEC. 1 - 7th Annual Celtic Family 
Christmas featuring Sandy Mac-
Intyre at the Port Credit Legion, 
35 Front St., N., 2-4 p.m. Tickets 
are $20 for adults and $10 for chil-
dren under 10. The event also has 
a silent auction, shortbread and 
more. Tickets can be purchased by 
calling Trinity-St. Paul Port Credit 
at 905-278-1992.
DEC. 6-22 - The Christmas Story, 
a Toronto tradition since 1938, 
featuring professional musicians 
and a volunteer cast presenting 
an hour-long nativity pageant, 
Holy Trinity, 19 Trinity Square, 
Toronto (on the west side of the 
Eaton Centre). Dates are Dec. 6-8, 
13-15, 20-22. Suggested donation: 
$25 adults; $5 children. Visit www.
thechristmasstory.ca to reserve or 
call 416-598-4521, ext. 301. 

LOOKING AHEAD

TOURNEY A HIT
Eight church teams play in the 58th annual SAYM (Scarborough Anglican Youth Movement) baseball season finals in Ajax on Sept. 7. 
Clockwise from top: the St. Andrew, Scarborough Anglers hoist The Rev. Peter C. Trant Memorial Trophy after beating the Holy Trinity, 
Guildwood Angels 11-9 in the final game; members of the Christ Church/St. Bede Battitudes celebrate; a player races to first base. 
Also taking part in the tourney were teams from St. Paul, L’Amoreaux, Wesley Chapel Baptist, Agincourt Baptist, Scarborough Baptist 
and a multi-church team. PHOTOS BY MICHAEL HUDSON

Recycle The Anglican.            GIVE IT TO A FRIEND.
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PRAYER CYCLE

FOR NOVEMBER
1. St. Margaret in-the-Pines, Toronto
2.  Founders and Benefactors of the 

Diocese of Toronto
3.  The Members of the Synod of the 

Diocese of Toronto
4.  St. Margaret Tamil Congregation, 

Toronto
5. St. Michael the Archangel, Toronto
6.  The Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and 

Registrar of the Diocese of Toronto

7.  The Secretary of Synod, the Synod 
Planning and Agenda Committee

8. The Synod of the Diocese of Toronto
9. The Synod of the Diocese of Toronto
10. Scarborough Deanery
11. Military Chaplains
12. Nativity, Malvern
13. St. Ninian, Scarborough
14. St. Paul, L’Amoreaux
15. St. Peter, Scarborough
16. St. Timothy, Agincourt
17. Bishop Peter Fenty
18. St. Saviour, Toronto

19. St. Aidan, Toronto
20. St. Barnabas, Chester
21. St. Bede, Toronto
22. St. David, Donlands
23. St. John the Baptist, Norway
24. Toronto East Deanery
25. St. Luke, East York
26. St. Matthew, First Avenue
27. St. Monica, Toronto
28. St. Nicholas, Birch Cliff
29. Resurrection, Toronto
30. St. Andrew, Japanese, Toronto

REAL ESTATE

Award-winning 
real estate in Toronto 

for over 25 years

Sales Representative
Chestnut Park Real Estate 

Limited, Brokerage

416.925.9191

Helping Sellers obtain 
the best prices for 

their homes.

I look forward to hearing 
from you.

Carolyn
McIntire Smyth

DAVID A.S. WRIGHT
B.A. M.Div.
Registered

Psychotherapist 

• Pastoral Counsellor
• Individual / Couple
 Psychotherapy
• Psychoanalysis
• Supervision /
 Consultation

204 St. George Street
Toronto, Ontario M5R 2N5

Tel. 416-960-6486

Pastoral Counsellor
Registered

Psychotherapist

Susan E. Haig
LL.B., M.Div.

110 Eglinton Ave. W., Suite 303D
Toronto, ON  M4R 1A3

416.605.3588

COUNSELLING

IN MOTION

Appointments 
•  The Rev. Nelson Charles 

(Church of Pakistan), Honor-
ary Assistant, St. James the 
Apostle, Brampton, Sept. 4.

•  The Rev. Heather Gwynne-
Timothy, Honorary Assistant, 
St. Cuthbert, Leaside, Sept. 8. 

•  The Rev. Janet Sidey, Interim 
Priest-in-Charge, Trinity-St. 
Paul, Port Credit, Sept. 16 
while the Incumbent is on 
leave.

•  The Rt. Rev. George Elliott, In-
terim Priest-in-Charge, Parish 
of Lloydtown, Sept. 20 while 
the Incumbent is on leave.

•  The Rt. Rev. Patrick White, 
Interim Priest-in-Charge, 
Church of the Evangelists, 
New Tecumseth, Sept. 20.

•  The Rev. James Halmerson, 
Honorary Assistant, St. 
George, Grafton, Sept. 22.

•  The Rev. Daniel Cranley, 
Incumbent, Church of the 

Transfiguration, Toronto, Oct. 
1. 

•  The Rev. Gloria Master, Inter-
im Priest-in-Charge, St. John 
the Baptist, Lakefield, Oct. 1.

•  The Rev. Susan Tate, Interim 
Priest-in-Charge, Parish of 
Fenelon Falls, Nov. 1.

Area Bishop’s Direct 
Appointment Process
•  St. Hilda, Fairbank
•  St. Elizabeth, Mississauga
•  Church of the Evangelists, 

New Tecumseth
•  St. Paul, Newmarket
•  St. Mary and St. Martha, 

Toronto
•  Our Saviour, Toronto

Vacant Incumbencies
Clergy from outside the diocese 
with the permission of their 
bishop may apply through the 
Diocesan Executive Assistant, 
Mrs. Mary Conliffe.

First Phase - Parish Selection 
Committee in Formation 
(not yet receiving names):
•  Incarnation, Toronto
•  St. Margaret in-the-Pines, 

Toronto
•  Parish of Fenelon Falls
•  Parish of Lakefield
•  All Saints, Whitby
•  Trinity, Streetsville

Second Phase - Parish Selection 
Committee (receiving names via 
Area Bishop):
•  Christ Church, Stouffville
•  St. Christopher, Richmond Hill 

(Associate Priest)
•  St. Martin, Bay Ridges

Retirements
•  The Rev. Frances Kovar’s last 

Sunday at the Parish of Fene-
lon Falls was Oct. 13.

•  The Rev. Susanne McKim’s 
last Sunday at Trinity-St. Paul, 
Port Credit will be June 30, 
2020.
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BRIEFLY
PWRDF accepting 
donations for Bahamas
In response to the devastation 
in the Bahamas from Hurricane 
Dorian, PWRDF is receiving 
donations and sending financial 
support to Episcopal Relief and 
Development of the Episcopal 
Church of the United States 
(ERD). ERD and its partners 
are working on a response as 
the Diocese of the Bahamas and 
the Turks and Caicos begins to 
evaluate and assess the needs of 
local communities in the diocese. 
Donations can be made online at 
pwrdf.org/give-today, then click 
on Emergency Response. Or mail 
your donation to PWRDF, 80 
Hayden Street, 3rd floor, Toronto, 
M4Y 3G2, or call toll-free at 1-866-
308-7973 (do not leave credit card 
information on a voice mail). You 
can also give on the go by texting 
PWRDF to 45678. A bulletin 
is also available for parish 
bulletin boards on the PWRDF’s 
website, www.pwrdf.org. . 

Pre-Synod meetings 
in October
Each episcopal area will hold a 
Each episcopal area will hold a 
pre-Synod meeting to prepare for 
the diocese’s upcoming Regular 
Session of Synod. Pre-Synod 
meetings are for Synod members 
to engage in discussion and 
debate on items being brought 
before Synod for approval. The 
dates and locations are: Oct. 23, 
7-9 p.m. at St. John the Baptist, 
Dixie; Oct. 24, 7-9 p.m. at St. 
John, York Mills; Oct. 26, 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. at Trinity Church, 
Aurora; Oct. 26, 2-4 p.m. at St. 

COUNSELLING

Keynote speaker Ed Broadbent and Joy Kogawa at the event on Oct. 5. In 1988, 
Mr. Broadbent read a passage from Ms. Kogawa’s novel in the House of Commons 
during the Canadian government’s apology for the internment of Japanese 
Canadians during the Second World War. PHOTO BY MICHAEL HUDSON

BRIEFLY
Dinner raises funds 
for West Indies 
Bishop Andrew Asbil will be 
the guest speaker at this year’s 
Bishops Basil Tonks and Arthur 
Brown Fundraising Dinner, 
held Nov. 2 at St. Andrew, 
Scarborough. The evening will 
begin with a Eucharist at 5 p.m. 
followed by the dinner at 6:30 

p.m. The annual event, hosted 
by the Canadian Friends to West 
Indian Christians, raises funds 
for ministry in the Caribbean. 
Tickets are $60 each. For tickets, 
call 416-445-8664 or 416-654-7875.

Diocese’s Archives 
closed for November
The diocese’s Archives, located 
at 135 Adelaide St., Toronto, will 
be closed beginning on Nov. 1 
and will re-open on Dec. 2. The 
Archives are closing so that 

staff can undertake inventory 
work and other much-needed 
archival projects. Urgent 
inquiries, including requests for 
certified copies and requests 
from Diocesan Centre staff, will 
still be processed during the 
closure, but all others will have to 
wait until the Archives re-opens 
on Dec. 2. The staff regrets any 
inconvenience this may cause. For 
further information, contact Claire 
Wilton, Archivist and Privacy 
Officer, at cwilton@toronto.
anglican.ca or 416-363-6021. 

BY BOB DEANE 

ST. George, Grafton ended its year-
long 175th anniversary celebrations 
with a service attended by Bishop 
Riscylla Shaw, the area bishop 
of Trent-Durham. It has been an 
extraordinary year; the congrega-
tion has celebrated and achieved 
so much, from outreach projects to 
modernizing the church’s facilities. 

Following the service, Bishop 
Shaw unveiled and blessed a mosaic 
that depicts the current church 
building, the earlier church that 
burnt down in 1908 and two local 
churches – long closed – that were 

once joint parishes with St. George’s.  
Lunch was enjoyed in the recent-

ly renovated parish hall, followed by 
presentations to the bishop, one of 
which was the presentation of the 
Anniversary Book. The stories in 
the book are about the congrega-
tion – parishioners who care for 
each other and the community at 
large. The book was written over 
six months at the beginning of 
2019 and is available for all on the 
church’s renewed website, www.
stgeorgesgrafton.org.  

Bob Deane is a member of 
St. George, Grafton. 

Grafton church wraps 
up anniversary year

BY SONYA DYKSTRA 
AND ENZO VERRILLI 

A group gathered at Holy Trinity, 
Trinity Square on Oct. 5 to celebrate 
and give thanks to a community for 
its incredible support for seeking 
redress for the Canadian govern-
ment’s role in the internment of 
Japanese Canadians during the 
Second World War.

The group consisted of about 145 
individuals, including Japanese Ca-
nadians who endured the internment 
nearly 80 years ago, their families, 
members of Holy Trinity and the 
wider Anglican family, and people 
affiliated with various groups.

The night consisted of an abundant 
potluck dinner hosted by Holy Trin-
ity and the group Japanese Canadi-
ans for Social Justice. The evening 
featured musical performances by 
Bruce Tatemichi and Mauro Bellotto 
as well as a sing-along led by Alan 
Gasser and Emma Whitla. 

Holy Trinity member Joy Kogawa, 
who lived through the internment 
but also experienced the remorse 
of the Canadian government when 
it delivered an apology in 1988, gave 
a heartfelt word of thanks to those 
who stood with Japanese Canadians 
during their times of trial.  

John Brewin, former MP and the 

son of Andrew Brewin, who took 
up the cause to fight for the rights 
of Japanese Canadians, reminded 
the audience of how fear that was 
encouraged by the Canadian gov-
ernment was the catalyst for this 
injustice to unfold. He emphasized 
how his father’s Christian faith was 
a faith in action, a banner to be worn 
on one’s heart, not on one’s sleeve.

Featured speaker Ed Broadbent, 
a former leader of the federal NDP 
party, re-acknowledged the injustice 
and encouraged people to be on 
alert for similar situations fed by 
fear in today’s political climate. Mr. 
Broadbent was also a witness to the 
Canadian government’s apology 
31 years ago, when he stood up 
in the House of Commons to read 
from Ms. Kogawa’s book Obasan, a 
novel of a young child’s life during 
internment. He was representative 
of those who empathized with the 
wronged and shone light on the 
ability of our hearts to hold good-
ness and carry others.

The event of gratitude towards 
these buoyant hearts created an 
uplifting evening with a message 
that hope can overshadow despair, 
trust can outweigh doubt, and good 
hearts, individually and collectively, 
can find the friends hidden within 
the enemy of fear.  

Those who helped 
Japanese Canadians 
thanked at event



Walking humbly 

through life  

with God.

Through a generous 

legacy gift, the church 

that Jean and William 

Balfour cared so deeply 

about will continue  

to touch many lives in 

the years to come.

William Francis Albert Balfour, 1921-2019
Jean Eleanor Balfour, 1921-2008

As lifelong Anglicans Bill and Jean cared deeply for their church, 
community and children. As an inside postal worker for over 40 years 
and a member of the Canadian Armed Forces for six years, Bill knew a 
thing or two about service. So too did Jean, his wife of 60 years, raising 
two boys on Belsize Drive in Toronto. Walking with God was more than 
a weekly stroll down the street to church – it meant taking your spiritual 
life seriously.

Like many of us, Bill and Jean, supported the ministry of the church 
faithfully. It was more than duty, it was an honour to give back to God, 
the community and to those in need. Their “living legacy” of over 
$500,000 to the church is a testament to their faith, their love of family 
and their hope that the church will continue to transform lives through 
ministry. We are very grateful for the generosity of Bill and Jean. For information about making 

a legacy gift to your parish, 
FaithWorks, the Anglican 
Diocese of Toronto Foundation 
or another diocesan ministry  
or program contact:

Michael Cassabon, ThM 
Manager of Major Gifts and 
Legacy Giving

Diocese of Toronto

135 Adelaide St. E.  
Toronto, ON   M5C 1L8

Tel: 416-363-6021 x 242

Toll-free: 1-800-668-8932 x 242

mcassabon@toronto.anglican.ca

Bill and Jean’s legacy gift will have a lasting impact on:

• St. John the Evangelist Church, Peterborough, Ontario

• St. John the Divine Church, Maple Ridge, BC

• FaithWorks

• The Anglican Diocese of Toronto Foundation

• The Incorporated Synod of the Diocese of Toronto

(Micah 6:8)


