TORONTO DIOCESAN ANGLICAN CHURCH WOMEN REPORT TO SYNOD 2021
The purpose of the Toronto Diocesan Anglican Church Women is to be a focus for Christian community among all Anglican Women, affirming their gifts and encouraging their ministries through fellowship, worship and service.

In 1966, by resolution of General Synod and with the agreement of all involved, Anglican Church Women was formed by the amalgamation of the four existing women’s ministries:the Mother’s Union, the Chancel Guild, the Church Year and the Women’s Auxiliary. On November 22, 1967 the Toronto Diocesan Anglican Church Women was legally incorporated in the Province of Ontario, undertaking to carry forward the aims and programs of all four founding ministries.

Today, the Toronto Diocesan Anglican Church Women is an umbrella organization which assists, informs and encourages the Parish Women’s Groups.Through the combined efforts of these Parish Groups, we are able to ‘love our neighbor’ by giving financial assistance to various projects. Through the Diocesan ACW newsletter: ideas are shared, Prayer Links for the quarter listed, messages from the Chaplain written to ponder, Parish A.C.W. activities highlighted, Social Concerns and Action projects discussed. The Board of Directors meet monthly (this past year by Zoom) to share ideas, discuss financial decisions and report on what is happening with the Parish women around the Diocese. Most of the work in the Parishes involves learning about the needs of our ‘neighbours’, service to our ‘neighbours’ or raising funds to help our ‘neighbours’.
Some Anglican Church Women choose to meet in formal Groups known as “the A.C.W.”. These groups allow for more intentional involvement. They provide fellowship and support for their members as well as structure for encouraging their members’ ministry and spiritual growth. They are as varied as their members. The number of meetings/events per year, the number of groups, the time the groups meet, the type of activities they wish to be involved in, are all decided by the gifts, needs and interests of the women in their church.
At the Diocesan level “Loving Thy Neighbour” is basic to our work as listed here:

- Council of the North – supporting the work of the Council of the North through a major donation
- Theological Student Bursaries – providing to assistance to women theological students

- Lay Ministry/Vocational Deacons Bursaries – providing assistance to women pursuing training in Lay Ministry or for the Vocational Diaconate

- Missionary Appeals – providing assistance to women who are participating in a mission event usually outside of Canada (three in 2021)
- Threshold Ministries – (formerly Church Army) helping their work and continuing support on behalf of the founding Chancel Guild commitment

- Chancel training and information – sharing knowledge pertaining to Chancels and Sanctuaries of our churches and chapels

-Memorial Book – providing a permanent remembrance for any A.C.W member who has died.

- Ecclesiastical Needleworkers – providing working space and support for the group of women who meet every Monday to create and sell altar clothes and small linens as well as custom, hand embroidered vestments and hangings. They also repair and remount old hangings and vestments.

- Social Concern and Action Special Projects – facilitating increased awareness of social issues in our communities, our areas, the nation and the world. Each year, each Area chooses an organization to receive our Special Project financial support in keeping with the Social Justice theme, voted on by the members at the AGM. Many groups invite speakers to address them about various social issues in their communities.The theme for 2020-2021was the Housing Crisis: Affordable Housing & Homelessness.  Theorganizations receiving support in 2020/21 are: Home Horizon Collingwood, 360 Kids, Homeward Bound Peterborough, Dr Roz Healing Place and Youth Without Shelter

Newsletter – publishing a newsletter three times a year. The newsletter is sent to every parish in the Diocese earmarked for the women’s groups. Many women choose to have their own personal subscription.

Ecumenical work – being involved with various ecumenical activities in our Diocese such as World Day of Prayer Services, Catholic Women’s League AGM, WICC.
Interfaith work – working with members of other faith communities, primarily around children and women’s issues.
Diocesan A.C.W. is funded mainly by donations from Parish Anglican Church Women Groups, most of which money is designated for Council of the North, Special Projects, Bursaries etc. These donations are supplemented by the sale of public relations items such as A.C.W. pins, chancel pins, newsletter subscriptions, memorial book inscriptions, P.A.L subscriptions and individual donations. The work of the Ecclesiastical Needleworkers and investment income cover the office expenses.
The 2020 Annual General Meeting, which was quickly changed to Zoom format, was planned by Trent Durham Area. The theme was “Hope”. Due to the new format and steep learning curve, there was no worship or guest speaker at this AGM.After Bishop Peter Fenty brought greetings on behalf of the College of Bishops, we were able to say our early farewells and to say thank you to him for his many years of dedicated service.
The 2021 Annual General Meeting was once again by Zoom with the theme “Challenge to Move Forward”. Bishop Riscylla Shaw bought greetings from the College of Bishops. We were pleased to have the Most Rev. Linda Nicholls bring greetings from the National Church and discuss with us of some of the issues facing the Anglican Church of Canada today. 
The National Conference for the Diocesan Presidents of Anglican Church Women was cancelled in 2020 but we look forward to a Zoom Conference in October 2021. We receive newsletters from several Diocese which keep us informed of the ministry of women across Canada.
We extend our sincere thank you to all who support us through donations, encouragement and prayers.
Respectfully submitted,

Enid Corbett, MA, ODT

President, Toronto Diocesan Anglican Church Women
