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Almighty and Eternal God,

Enable us, through Worship,

Learning and Service,

To live a life in Christ,

That, strengthened by the Holy Spirit,

We may show forth your love

to others throughout the world.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2019
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the church and in Jesus Christ. Amen.

Who would imagine that I would be writing the President’s report for the 2019 ACW Annual Report. My skill set has always been finances. Definitely not writing. Repeating the Doxology, especially the first sentence is a reminder of what God can do, as he leads us into unknown territory.

The Presidency has brought many new experiences and challenges as well as many joyful moments along with new friends.

In early May I brought greetings from our Diocesan ACW to the Catholic Women’s League on the first day of their Annual Conference. Their President Ann D’Souza brought CWL greetings at our AGM.

In September, I represented our Diocese at the 2019 National Anglican Church Women President’s Conference held in Edmonton with the theme “Using Your Gifts to Serve”. What a marvelous experience! There was much discussion, fellowship and worship. It is uplifting to hear what Anglican Church Women are doing across Canada. The women of the Diocese of Edmonton presented the gathering a new altar cloth which displays all the Canadian Diocesan Shields. The cloth will be used on the altar at future National Conferences. 

We welcomed the Very Rev Stephen Vail as the new Dean of St. James Cathedral in September. 

In October, I was warmly welcomed at the Nottawasaga Deanery Day. Worship, an interesting speaker, a delicious lunch followed by a brief business meeting were the highlights of the day. 

It is a joy to visit with women at various churches around the Diocese. It is amazing what is being accomplished through ACW and Women’s Ministry. 

The ACW Board and Finance Committee meetings are held the second Wednesday of the month, seven times a year. In October and January, the AGM committee meets. Technology is being introduced with changes in how we “do things”. All the Finance and Board meetings are now available by Zoom (computer or telephone) for those unable to make it to the office. The newsletter is being sent out to the parishes by email (a savings of over $400 per newsletter). Printed copies are still available for those who have subscriptions.

The 2018 Annual General Meeting was hosted by St. Timothy Agincourt. The theme “Working With Change” was timely. The meeting was chaired by co-executive vice-presidents, myself and Roberta Creber. After eleven years of a three-year term, Anita Gittens retired as president of Toronto Diocesan Anglican Church Women. Rev. Joan Cavanaugh-Clark paid tribute to Anita Gittens for her years of dedicated leadership. A set of ACW wine glasses were presented to Anita at a later date. 

The program for the day began with a warm welcome from Enid Corbett and the Curate, Rev. Johanna Tak. 

Rev. Joan Cavanaugh-Clark, our Chaplain, presided and preached for our Eucharist service.

Greetings were brought by Bishop Kevin Robertson on behalf of the College of Bishops and Ann D’Souza, President of the Toronto Catholic Women’s League. Written greetings from Anita Gittens, on behalf of the Women’s Inter-Church Council, were read. 
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Roberta Creber chaired the business meeting. Enid Corbett, treasurer for 2018, presented the financial reports. June Dyer presented the Nominations report. After the official ballot was cast, the Rt. Rev. Kevin Robertson installed the Officers of the Board of Directors and members of the Finance Committee. 

The theme for the 2020-2021 Special Projects will be Housing Crisis: Affordable Housing and Homelessness.  

Enid Corbett, (president) and Roberta Creber (executive vice-president), presented flowers to Dorothy McLeod, Judy Beal, and Lyn Hall for their dedicated service over many years. Peggy Perkins, Mary Macnamara and 
Joan Cavanagh were also presented with flowers of appreciation for their work in making the day a success. Gifts of appreciation were delivered to Hilda Clark and Lorice Carter during the following week to honour their many years of service to the Diocesan ACW.

Lunch was followed by our keynote speaker Alexandra Shimo, author of “Invisible North: Lessons from a Troubled Reserve”. She presented slides and spoke about her experience in Kashechewan while on assignment for the CBC. There are so many issues involved: displacement, poverty, hunger, unemployment, poor living conditions, mental health and suicides. 

Before our closing, the names which were inscribed in the Book of Memory, during this past year, were read.

In June, the Needleworkers honoured Louise Reid who has been a faithful embroiderer with the ACW Ecclesiastical Needlework Committee for 40 years. For over 100 years needleworkers have met weekly for 10 months a year, to use their special talents to create vestments, hangings and fine linens for worship in our churches. Thank you for your dedicated service.

We were deeply saddened to learn of the passing, in August, of Hilda Clark (Wilberforce). Hilda was a long-time member of her Parish ACW. She also served on the Diocesan Anglican Church Women Board and well as on her Deanery Executive.

A sincere thank you is extended to Judy Beal, our Office Administrator, who keeps our office running smoothly. Her tireless effort and attention to detail keep us all on track.

Working with Bobbie Creber, the executive Vice President, has been a pleasure. Our skill sets complement each other.

A special thank you is extended to Jean Glionna who stepped in, at the AGM, to become Treasurer, for one year.

Many thanks to the Rev. Joan Cavanagh, our Diocesan ACW Chaplain, who gives us much to think about during her reflections at the Board Meetings and her contributions to the Newsletter.

To the Diocesan ACW Board and Committee members, thank you for your dedication, in using your time and talents, to enrich your Parish, Deanery and Diocesan ACW.

To Bishop Andrew Asbil, the Area Bishops and the Diocesan Staff, thank you for your encouragement and support.

Respectfully submitted,

Enid Corbett MA ODT

President, Toronto Diocesan ACW
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SECRETARY / TREASURER’S REPORT

The Treasurer’s role is to work with the Finance Committee to monitor the financial statements at monthly meetings, to review applications for bursaries and special appeals for recommendation to the Board, to prepare the budget each fall for the coming year and to deal with any other financial matters as they arise. In addition, the Treasurer ensures that the financial books are audited/reviewed annually and that all government reports are submitted in a timely manner. The finances continue to challenge the Committee. More A.C.W. groups are needing to cut back their Fair Share donations to the Diocesan A.C.W. as they cut back on their fund raising activities and increase support to their Parish financial needs. Several Parish A.C.W groups have closed due to smaller and aging membership. Many parishes have no women’s group at all.  

We thank the dedicated Needleworkers who generously contribute their proceeds to the Diocesan Anglican Women. They continue their dedicated work using their unique talents to create and repair embroidered vestments and hangings as well as produce fine linens.  

We thank the many parish Anglican Church Women groups who have supported the Diocesan Anglican Church Women with their donations for Special Projects, Thank Offerings (for bursaries) and Annual Fair Share Commitments for 2019. We were able to meet our commitment to send $10,000 to the Council of the North. We continue to support Threshold Ministries (formerly Church Army).  

The following organizations received your Special Project monies in 2019. 


York Credit Valley   
Chantel’s Place            


York Simcoe
Green Haven Shelter for Women 


Trent Durham
North House 


York Scarborough
 East Metro Youth Services           

A big thank you is extended to our Office Administrator Judy Beal for her excellent handling of the accounts and banking and to the Finance Committee who meet so faithfully to help monitor the financial matters. We regretfully say farewell to Lyn Hall who has served faithfully on the Finance Committee since May 13, 1997. 

Respectfully submitted,                         Finance Committee 2019. 

Jean Glionna                                          Bobbie Creber, Jean Glionna 

Treasurer                                                Lyn Hall, Dorothy MacLeod, Ruth Pengelly,         

                                                               Ex-officio – Enid Corbett

COMMITTEE REPORTS

NEEDLEWORKERS’ REPORT

I am thankful for the assistance of our fellow needleworkers for the work they have been doing in our few hour together each week.  We are blessed.  The ladies meet at the Diocesan Centre Mondays from 9:30 to 3:00 p.m. each week from September to June – with the exception of holiday Mondays, and can be reached at 
416-363-0018.  Leave a message any day of the week and we will get it.

Due to the completion of some long term projects as well as short term projects we have been able to contribute to the work of our sponsors, the ACW.
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Over the year we have made 2 new chasubles, 6 new stoles and repaired 1 stole, 5 new burse and veil sets –  
1 being a remount of a damaged set, 3 frontals, remake of a complete set of vestments and 1 antependium.   
Meanwhile the white work team have stitched up many Purificators, corporals, veils and fair linens.  We were a busy bunch.

Our team has people who come and go.  We miss having Doreen Stanton and Kerry Dickson at our table.  New stitchers are always welcomed.  Bring your scissors, needles and talent, and we will supply the tea and coffee.  
God bless you all.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Peggy Perkins, Director
Ecclesiastical Needleworkers
PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT

We have many special items that are fitting for all types of recognition – 
a small memento to the diamond pin!

The following items are available through the Toronto Diocesan Anglican Church Women’s Office 

135 Adelaide Street East, Toronto ON M5C 1L8    acw@toronto.anglican.ca    416-363-0018

Diamond-Chip ACW or Chancel Guild Pins with Certificate
$60.00
ACW or Chancel Guild Pins
$35.00

ACW Aprons
$25.00

ACW Tote Bags
$5.00

National ACW Pins
$5.00

Chancel Guild Manuals
$5.00 each or 4/$15.00
ACW Notebooks
$3.00

ACW Pens
$2.00

ACW Bookmarks
$0.35 or 3/$1.00

ACW or Chancel Guild Prayer Cards
$0.35 or 3/$1.00
SOCIAL CONCERN AND ACTION REPORT

The Special Project theme for 2018-2019 was Safe Houses for Women and their Children.

The following organizations received your Special Project monies in 2019.

York - Credit Valley  
Chantel’s Place   
       

York - Simcoe                            
Green Haven Shelter for Women
Trent - Durham                        
North House

York - Scarborough         
East Metro Youth Services          
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AREA REPORTS
YORK - CREDIT VALLEY AREA REPORT
Etobicoke Deanery

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING

Attendance at our monthly ACW luncheon meetings varied from 8 to 20 people over the last year.  Despite having no Chairperson, the faithfulness and reliability of the members allows us to carry out a varied program of “helping” activities.  We have been working with volunteer chairs each month and thus share in the responsibilities.

During the year we:

· Held monthly No Frills card parties 10 – 25 people attending (many from the local community)

· Had a very successful Valentine Luncheon and Card Party

· Celebrated the 60th anniversary of CTK with a well attended traditional High Tea in June

· At our June Pot Luck Supper we hosted a speaker from Sleeping Children around the World and purchased 6 SCAW bed kits to assist in their work

· Assisted with refreshments at a variety of events, BBQ’s, confirmation, parish meetings, funeral teas, World Day of Prayer, pancake supper.

· Held a Christmas luncheon at Tuckers Marketplace

· Assisted in many ways with the very successful Christmas Fair

· Continued with the used book sale

· Contributed funds to PWRDF, Moorelands, Sleeping Children Around the World, CTK, Loft and Out of the Cold

· Hosted a light luncheon on the Sunday when a new Burse and Veil were dedicated in memory of Barbara Yule.  Representatives from the Diocesan Needleworkers, who had worked with Barbara, made these for the parish and were here for this dedication.

Full catering of events is becoming more and more difficult for current members.  It has been proposed that since we are no longer able to cater, we will be prepared to set up tea and coffee and purchased catered food for an event.  There will be a charge of $150 for this service.

Despite our aging population in the “Active” ACW, many have regular responsibilities around the church beyond our meetings and events.  Just looking around each Sunday we see Anglican Church Women actively assisting with the ritual as well as the housekeeping details that keep our parish going.

A group of 8 attended the annual Diocesan ACW meeting held in the spring joining with ACW members from all over the diocese.  We proudly displayed our poster showing the wide variety of roles played by members of our group.  By sharing with others, we learn what they are doing and have a greater appreciation of the importance of the role of the ACW in each local parish.

Respectfully submitted, Ruth Pengelly
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Humber Deanery

ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE, REXDALE

St. Paul the Apostle participated in the 2019 World Day of Prayer Service, held in March.  The event was hosted by Kipling Avenue Baptist Church and attended by others from Kipling Baptist, St. Benedict’s Catholic, Fellowship Presbyterian, Rexdale Presbyterian, Martin Grove United Church, Salvation Army, and Rexdale Gospel Hall. The service was written by and for the women of Slovenia. The theme was “Come – Everything is Ready.”

The Lenten Quiet Day was very well attended, palm crosses were made in the afternoon for Palm Sunday services also for the parishioners who are unable to attend services and for the residents in the neighbouring long term care facilities.
In April 2019, the Diocesan ACW Annual Meeting was held at St. Timothy, Agincourt. St. Paul The Apostle was represented at the annual meeting. 

St. Paul’s was also represented at the Women’s Inter Church Council of Canada (Toronto) Annual General Meeting and the 75th Anniversary Service of the Canadian Council of Churches.

In November the ladies of St. Paul’s also attended the First Annual Prayer Breakfast held by the Rexdale Presbyterian Church Women.
There is a new Executive of the St. Paul’s ACW. The members are Margaret Durant, President, Anita Gittens, Vice President, Janice Hylton, Treasurer, Suzan Hall, Secretary and Rev. Jo-Anne, Executive Member.

The Executive members were presented to the congregation on November 24th and members of the parish were encouraged to sign up. 

The focus of the St. Paul’s ACW will be on the spiritual and healing process of making of Prayer Shawls, this is a Ministry of deep spiritual growth, healing and fellowship. Opportunities to reach out to, embrace and be an active presence in our community will also be a focus for the St. Paul’s ACW.

Respectfully submitted, Margaret Durant
Parkdale – West Toronto Deanery

ST. OLAVE’S, SWANSEA (TORONTO)
The Women of Saint Olave's Anglican Church had a very busy and fruitful 2019. Together we worked for God, within our Church walls and throughout the Community.

We raised money for this through various means:

- Organizing a "No Bake, Bake Sale" which, while providing income, also allows shut-ins to

  participate in a Church activity.

- Organizing a Church/Community Lawn Sale.

- Hosting the intermission refreshments for a Windermere String Quartet Concert.

- Participating in the November Arts and Crafts Sale. (Books Knitting Baking and Treasures)

- Preparing a Gift Basket and running a Draw for it.

- Selling Christmas Tree ornaments
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With the money raised through these endeavours we were able to do the following:
1. Donate to The Sisters of Saint John the Divine

2. Donate to Loft Transitional House

3. Donate to Loft Inglis House

4. Send two of our young people to the St. Michael's conference in August.

5. Give Bibles to the people being Confirmed.

6. Give $4,000.00 to the Boiler Fund.

Community support
- We organized the collection and delivery of Easter Gift Bags for Seniors in a Loft Home

- Participated by hosting tables or working in the kitchen at the special Christmas 

  Community Dinner.

Support for Saint Olave's        

1. Paid for 6 months cleaning of the Church Kitchen

2. Contributed towards the cost of gardening.

3. Did a Spring Cleaning of the Nave.

4. Assisted in the making of the Palm Crosses.

5. Assisted with food and cleanup for Evensongs.

6. Assisted with food and clean up for the Lenten series.

7. Participated in the Lenten Series on the Prayer Book.

8. Participated in the Bible Study series.

9. Cared for the Altar linens and prepared the Altars for Communion services.

Through these efforts all the Women of St. Olave's Anglican Church have grown together in friendship and love as we served the Lord.

Respectfully submitted, The Rev. Canon Ruth Smith, ACW President.

YORK - SIMCOE AREA REPORT 
Holland Deanery

CHRIST CHURCH, HOLLAND LANDING

We are a group of about 10 ladies but we are very busy during the year.  In 2019 we held 3 annual events, Plant and Yard sale in May, a Strawberry Supper in June and a Bazaar in November.  We also catered 2 dinners and 
4 lunches and we have a soup and sandwich lunch each week for about 8 months of the year.  We also have a lot of support from the congregation with help and donations.  Our group also act as the Chancel Guild.

Respectfully submitted, Joan Bellar, ACW President

parish of roches point

Mary Watson has reported that they are down to four members so they now include the men and call themselves Anglican Church Workers.
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St. James the Apostle, Sharon

We have an active ACW that meets the 3rd Monday of each month except for July and August.  Our annual activities include a Pancake lunch; participation in the World Day of Prayer; Spaghetti Dinner; Spring Sale that includes plants & bake table; and November Christmas Bazaar. Through our successful fundraising activities in 2019, we contributed $6,000 to the church operating funds.  Every June and December we have a potluck dinner where we share a few laughs and enjoy each other’s company.

Respectfully submitted, Janice Hodgson

Huronia Deanery

ST. GEORGE, FAIRVALLEY

ACW is not very active at St. George, Fairvalley.  Our main activity seems to be organizing funeral luncheons.  We have limited space in our hall to hold other activities. We do focus on remembering people in our church and community when there is illness. 

Respectfully submitted, Rosemary Athron

St James, Orillia

All women in our parish are part of the Anglican Church Women.   We are a very active part of St. James’.  Throughout the year, our projects support the Lighthouse, Greenhaven, Toronto Diocesan projects, Honduras scholarships, the Arthur Turner Training School, Couchiching Jubilee House, and our annual donation to 
St. James (this year it was $6,000).  We also sponsor St. Nick’s shopping day, the (30) Christmas Food Hampers, packing of the family hampers and gifts for the families, and 28 Easter cheer baskets.   

We raise our funds through a Blossom Luncheon buffet and craft sale in the spring, and several booths of home-made items at the Orillia Christmas Market.  Several Saturdays during the year will find Miriam Wright and partners at the Farmer’s Market.   The profit from St Nick’s shopping day go toward an item for Youth.

Julia Nicholls sends birthday cards to any of our Baptised children 5 and under, as well as Get Well, Sympathy and Thinking of You to those whom we are aware are in need.   She also made 30 Christmas Cheer gifts for Pastoral Care to deliver on their visits.

We hosted 78 folk for a World Day of Prayer in the spring and a luncheon at the ACW Sunday in November.  We enjoy knitting, sewing, crafts, baking and taking care of those in need.   We also ask the men in our parish to join in projects when needed, as Anglican Church Workers!!  So – we are all part of this active, supportive group of St James.

Respectfully submitted, Joan Gardy, ACW Secretary
St. Luke, Price's Corner

Throughout the year, our members donated to Mariposa House Hospice, Camp Couchiching, the Junior Fall Fair, RACE against Drugs (which is an educational programme for grade 5 students sponsored by the local Health Unit) plus the Salvation Army Christmas Fund.  Twice we collected toiletry items for the Salvation Army Street Mission.  Our congregation helped St. James’ Orillia by donating three times throughout the year to their “Loonie Lunch” programme.
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We rotate hosting World Day of Prayer among four local congregations – Roman Catholic, United, Presbyterian and ours.  In 2019 the Service was hosted at Forest Home United Church.   Our church has been twinned with 
St. Luke’s, Creemore, since the early 1980’s.  On alternate years we host their members for lunch then visit a local historical or noteworthy location. Our ACW provides a Bake Sale in conjunction with St. Luke’s annual Trunk Treasure Sale.  We hold a Christmas Craft and Bake Sale each November.  The ladies of St. Luke’s usually attend a relaxing luncheon at different local restaurants twice a year. This gives our 17 active members a chance to enjoy fellowship that we may otherwise be too busy to share at our meetings or after Service tea.

Respectfully submitted, Wendy Hunter

ST. PAUL, WASHAGA

Donna Crawford and I have been doing the Work of the People for the last few years. We have about 10 ladies working with us on different projects. 

Our fund raising projects:

Pancake supper held every year

October bazaar

Washago Community Centre bazaar

Meat pie sales

From the funds raised at these projects we have donated to:

Pregnancy Resource centre with annual baby bottle drive Mother’s Day to Father’s Day
Jubilee House 30 hygiene bags filled with toiletries donation of feminine hygiene products gently used business clothes

Free Little Pantry outside the church for take what you need leave what you can

Donations of food clothing and household goods to Living for Jesus

Donations of food and men's clothes to the Lighthouse.  
Christmas drive for 60 pairs of socks for the Lighthouse

Donations to the Lighthouse HOPE construction plan

Donations to Faithworks for Jubilee House

Under the constrained effects of aging and sometimes ill ladies over the last year, we have done wonders.

Thank you for the opportunity to tell you about our wonderful efforts.

Respectfully submitted, Judith Ebbert

Nottawasaga Deanery Report

Eight churches in the Nottawasaga Deanery have women’s groups active in catering, chancel or fund raising for their individual parishes.   However, many have no involvement in A.C.W.   

Each year a Deanery Day is held and the host church for 2019 was St. Luke’s Church, Creemore.   As usual the day began with a service of Holy Eucharist followed by a guest speaker - this year from Home Horizon, an organization offering help and a home to homeless youth in the community.   This is a much needed facility in the community and they must operate on little funding from government so rely greatly on donations to keep the doors open.  
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It is the policy of our deanery to give the offering and deanery fees to the charity featured so a cheque was presented to Dwayne O’Connor, Executive Director, Home Horizon, Barbara Weider House, Collingwood. Following lunch and a time of fellowship a brief business meeting was held.   
Roll Call was answered by each of the seven groups in attendance relating what programs and activities they held during the year.   We were particularly fortunate to be able to welcome our Diocesan President, Enid Corbett who spoke on the role of the Diocesan ACW and the make-up of the Diocesan Board.  

All in all, the women of the various ACW’s and Women’s groups in Nottawasaga Deanery are very active in supporting many areas of need.  While not all call themselves Anglican Church Women, they do the work and help in their respective churches.

I have been submitting reports from Nottawasaga Deanery for many years and now feel that I must step down from the Board.   I have enjoyed being a part of the Diocesan A.C.W. Board over these years and have learned much about this integral part of our Diocese of Toronto.  I have been fortunate also, in that Carol Cryer from Christ Church/St. Jude Ivy, already a member of the Diocesan ACW Board, has agreed to be the Nottawasaga Deanery Rep and will be contacting the groups during the next year.  

Respectfully submitted, Eileen Martin

Nottawasaga Deanery Representative

Tecumseth Deanery 

St. DAVID, EVERETT

We may be a small group but we have big hearts.  We meet once a month for a time of fellowship and planning any upcoming events we may have.

Our Outreach Projects:

· St. David's have helped in a small way to support Mission to Seafarers at Pier 91 in Toronto.  Ships from many locations dock.  The Seafarers have a chance to call home, rest for a while, have meals and clean up.

· We cater to the Remembrance Day Dinner at the Legion, luncheons for funerals, anniversary celebrations.

· We support the Women’s Day Shelter in Alliston, also Out of the Cold in Alliston.

· Our Easter project for years has been a donation to the Blind Mission to help restore the vision of those in need.  Money raised is given to the Church.

· At Christmas we visit our sick and shut-in friends with a small gift.

· Last year during Lent we all read a book (or two) that everyone brought in and shared with other members.

· At this time, we are collecting money for Australia.  St. David's A.C.W. may be small group but we help to make a difference.

St. David's is the last of 17 A.C.W. groups in Tecumseh Deanery and we will keep our group going as long as possible.

Respectfully submitted, Sharon Skelton
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ST. JOHN, COOKSTOWN

St. Johns is a very small Church and they do not have a formal A.C.W. although they do have a prayer group and a book club.  They had a successful strawberry dinner in June.  They also have a monthly senior’s lunch with a hot meal.  They take part in a large community outreach program, Christmas for Kids.

Respectfully submitted, Karen Bowman for Lorice Carter

York Central Deanery
Christ Church Stouffville

Christ Church has an active A.C.W. group.  Goals accomplished in 2019:

Held several meetings throughout the year

Held social events like our two muffin breakfasts with speakers for learning and fellowship

Held a very successful bake sale

Once again made a quilt and sold raffle tickets – draw took place at our A.C.W. Christmas Party.  The quilt took first place in the print category at Markham Fair

Gave blankets to new born babies in the parish and neighbourhood

Took part in World Day of Prayer

Supported outreach charities in the region of Whitchurch-Stouffville

Catered to three funerals

Challenged the parish during Lent and Christmas to collect items for the food bank with fantastic results

Celebrated A.C.W. Sunday with two of our women recognized as WOMAN OF THE YEAR.  A hot luncheon followed the service.

Supported families in our Church and community with gift cards and food at Christmas

We hope to encourage more women to join A.C.W. in 2020

Respectfully submitted, Susan Walmsley

Christ Church Woodbridge 

2019 was a year of limited involvement for our A.C.W.  We had fewer meetings and fewer projects.  Several of our members attended the World Day of Prayer Service at Holy Trinity, Thornhill March 1st.  In April two members attended the Diocesan A.C.W. A.G.M. at St. Timothy Anglican, Agincourt.  In May we had a successful fundraiser at Hawthorne House in Kleinburg, followed by a luncheon in Woodbridge.  Also in May, a collection of arts and crafts supplies was delivered to Moorelands Wilderness Camp summer program.  We also gave them a cash donation.  In June we gathered for our Finger Food Frolic with guest speaker.  November 17th was A.C.W. Sunday with guest speaker.  Our yearly commitment was sent to the Diocesan A.C.W. Fair Share Initiative.

Respectfully submitted, Jane Kean, A.C.W. President,

Grace Church, Markham
Our two Rummage Sales and the Christmas Bazaar were very successful this year and some of the money that we made went to support a number of charities that we like to support, including CHATS, Sandgate, Sleeping Children Around the World and the Markham Food Bank.  We also give two thirds of our earnings to Grace Church.  
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This year hosted the World Day of Prayer Service written by the women of Slovenia.  Unfortunately the numbers attending this event was been dwindling over the past few years, there were only 35 at our service from a total of 5 churches in Markham.

We catered the receptions for 13 funerals this year which included those of a number of our ACW members whose names are being entered in the Diocesan ACW Memorial Book.

Several of our Bazaar Convenors, who have taken on these positions for many years are retiring this year.  Elizabeth McEwan is stepping down as President and Vice President Elizabeth Langdale will be taking over.  We are also losing our Treasurer who has served our ACW for many years.

We held our June meeting as the Mandarin and at our December Potluck Lunch we had a very interesting presentation from the General Manager of the Markham Food Bank. 

Respectfully submitted, Carol Baird, ACW Secretary
Holy Trinity Thornhill 

We had a very successful warm clothing sale and a successful spring Rummage sale.  
 
Our festival of Christmas also included a hot luncheon and a raffle. 
We sold the Church calendars as we do every year plus a Fashion Show put on by Peppertree in Markham where some of our ladies modelled the clothes and it was really great fun. 
Our Quilters made another quilt which was the major item in our raffle.   With our funds raised through donations and events etc. we were able to help our charities (mostly women and children’s). 
Respectfully submitted, Jean Glionna, President 
St. Mary's Richmond Hill

1. Saturday April 27, 2019.  Vera Briggs, Caroline Matchett, Joan Temple Porter, and             Marlene Gardiner attended the Toronto Diocesan ACW Annual General Meeting where the theme was “Working with Change”. Ten names were inscribed in the ACW Memorial Book. Three names from St. Mary’s included Lorraine Kisch, Ruth Wilton, and Elizabeth Loweth. 
2. Wednesday, May 29, 2019 our ever-popular Spring Potluck Dinner was held in Wrixon Hall.     It was well attended with a cornucopia of food and desserts.  We all enjoyed the Fun, Food, Fellowship & Drums!  During dinner we played an ice breaker game to get to know each other even better.  Following dinner and dessert, our guest, Andrea Pringle, a music teacher and yoga instructor, led us in a Night from Africa.   Andrea brought hand drums for each of us as well as some percussion instruments. We formed a Drumming Circle which provided us with a great form of exercise, connecting body, soul, and mind, stress relieving, and a sense of community.   A fun time was had by all!  It was a fantastic evening!
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3. Saturday, November 16, 2019 St. Mary’s Annual Christmas Bazaar & Luncheon.  Another successful event that provides fellowship, collaboration and community outreach.  Many hands make light work and we have many hands to make this a very profitable Christmas Bazaar.  This event cannot happen without, the wonderful women of St. Mary’s and a few good men!  Thank you to our table convenors and your teams; luncheon convenors Lyne Webb, Colin Webb and Diane Robertson, Cathrine Goodman, Christmas Décor & Gifts, Linda Wightman, Crafts,        Joan Temple Porter, Jewellery, Helen Butt, Bake Table, Vera Briggs, Knitting, Maggie Veltheer, White Elephant, Bruce Rogers, Books, and Linda Wightman bazaar treasurer.  We had the addition of the Poinsettia Sales and thanks to Jane Robertson. The ever-popular Bake Table had the highest sales of almost $1,000.  Thank you to everyone who came to help set up and break down afterwards. Thanks to Kathy and Ingrid Hitchins for taking photos of our Bazaar.  Special thanks to Charlie Mills for sharing his musical talents with us and providing an ambiance for the Christmas Season.  We raised over $5,905.61. which is amazing!  
4. Sunday, December 8, 2019 – ACW Annual General Meeting & Breakfast was held in Wrixon Hall. Major feedback was that everyone really enjoyed having the luncheon in the Chapel.  In true business fashion all money raised was disbursed to groups within our parish and outside of our parish.  We voted to disburse funds requested to the follow groups in our parish; Name Tag committee, St. Mary’s Office, Green Team, Church Gardens, Archives committee, Property Committee, Youth Minister (towards a computer), Card Tables, Church Renewal Project (towards painting of Wrixon Hall) and in our community; Home on the Hill and Yellow Brick House.        I am so proud and honoured to be a part of this amazing group called St. Mary’s ACW.

Respectfully submitted, Marlene Gardiner, ACW Executive Chair.

TRENT - DURHAM AREA REPORT 
Trent-Durham area is the largest Episcopal area in the diocese, covering from Pickering to Brighton along the 401 corridor, and from Lake Ontario to Haliburton.  Along the lake front it is largely urbanized.  With the expansion of the GO system and the 407 highway across the area, growth is predicted to be exponential.  The northern, more rural areas are also expanding although at a less accelerated rate. Women’s ministry is strong in all the congregations included in this varied area.  

We are fortunate to have very dedicated leaders in the Victoria-Haliburton and Peterborough Deaneries holding regularly scheduled Deanery Days.  The Deanery Representative for the Oshawa Deanery which covers the large western end of the area works tirelessly among the churches, many of whom do not have a formed “ACW” unit, to encourage the ministry of the women serving in these parishes.  At the eastern end of the area is Durham Northumberland Deanery.  Again, there are some very active ACW groups and some churches in which women’s ministry is not formalized.

The churches in this Area are involved in community outreach as well as supporting their own efforts within their church family.  Many are involved in ecumenical events and activities. 

Trent Durham Area welcomes the Diocesan Annual General Meeting to our area in St. Thomas Brooklin a very active and growing community.  

On the whole, outreach work is strong in this area, in spite of the necessity for much of the fundraising efforts to be directed towards sustaining the local congregations.  All are deeply committed to their continued presence within their communities where their contributions are significant and valued.

Respectfully submitted, Marion Saunders, Area Vice-President
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Oshawa Deanery

All SAINTS ---WHITBY

All Saints is a busy parish in downtown Whitby.   A successful Lenten series was held during Lent which was well attended.  A plant, book and bake sale was held in the spring.  The annual Christmas bazaar was held in November.  This event is always successful.    Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services were held.

CHRIST CHURCH--OSHAWA

This is an active parish in North Oshawa.    This parish has opened a thrift store called "ANOTHERS TREASURE" which is located in the basement of the church accessed off the Hillcroft St parking lot.  They sell gently used baby, children and youth clothing, shoes, accessories, toys and books the prices are very reasonable.   Cash only. Hours-- Wednesday-Friday 10-3pm Saturday 10:00-5pm.  A Christmas dinner is held for anyone who is alone or having trouble financially.  It is on Christmas Day starting at noon starting with Christmas Carols.   Transportation is supplied for those who need it. A Nativity was held on Nov. 30 with close to 75 people in attendance.  The members of this church volunteer with various churches that are involved with the "FILLING THE GAP" project.  There is a drop-in play on Mondays from 9:00-11:00am.  December 6th and 7th Beech St. Theatre presented 'THE FIRST MIRACLE'.

CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION---PORT PERRY

A Lenten series was held during the season of Lent, "MEETING JESUS' in the Gospel of John.  This was a very successful series and well attended.  The "THYME GROUP" meets monthly bringing in speakers from the community who provide information on what is happening in the Port Perry area.  The "CORE GROUP" responds as a hospitality ministry for the community offering coffee and snacks or food as needed for funeral receptions etc. A very successful BRITISH TEA is held each summer at the Port Perry waterfront which is very well attended. The Christmas Bazaar is always a success.

ST. GEORGE’S--OSHAWA

This is a busy parish in central Oshawa.  A successful Pancake supper was held on Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday services were held.  A Lenten Evensong was held in March, and there have been a few Evensong services as they are successful, well attended, and enjoyed by the parishioners and friends.  The Blessing of the Animals took place in October.  “Open Door Ministry" is held at noon from April until October serving lunches at noon.  A Bible Study was held at the church.

ST MARTIN'S---COURTICE

This is a small but busy parish in Courtice.  Our church has monthly Martinette meetings providing speakers of interest and activities throughout the year ending for the summer months with a games night and "Make your own Sundaes" an evening enjoyed by all.  We held a pancake lunch for Shrove Tuesday which was well attended.  Our annual summer picnic was held in June-- enjoyed by all and was very successful.  Our parish was visited by members of the Bowmanville Hospital Foundation accepting our donation towards the building of the new hospital.  We enjoyed a visit from Bishop Asbil and his wife, Mary, in the fall. This event was followed by a delicious luncheon and time of fellowship.  Enid Corbett, our ACW president, joined us for a Morning Prayer service in October and Bishop Ryscilla Shaw joined us for a Sunday service in November.   Our annual Christmas dinner was enjoyed by parishioners, family and friends.   
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ST MATTHEW’S--OSHAWA

St Matthews is a busy parish in east Oshawa.   Friday evening suppers are held every second Friday throughout the year.  The cost is a donation to the church and some of the food is donated and also by the church. EFM (EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY) is held at the church on a weekly basis. This is a 3-year program enhancing one’s knowledge of the Bible and is a wonderful learning opportunity.  A group of ladies make up and send out cards of inspiration to those folks who need a 'Perk Up" is called "HEART to HEART".   The group "A CIRCLE of FRIENDS' meets monthly at the church.

ST THOMAS--BROOKLYN

Congratulations to this parish on celebrating "150 YEARS" in 2019!!  There were many celebrations throughout the year at this church.  Each month throughout the year an event was planned.  A cake auction, a car rally, a Victorian Tea and a Gala dinner to end the year of celebrations.   The annual bazaar was held in May and was a huge success. On Wednesday evenings, after a light supper a Lenten Bible study was held. The Advent Christmas season was very busy with services.

Respectfully submitted, Carolyn Atkinson
Oshawa Deanery Representative

Peterborough Deanery 

ALL SAINTs, Peterborough

Hold regular meetings. Their big fundraiser each year is their annual Easter Egg making --- very popular. They raise thousands of dollars each year and, very generously donate to worthy causes. (in recent years to Hospice and Homeward Bound) This event involves all willing members of their congregation but is spear headed by the ACW.

CHRIST Church, Campbellford

The ACW meets once a month from September to June. Meetings begin with prayer and devotions, then a business session and sometimes a speaker; other times, members plan events. In February they traditionally host a silent auction and tea. Proceeds from this event are divided equally between the Canadian cancer Society and the Heart and Stroke Foundation. A pot luck gathering happens in June.  A Christmas lunch is served by the "Men in Aprons" in December. After this, the ACW assembles the admin team for the new year, disburses their year's funds and plan critical dates for the coming year.  The ACW's ongoing ministry includes the sponsoring of a child (an 11 year old boy in Ghana). One member is responsible for ongoing correspondence between this child and their ACW (this is coordinated through the Christian Children's Foundation of Canada). Two rummage sales are held--one in the spring and one in the fall. The ACW hosts a spring tea and a fall luncheon.  One member sends out cards with caring messages (get well, condolences etc.). At Christmas time they join, with other caring groups in town, to prepare hampers to distribute to needy families. Willing helpers from ACW prepare cookie/fruit trays for those in nursing homes and to elderly parishioners unable to get out in winter months. (under the joint umbrella of Outreach). They cater special events, as well as funeral receptions, family celebrations, and other requested lunches/dinners. A pair, or team, of ladies organize a particular event and ensure that these events go ahead as they are responsible for it. This has proved to be very successful. Always, there are willing helpers.  This ACW hosted two special events in 2019: the World Day of Prayer service and reception in early March and the Fall Peterborough Deanery Day in September. They arranged for a speaker--the Director of the New Life Women's Home where young women leave behind anger, pain and hopelessness to begin to live free from the past. ACW Members voted to donate to this ministry.  Two ACW members from Christ Church serve on the Deanery ACW Executive.  
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THE PARISH OF BELMONT
St. JOHN the EVANGELIST, Havelock: are teamed with CHRIST CHURCH, Norwood and St. MARK's, Westwood to form the PARISH of BELMONT.

St. John's is the only one that has an ACW. They are a small group of women who continue to work at events to fundraise for the following:  Sleeping Children around the World (in January), the Canadian Cancer Society (in March), the Chamber of Commerce (in May) and the Nourish Havelock (in November) .From April until August they have a "New to You" sale in their church basement. After the local Jamboree in August, they donate "good left overs" to Community Care.  Two St. John's ACW members are on the Deanery Executive.

ST. GEORGE’S, Hastings

No longer holds ACW meetings. They still host events and receptions as needed. They invite people from other churches e.g. a pancake brunch.  The Anglican church of ROSENEATH unfortunately burned. Their congregation worships in a room at the Civic Centre. They plan to rebuild their church.  The ladies from 
St. George's and Roseneath have been invited to join the Christ Church, Campbellford ACW.A member of each of these two churches attended the Fall Deanery Day and we hope they will again.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, LAKEFIELD

This ACW has 2 ACW meetings per month. Their formal meeting with prayer, devotions, business meeting, work and, sometimes speaker, closes with prayer. and is held the first week of the month September to June. They also meet the third week each month for fellowship and working on projects (crafts, sewing etc.) Since they no longer have a Christmas Bazaar or other big fundraisers, they do have afternoon teas in spring and fall and have a florist present to demonstrate floral arrangements. They continue to have funeral and other receptions as required. They always have an ACW Sunday celebration in November and invited our Deanery ACW President (also Peterborough Rep. to our Diocesan ACW Board) to speak at both Sunday services.  In the fall, they set up ACW tables in the church hall and displayed items that could be ordered and made for sale for personal use or as gifts; for example, casserole covers, mesh bags for vegetables, knitted goods, etc. This proved to be a very successful and popular undertaking.  Once again, they are hosting monthly Lenten Lunches with speakers. This has become an expected event by people in Lakefield.  They had a Food Handlers Course by the Public Health. Three members attended the viewing of the video "Stolen Lands" about our Indigenous people. This was held at a Peterborough Church and had speakers as well. Members from several ACWs were present.  This ACW can always be relied on to have members in attendance at our Deanery Days.  Part of their donations this year went to the Christ Church Museum in Lakefield. They also sponsored a table at a Youth event- paid for 6. They supplied punch.  Like most of our ACWs they are struggling with lower membership numbers and aging. They remember older members and shut-ins as part of their ongoing fellowship and support.

St. John the EVANGELIST, Peterborough

The ACW (St. Margaret's Guild) meets the second Tuesday of the month from September to June. They no longer do big fundraising events like bazaars or rummage sales; instead, they do bake sales several times a year, fashion shows, card parties and a strawberry social.  Our fundraising objective is to raise enough to donate to our outreach to our church, the community and beyond. This ACW, too, starts meetings with prayer and devotions and ends with prayer. There is a business component and often a guest speaker.  Fund raising provides money for donations to our own church and outreach to the community and beyond, In 2019 money was disbursed to the following: PWRDF, Diocese of the Arctic, 

2019 Annual Report – Page 17
Canadian Bible Society, Toronto Diocesan ACW, Mission to Seafarers, Sisters of St, John the Divine, SCAW, Peterborough Youth Emergency Shelter, and the One Roof Community Centre (feeding poor and homeless), Cameron House, St. John's Youth Ministry,  the Rector's Discretionary Fund, and Pastoral Care. (Christmas gifts to our shut ins).  St. John's has a Hospitality Committee that manages the receptions and dinners. This is made up of men and women; many of these women are ACW members.  In 2019 St. John's ACW hosted the spring Deanery Day. The speaker that day was a monarchist who shared stories of the British monarchy and brought memorabilia of interest. After arranging this, the ACW realized this was also the national Indigenous Persons Day and should be acknowledged. Although we did give our speaker a gift and appreciated her talk, we did focus a lot on the needs of our native people. Our Rev. Mary Bell-Plouffe had been a social worker with indigenous in the north prior to going into the ministry and she had many experiences to share with us. More recently a former parishioner now living away from Peterborough, a young indigenous widow with 6 young children to raise was unable to work because of serious health issues and was in great need. Our ACW members at this Deanery Day voted to donate our church collection to two worthy recipients; this woman in need and a Habitat for Humanity--a home being built at Curve Lake for a native family.  Two members of the St. John's ACW are members of the Peterborough Deanery ACW Executive (one of whom is also the Peterborough Rep to The Toronto Diocesan ACW Board). One member serves as our Deanery Chaplain.  Our ACW members in 2019 joined the Parish in donating items each week during Lent requested as needs for the Warming Room people - the homeless without shelter at night.

St. LUKE's, Peterborough
No ACW but does have an active women's group who hold dinners and receptions throughout the year. They have a thrift shop.

ST. MATTHEW / ST. AIDAN, BUCKHORN

A very active ACW, they, too, have regular meetings and host events to meet the needs of their parish and also their community. They plan for and host pancake dinners, diner's club dinners, an annual community spaghetti dinner, strawberry dinner and other dinners to raise money for special events (one example, the school lunch program). They have a Christmas tea and receptions for all kinds, as needed.  They fund raise for outreach. Disbursements are made in December: some examples, own church, PWRDF, Toronto Diocesan ACW, Trent River's Outreach Centre, Lakefield Food Bank, Trent River's Hamper Fund, Trent River Community Centre, SCAW (10 kits), Emily House, and Homeward Bound.  They participate in World Day of Prayer and regularly attend Deanery Days. One member serves on the Deanery Executive.  This ACW will host our Fall Deanery Day in 2020.

ST. Thomas, Millbrook

Their ACW holds regular meetings. They do dinners, catering for Lion's club, Farmer's dinners; like the Holstein farmers. and other groups as requested. A monthly community spaghetti dinner regularly feeds 100 to 140 people and is very popular (cost $2 or more if you want). Funeral and other receptions are held as requested.  Their biggest fundraiser is held in November. 100 apple pies are made and sold at $10 each. (always sold out before the event).  Donations go to their church, community, Springville and Centennial Nursing homes, food bank in Millbrook, PWRDF, The ACW would also like to raise money to paint their church hall.  They are hoping to get more members from booming housing development in their area.  They, too regularly attend Deanery Days and plan to have some attend this year's Diocesan AGM.

 Unfortunately, I have no information from either St. John's, Ida or St. George's, Apsley and no one from these churches attend Deanery Days.

Respectfully submitted, Gerri Currier
Peterborough Deanery Representative
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YORK - SCARBOROUGH AREA REPORT 
York Mills Deanery

The Deanery of York Mills consists of nine Congregations:  The Church of Our Saviour Anglican Church; Church of The Ascension Anglican Church; The Church of The Incarnation Anglican Church; St. Christopher’s Anglican Church; St. Cyprian's Anglican Church; St. George on Yonge Anglican Church; St. John’s Anglican Church, Willowdale; St. Matthew the Apostle Oriole Anglican Church; and St. Theodore of Canterbury Anglican Church.
There were multiple community WE LOVE WILLOWDALE commemorative events held on April 23, 2019, the one year anniversary of the Yonge Street Tragedy.  Parishioners from many of our Deanery churches participated in the events.  People of all ages visited Yonge Street, Mel Lastman Square, and Olive Square Park to make chalk drawings and leave messages, listen to musicians, and so on.  St. George on Yonge was open for prayers, fellowship, and they hosted a dinner.  The guests were entertained by a violinist who also led a sing along.  Several dinners were held that evening, where much of the food was generously donated by local restaurants.
All nine of our congregations have an Altar Guild or Chancel Guild.  These dedicated women, and including some men, lovingly assist the clergy in organizing and preparing the Altar for Sunday and mid week Services plus other occasions, for example baptisms, confirmations, funeral services, etcetera.  With devotion and care they quietly and often unnoticed:  dust and tidy the Sanctuary;  prepare the altar linens;  polish brass and silver communion vessels;  arrange flowers;  decorate their churches for special occasions;  order wine, bread, and candles;  prepare our Eucharistic feasts;  make palm crosses;  sell Church calendars; and so on.  They all would welcome new members to join in this fulfilling and most important Ministry of the Church.
There are also two Ministries located within the York Mills Deanery:
· The Reverend Beverley Williams is the executive director of the Flemingdon Park Ministry ably assisted by Christian, Esey, Banazir, and Martha.  This community based agency has been walking alongside and working with the people of Flemingdon Park for over forty years.  Open from Monday to Friday they host:  all day coffee with a daily drop in for lunch; free bread on Friday; women’s craft programs; Bible and Koran Study; monthly “food and friendship” community dinners with culturally specific food; March income tax clinics; etcetera!  In 2019, they expanded their “farm” at The Church of Our Saviour where they grow produce to use in their kitchen, and to sell at their Garden Market.
· The Sisterhood of St. John The Divine is an Anglican monastic community founded in Toronto in 1884.  During the past 135 years, the sisters have lived a life of prayer and service to the church throughout Canada, pioneering in health care, education, care of the elderly, retreats, and spiritual formation.  St. John’s Rehab Hospital, which is next door to the east of the Convent, is partnered with Sunnybrook Hospital.  In their sacred space at the Convent, they provide food for our souls, and they welcome visitors to participate in:  worship, prayer and song; a variety of programs and workshops; quiet days; personal or group retreats; and so forth.  They would also welcome anyone who could spare a few hours of volunteer time.  For more details, or to learn about their publication entitled “The Eagle”, their website address is www.ssjd.ca, their telephone number is 416-226-2201, and they are located at 233 Cummer Avenue in Willowdale.
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I am still quite delighted to report that in the York Mills Deanery, The Church of Our Saviour Anglican Church and Church of the Ascension Anglican Church both have active Anglican Church Women’s groups.  Our Saviour has three units:  St. Bridgit, St. Hilda, and St. Theresa; they held their A.G.M. on Sunday, November 17, 2019; and their Annual Report was prepared by President Susan Blumenauer.  Ascension has two units: St. Elizabeth Ann’s Group chaired by Una Cambridge, who I am sad to report died late in 2019, and St. Mary’s Group chaired by Sheila Deakin who wrote their Annual Report.  
They held their A.G.M. in January, 2019.
· They all meet at least once per year at their local World Day of Prayer Service, and some of their members attended the A.C.W.  A.G.M. held on April 27 at St. Timothy Agincourt Anglican Church.  They are all proud of their numerous efforts and accomplishments which support their two churches, their local communities, and donations to their chosen charities.  Monthly meetings, which are held in member’s homes, were enjoyed by all the participants.  New members are always welcome to enjoy the camaraderie of any of these five groups.
· Highlights from The Church of Our Saviour: due to the extended timeline of the furnace repairs and no heat, the 2018 Christmas bazaar was postponed until May 11, 2019 – based on that success, Spring, 2020 is the proposed time line for their next bazaar; their May 25 Annual Potluck Dinner was followed by a guest speaker from the Toronto Wildlife Centre; the Church of Our Saviour Annual Christmas Dinner, held at the Donalda Clubon December 9, was attended by about fifty people;  they collected baby items for the Moorelands Layette Program; they co-ordinated light refreshments at many of their church functions;  and they assisted financially with church operating expenses and including the furnace replacement.
· Highlights from Church of the Ascension: Fundraisers – the spring “No Bake Sale”, plus participation with the June community Summer Fair [sponsored by the local Better Living agency] at which they have a Bake Table and serve food at the “Lunch Cafe”;following their September Corporate Eucharist and Luncheon, they had a guest speaker from Women Helping Women whose group meets regularly in their church; they have reduced their environmental footprint by bringing their own mugs for after church refreshments [they take the mugs home dirty!];they encouraged donations of seasonal clothing for users of their Food Bank;  they are generously supporting the church’s “Raise The Roof” campaign;  and as Sheila reports: “Almost every activity involves dedicated women working in their homes and in all areas of the church building – the sanctuary, the office, the hall, and the kitchen”.
Although seven out of our nine churches do not have an active Anglican Church Women’s group, many women from these churches continue to support the Diocesan A.C.W.: financially; by attending the Annual General Meeting; and through PAL they subscribe annually to the Diocesan A.C.W. Newsletter (Prayer, Action, and Learning).
With joy and thanksgiving, I congratulate ALL of the Anglican Women who worship in the nine parishes within the Deanery of York Mills as I recognize that all too many women work quietly behind the scenes “where they hide their little lights under their bushels”!  I quote from one Vestry Report:  “It is estimated that about 11,500 hours per year of volunteer time are needed to support the five key areas of Worship, Pastoral Care, Learning, Building Community, and Outreach. That is the equivalent of five full-time staff!”Here follows some of the activities and accomplishments of the Anglican Women within our Deanery:
WORSHIP – on Sundays and throughout the week plus special occasions of celebration, e.g. baptisms, confirmations, funerals, etc.:  sometimes the Incumbent or Deacon; lay readers and servers; lay and healing anointers; music directors and choir members; greeters, side’s persons, and ushers; nursery attendants, youth teachers and leaders; counters; and hospitality hostesses.
WITHIN OUR CHURCH BUILDINGS: as paid and unpaid office help; receptionists, office administrators, property assistants and managers; custodians; etcetera. In addition, most of our church buildings rent space for lively programs throughout the week with the participation of day care centres, religious and ethnic groups, and community and musical ventures. 

2019 Annual Report – Page 20
CHURCH ADMINISTRATION: in official positions of elected officers and appointed positions of Vestry and including: envelope secretary; stewardship; complying with Responsible Ministry; meetings at the local, deanery, and diocesan levels; and preparing Reams of Reports.
ORGANIZING AND/OR PARTICIPATING IN CHURCH PROGRAMS:  Bible Study;  Prayer Chains, Groups, and Ministries;  Saturday Messy Church;  Sunday afternoon Jazz Vespers;  Pastoral Care which includes telephoning and/or visiting with the elderly and those shut-in, plus forwarding greeting cards;  Support Groups, for example the “Horizon Support Group” for friends and family members who care for people living with Mental Health Issues, and/or a “Bereavement and Transition Support Group”;  generous financial support to the Faith Works Ministry;  preparing church newsletters; Parish Nursing Ministries; and World Day of Prayer Services.  Also included are programs in which people from the community are welcome to attend:“Young at Heart” and other senior drop in groups and centres;  mid week adult social, crafts, and a wide variety of dance and exercise programs, plus slotted times for card games and book clubs; under capable guidance and leadership, there are some exciting and amazing children and youth programs happening within our Deanery and including sports tournaments of basketball and a ping pong marathon; Hospitality Committees who provide refreshments and/or meals on a regular basis and/or for special occasions, for example pot luck dinners, pancake suppers, community luncheons, summer barbeques, etcetera;  and assisting with children’s Lenten and summer programs, Christmas pageants, musical functions, and so on.

OUTREACH PROJECTS WITHIN OUR CHURCHES AND COMMUNITIES:  assisting at and/or providing worship services and/or entertainment at Senior’s Residences;  community carol singing;  Earth Day projects;  community gardens and annual Fun Day celebrations;  Harvest Festival distributions;  a Good Food Market;  Ditty Bags which are personal care items donated to vulnerable women;  distribution of gift cards;  food and/or clothing banks and including Food Share plus the North York Harvest Food Bank;  community drop-in lunch programs, events, and activities;  assisting with public school snack programs;  Mission to Seafarers;  Pub Knights;  mentoring our youth with reading programs and after school homework clubs;  adult E.S.L. programs; Moorelands baby bundles;  Salvation Army back pack and school supplies drive;  assisting at Out of the Cold programs plus providing hand knit winter clothing for the needy;  donating milk bags which are turned into sleeping mats for people in third world countries;  refugee sponsorship programs and including the Don Valley Refugee Resettlers;  and Christmas food and gift hampers and including Samaritan’s Purse shoeboxes.
And then Anglican Women still have the inspiration and energy to raise funds for their churches, outreach, and community projects.  They organize and successfully execute:  choral concerts;  Monks’ Cell dinner;  spring, fall and Christmas Bazaars; bake, craft, Market, and garage sales;  strawberry socials; bus tours; bottle returns;  silent auctions;  gift card program sponsored by Loblaws;  walkathons;  talent shows; and so forth.
I quote from The Church of The Incarnation Vestry Report:  “We maintained our focus on Pikangikum with a shift to giving our support to the Eenchokay Birchstick School rather than on the water and sewage project.  The feedback from the school has been very encouraging.”  I then spoke with one of their members who explained that they have supported the clean water project at the Pikangikum First Nations Community in northern Ontario, far north of Thunder Bay for the past five years through the PWRDF (Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund).  I was given to understand that there are no proper roads for supplies to be delivered into their Community, so shipments arrive:  in the better weather via lake and river barges; driven in on winter ice roads; or via airplane.  And we think our lives are difficult!  And so we pray for all of Canada’s Indigenous Communities and their lives fraught with a multitude of challenges.
Quoting from another Vestry Report:  “Blessings and thanks to all the angels seen and unseen.  Your generous donations, loving voices, hands and feet, continue to serve and act out our Christian faith bringing the Good News to our community”.
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Congratulations to the congregants foist. Theodore’s Church who memorably celebrated their Sixtieth Anniversary milestone throughout 2019 and into 2020; and St. George on Yonge who will soon be celebrating their One Hundredth Anniversary.
In conclusion, The Reverend Victor Li, our St. Cyprian’s Incumbent, concluded his Vestry Report with this Franciscan Benediction:
· May God bless you with discomfort, at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships, so that you may live deep within your heart!
· May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, so that you may work for justice, freedom and peace!
· May God bless you with tears, to shed for those who suffer grief, pain, rejection, hunger and war, so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them and to turn their pain to joy!
· And may God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you can make a difference in the world, so that you can do what others claim cannot be done:
To bring justice and kindness to all our children and the poor.
Respectfully submitted, Mary Macnamara
Deanery of York Mills Representative
A member of St. Cyprian's Anglican Church, a partner in the Tri-Congregational Church which celebrates its Fiftieth Anniversary in 2020 – the longest standing Tri-Partnership in Canada!
**********************************************************
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NATIONAL ACW PRAYER

Almighty God, we pray for your blessing and grace on our work and witness as Anglican Church Women in Canada.  We give you thanks and praise for giving us wisdom, knowledge and understanding so that we may serve you in spirit and truth.  Called to be your church, may our study, learning, worship and service be always to your glory and the building of your kingdom in our communities and throughout the world.  In our ministry may we always respond to the needs of others with your love.  We pray in the name of the One who redeemed and loves us, your Son, Jesus our Saviour.    

Amen.


MEMORIAL BOOK

Inscribed in the Book of Memory, 2019

Doris Parris

Grace Church, Markham

October 14, 2017

Muriel Lyster

St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside

January 8, 2018

Mary Violet Joanne Steel

Christ Church, Stouffville

July 29, 2018

Barbara Yule

Church of Christ the King, Etobicoke

August 10, 2018

Annabelle Lawetz

St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside

October 25, 2018

June Graham

St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside

November 12, 2018

Jeanne Mack

St. Cuthbert’s Leaside

December 13, 2018

Constance DeJong

St. George’s, Newcastle

February 28, 2019

Jean Margaret Lee

Grace Church, Markham

March 6, 2019

Diana Elizabeth Aymong

St. Leonard’s, Toronto

March 10, 2019

Sheila Charlene Montgomery

Christ Church, Stouffville

March 17, 2019

Hilda May Jacklin

Grace Church, Markham

March 18, 2019

Muriel Mary Elizabeth Illingworth

Christ Church, Stouffville

March 21, 2019

Marian Ethel Lyle Kenny

Grace Church, Markham

March 25, 2019

Hilda Anne Blain

Holy Trinity, Thornhill

April 27, 2019

Patricia Elaine Murdock

Christ Church, Deer Park

May 27, 2019

Ruth Stirling Gall

Holy Trinity, Thornhill

June 18, 2019

Daphne Elizabeth Thomas

Grace Church, Markham

July 4, 2019

Grace Pearl Medland

Grace Church, Markham

July 29, 2019

Josephine Nicholl

St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside

July 30, 2019

Hilda Clark

St. Margaret’s, Wilberforce

August 7, 2019

Joan Watson

Holy Trinity, Thornhill

November 29, 2019

Shirley June Giggey

Holy Trinity, Thornhill

December 3, 2019
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