AGM 2020-04-25

TORONTO DIOCESAN ANGLICAN CHURCH WOMEN

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
HELD BY ZOOM – 9:45 a.m.
SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2020
REGISTRATION

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and emergency measures restricting gatherings, the business portion of the Annual General Meeting was held electronically.  Approximately 44 people signed in by computer and/or telephone.

WELCOME

Diocesan ACW President, Enid Corbett, welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained details of how the meeting would be conducted.  

INDIGENOUS DECLARATION 
The Indigenous Declaration was read by Enid Corbett.  
ACW PRAYER

The ACW Prayer was said together.

GREETINGS   
The Rt. Rev. Peter Fenty brought greetings on behalf of the College of Bishops.  He expressed delight in being able to join us in spite of the current circumstances and gave us the assurance that God is with us during this time.  He offered prayers for the President and Officers for the ensuing year and all members of ACW.  He commented that the Diocese is enriched by our ministry and that he is profoundly grateful for all that we do.  He expressed sincere gratitude to our Immediate Past President, Anita Gittens, for her exemplary leadership stating that she had been a blessing to this organization.  His prayer for today was that we would be blessed and enriched by the power of the Spirit.

On behalf of all ACW members, Enid Corbett expressed good wishes to Bishop Fenty for his retirement which was recently announced.  Bishop Fenty has always been very supportive of ACW.  He will be missed but we are pleased that he is entering into a more relaxing way of life.  Bishop Fenty was thanked for his 45 years of service.  He and his wife were wished many blessings.  A gift and a donation to a charity of his choice will be presented at a later date.
An e-mail received from Maxine Hobden, on behalf of the Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada (WICC) was read.  As Treasurer of WICC, Anita Gittens brought additional greetings as well as a message of hope and encouragement.  The World Day of Prayer was the last service held at many churches before emergency measures were put in place.  We all face the uncertainty of what will happen tomorrow.  However, we are encouraged to continue what we are called to do and never lose sight of the call to serve.  Anita congratulated Diocesan ACW for being able to hold their AGM by Zoom today and expressed best wishes for the future.

Enid Corbett acknowledged the Past Presidents of the Toronto Diocesan ACW who were signed-in to the meeting:  June Dyer (2001-2004), Marion Saunders (2004-2008), and Anita Gittens (2008-2019).

Greetings continue on page 5.
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BUSINESS MEETING – Opening Prayer and Opening Remarks
The business meeting was opened with prayer.

Enid Corbett made the following opening statement:  “The Theme chosen last fall for this 2019 Annual General Meeting is “Hope”.  The theme was to tie in with our Special Project theme The Housing Crisis – Affordable Housing and Homelessness.   In light of recent COVID-19 developments, we must now focus our hope not only on the housing crisis, but on the future of our family, our neighbourhood, and our country.”  Enid continued by reflecting on efforts made by Parish ACW units and encouraged us to pay special attention to all the “action” that is reported in the annual report.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD APRIL 27, 2019
Motion:  It is moved by Karen Bowman, and seconded by Carolyn Atkinson, that the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held April 27, 2019, be accepted as circulated in the on-line Annual Report.  CARRIED.
BUSINESS ARISING

Special Projects will be addressed later.

There was no business arising from the minutes.

PRESENTATION OF THE FINANCIAL REPORTS

On behalf of the Diocesan ACW Treasurer for 2019, Jean Glionna, Enid Corbett, reviewed the highlights of the Review Engagement Report for 2019 as circulated in the on-line Annual Report.  Questions regarding the financial statements may be submitted by telephone (416-363-0018) or by e-mail (acw@toronto.anglican.ca).
MOTION:  Moved by Ruth Pengelly, and seconded by Sandy McPhail, that the Review Engagement Financial Statements for 2019 be accepted as presented.  CARRIED.

AMENDMENT:  The motion was moved by Sandra Baker and seconded by Mary Macnamara.  This amendment was made necessary due to technical difficulties.

Appointment of auditor for 2020

MOTION:  Moved by Ruth Pengelly, and seconded by Sandy McPhail, that Booth & Partners CPA Professional Corp be appointed to provide the Review Engagement for the year 2020.  CARRIED.

AMENDMENT:  The motion was moved by Sandra Baker and seconded by Mary Macnamara.  This amendment was made necessary due to technical difficulties.

A question was raised concerning wording contained in the Auditor’s letter.  The following statement was explained:  “evidence we have obtained in our audit is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our qualified audit opinion”.
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APPOINTMENT OF SIGNING OFFICERS

MOTION:  Moved by Ruth Pengelly, and seconded by Karen Bowman, that Enid Corbett, 
Roberta Creber, Anita Gittens, Dorothy MacLeod, Sandy McPhail be appointed as signing officers.  CARRIED.
AMENDMENT:  The motion was moved by Sandra Baker.  This amendment was made necessary due to technical difficulties.

PRESENTATION OF 2020 BUDGET

A copy of the 2020 Budget was displayed on the Zoom screen.  Enid Corbett stated the following:  
“The budget was created last December well before we knew about COVID-19.  We realize that many of the figures in the budget especially Fair Share and Needleworkers’ income need to be lowered.  We have been able to lower some of our expenses.  I have added a column called virus to show amended projections.  I forecast an $11,000.00 operating deficit.”

ACCEPTANCE OF ANNUAL REPORTS
MOTION:  Moved by Marion Saunders, and seconded by Carol Cryer, that the Board, Committee and Area reports be accepted as circulated in the on-line Annual Report.  CARRIED. 
NOMINATIONS REPORT

As chairperson of the Nominations Committee, Immediate Past President Anita Gittens, presented the Nominations for the 2020 Diocesan Anglican Church Women’s Board as follows:


President
Enid Corbett


Past President
Anita Gittens

Executive Vice President
Roberta Creber


Secretary-Treasurer
Sandy McPhail


Chancel
Ruth Briffett (on leave of absence); Peggy Perkins (interim)


Area Vice Presidents



York- Credit Valley
Valma Hay



York-Simcoe
Karen Bowman



York-Scarborough
vacant


Trent-Durham
Marion Saunders


Deanery Representatives



York-Credit Valley





Toronto West Parkdale
Lisa Legair



Etobicoke Humber 
Ruth Pengelly



York-Simcoe




Nottawasaga
Carol Cryer




Tecumseth
Lorice Carter




York Central 




Correspondent
June Dyer
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York-Scarborough




York Mills
Mary Macnamara



Trent-Durham




Oshawa
Carolyn Atkinson




Peterborough
Gerri Currier




Victoria-Haliburton
vacant


Chaplain

Rev. Canon Joan Cavanaugh


Diocesan Social Justice and 

Advocacy Committee
vacant


Finance Committee
Enid Corbett, Roberta Creber, Dorothy MacLeod, 




Sandy McPhail, Ruth Pengelly


Signing Officers
Enid Corbett, Roberta Creber, Anita Gittens, 




Dorothy MacLeod, Sandy McPhail

There was a call for further nominations.  Being none, the following motion was made.

MOTION:  Moved by Anita Gittens, and seconded by June Dyer, that the Nominations Report be accepted as presented.  CARRIED.

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

Enid Corbett announced that “The Installation of the Board and Officers will take place at the next Board meeting held in the Diocesan Centre.”
REPORT FROM SPECIAL PROJECTS

Marion Saunders was invited to present the Special Projects report.  Projects for 2019 were reviewed.  The theme for 2020-2021 will be Housing Crisis – Affordable Housing.  Housing is a basic human right.  Projects chosen were announced as follows:

York-Credit Valley
TBC


York Simcoe
2020
Home Horizon, Collingwood



2021
360 Kids


Trent-Durham

Homeward Bound, Peterborough


York-Scarborough

Dr. Roz Healing Place

Marion gave an overview of each of these organizations.  They will also be highlighted through the year in the Diocesan ACW newsletters.

Representatives from York-Credit Valley reported that the progress for selecting a Special Project for their Area had been impacted by COVID-19 as most organizations were closed due to emergency measures.


Minutes – Page 5
APPRECIATION OF BOARD
Enid Corbett expressed thanks to the Board for their support during her first year in office as President.  In particular she wished to thank the following people for their various contributions to Diocesan ACW:

Eileen Martin, Valma Hay, Jean Glionna, June Dyer, Rev. Canon Joan Cavanaugh, and Judy Beal.
Enid wished to thank Anita Gittens “who introduced the Board to Zoom and acted as co-host manager today”.  She also wished to thank Rebecca Jones of Holy Trinity, Thornhill “who has mentored me in Zoom these past few weeks.  Without her help, today would have been difficult.”

APPRECIATION OF BISHOP

Anita Gittens wished to thank the Rt. Rev. Peter Fenty for being a beacon of hope and for taking the time to join our AGM by Zoom today.  She wished him the very best for his retirement, hoping that it would be a time of wonderful relaxation.  She also expressed her appreciation for his kind words, in his greetings, regarding her term as President of Diocesan ACW.

GREETINGS  (Continued – See page 1)

Hilarion Mitchell, President of the Catholic Women’s League (CWL), apologized for joining the meeting in progress due to technical difficulties.  She brought greetings on behalf of the CWL.  She noted that we have parallel missions – health, education, poverty, growing in faith through ministry and service.  The CWL annual conference was also rescheduled due to the pandemic.  On behalf of the CWL, she extended best wishes for today’s gathering and as we navigate our way through the 2020 pandemic.
THANKS TO DIOCESAN ACW PRESIDENT

On behalf everyone, Marion Saunders wished to express special thanks to Enid Corbett for her strong leadership, especially at this time.

CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING
Bishop Fenty was invited to say a closing prayer.

THANK YOU TO PARTICIPANTS

Anita Gittens wished to thank each and every one for joining today’s Zoom meeting.   In particular she acknowledged Olga Clark who was a Past Board Member.  Olga responded that she was thankful to know that she could join the meeting in spite of the lockdown at her residence.  She did, however, have an issue with Bishop Fenty.  He had neglected to ask her permission to retire! 

Enid Corbett also wished to thank everyone for attending.  She mentioned the Board’s hope that it might be possible to hold the social portion of the AGM in the Fall, or next Spring, depending on the virus.

ADJOURNMENT OF BUSINESS MEETING

The Business Meeting adjourned at approximately 11:20 a.m.
Minutes taken by Judy Beal.
