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The Rev. Canon Beth Benson blesses a dog at St. James Cathedral’s Blessing of Animals service on Oct. 1. For more photos, see Page 13. PHOTO BY MICHAEL HUDSON

FaithWorks Sunday set for Nov. 20

Campaign supports most vulnerable members of society

BY MARTHA HOLMEN

ON Nov. 20, the diocese will mark
its third annual FaithWorks Sun-
day, a day to focus attention on
this year’s FaithWorks campaign
and the important work of its 16
ministry partners.

Since 2020, FaithWorks Sunday
has fallen on the Reign of Christ,
the last Sunday of the church year.
Peter Mentis, the FaithWorks cam-
paign manager, says the timing
is no coincidence. “That Sunday
brings forth images of the Kingdom
of God, where God’s love and mercy
rule. Another image is from the
book of Revelation, where mourn-
ing and crying and pain will be no

more,” he says.

Reign of Christ Sunday also calls
to his mind the mission statement
of FaithWorks, taken from Mat-
thew 25: For I was hungry and you
gave me food, I was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you welcomed
me, I was naked and you gave me
clothing, I was sick and you took
care of me, I was in prison and
you visited me. “It’s not only the
vision for FaithWorks; it’s also an
instruction of how we are to be
part of the Kingdom of God, how
we enter the Kingdom of God both
here and now as well as in eternity,”
says Mr. Mentis.

While FaithWorks is a year-

round priority for many parishes,
he says there’s real value in setting
a particular day to recognize its
importance. “We celebrate the pres-
ence of the living Christ in our midst
every day, yet we still set aside
certain days like Christmas, Easter
and Sundays to be reminded of that
presence,” he says. “FaithWorks
Sunday is exactly the same; it’s
the moment to focus. Because the
work of FaithWorks goes on every
day. The needs that FaithWorks
addresses go on every day.”

The timing is also convenient
because many people leave their
charitable donations until the end
of the calendar year, making De-
cember a critical month for the

annual FaithWorks campaign.
“We really won’t know until the
end of the year how things have
gone. Things seem to be on track,
but that’s why now through the
fall is the time to draw attention
to FaithWorks as a reminder as
people are wrapping up the year,”
says Mr. Mentis.

The invitation to celebrate
FaithWorks Sunday on Nov. 20 is
by no means mandatory, as the
FaithWorks team knows that some
parishes choose to focus on Faith-
Works at different times of the year.
“Whether it’s the diocesan date
or another day, it’s a good thing
to bring particular focus to that
aspect of our Christian life, both

our calling and our abilities to reach
out and help,” he says. “It’s a good
reminder for those parishes that
may not have a specific date that
this is the opportunity to create
something.” He says FaithWorks
Sunday can also give parishes a
chance to invite support from new
members who may not yet be aware
of FaithWorks and its ministries.

While FaithWorks has fared
well during the pandemic, with
individuals and parishes main-
taining and even increasing their
gifts over the past two years, lin-
gering uncertainty continues to
affect the outlook for 2023. “This
is a difficult year to tell exactly

Continued on Page 15
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Priest brings

prayers

together
in new book

Timeless words from
BCP help with daily life

BY MARTHA HOLMEN

Anew book envisioned by a priest in
the Diocese of Toronto is helping to
make some of the oldest and most
beautiful prayers from the Anglican
tradition more easily available.
These Our Prayers, published this
past summer, compiles and organ-
izes prayers primarily from the 1962
Canadian Book of Common Prayer
(BCP) into categories that can be
used by individuals and communi-
ties in their daily prayer lives.
“The Book of Common Prayer is
this rich resource of prayers that is
not necessarily turned to by a lot of
people anymore, especially if you're
in a church that uses the Book of
Alternative Services exclusively,”
says the Rev. Robert Mitchell, who
compiled the book. “It’s part of our
collective Anglican heritage, and
there’s all these wonderful prayers
within it that are still very useful.”
Mr. Mitchell is the incumbent of
St. Olave, Swansea, which uses the
Prayer Book exclusively, so he is
very familiar with the daily offices,
prayers of thanksgiving and Sunday
collects. But he says he’s discovered
prayers that he wasn’t familiar with
or had forgotten. “Even people that
use the Prayer Book on a regular
basis and have one on their bedside

table may not know about some of
those prayers that are buried deep
in the back,” he says. “I thought it
would be kind of neat to be able to
pull those prayers from some of
these dark recesses of the Prayer
Book where they’re sometimes
lost, categorize them and put them
together in a place where they could
be rediscovered and used, hopefully
on a more regular basis.”

He had the idea for These Our
Prayers in 2019 and started working
on the project in earnest in the sum-
mer of 2020. He says the pandemic
may have helped inspire him to fin-
ish the project. “It’s something that
was rattling around my brain for a
while, and I finally started working
atit,” he says. “During COVID there
was an increased appetite for prayer
and prayer resources, so it pushed
me through to the finish line. It felt
like it might be of use to people,
given the slightly new environment
in which we found ourselves.”

The work included hours spent
poring through the BCP in search
of standalone prayers, collects and
other resources that he felt would
be useful in someone’s prayer life.
He also chose several prayers from
the Canadian Book of Occasional
Offices, which was published in 1964
as a supplement to the Prayer Book,
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The cover of These Our Prayers and the Rev. Robert Mitchell. PHOTOS COURTESY OF ST. OLAVE, SWANSEA

and delved into the 1918 Canadian
Book of Common Prayer, the 1938
Common Praise hymn book and the
English Hymnal of 1933. In all, he
categorized and included nearly
500 prayers.

Realizing there would be some
cost to publishing the kind of book
he envisioned, Mr. Mitchell ap-
proached the Prayer Book Society
of Canada, which offered funding.
He was also well supported by
people in his parish. His rector’s
warden, who has worked in commu-
nications and publishing, lent her
expertise, while other parishioners
created the book’s cover art and
did the layout and design.

The result is a well-organized
collection of prayers divided into
categories for use in daily life, such
as prayers for church musicians,
prayers for an end to racism, prayers
for those in anxiety, prayers in a time
of pandemic, and grace at meals,
among many others. There is also
a section of seasonal prayers for
the liturgical calendar, prayers for
feast days observed throughout the
Church year, and tips for readers
who want to create or customize
their own prayers. “I would guess
that I've incorporated at least 95 per
cent of the standalone prayers in
the Prayer Book,” says Mr. Mitchell.
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The Book of Common Prayer
wasn’t always a central part of
his own prayer life. Growing up in
Saskatoon as the son of an Anglican
priest, his parish used the Book of
Alternative Services exclusively.
“I did have access to the Prayer
Book, but it wasn’t necessarily
something I was using on a regu-
lar basis,” he says. He grew more
familiar with the BCP in seminary
and then in parish appointments
after ordination. “Maybe a couple
generations before me, it was just
the book everybody had. For people
of a younger generation, we’ve
discovered it potentially in a dif-
ferent way than our parents and
grandparents.”

He says he thinks one of the
reasons these prayers continue
to resonate with people is the lan-
guage. “There are beautiful turns of
phrase, and the use of language is
just so elegant,” he says. “For some
people, when you have that moment
of beauty in language, there’s a
connection there. It elevates the
prayer to a certain degree.”

But more than that, he says he
believes the prayers of the Book
of Common Prayer, some of which
are hundreds of years old, can help

BRIEFLY

Synod coming up

The diocese’s 161st Regular
Session of Synod will convene
online Nov. 17-19. For more
information, visit www.toronto.
anglican.ca/upcomingsynod.
Coverage of Synod will be
available on the diocese’s

Christians feel part of a long legacy
of people praying over countless
generations. “You’re not just a
solitary individual trying to start
from ground zero; you’re part of
a tradition that’s vast and much
larger than you are. That can hold
you up, especially when you don’t
necessarily have the words that you
need in a particular circumstance,”
he says. “If you're able to pray this
prayer that’s been hallowed and
sanctified by generations of other
Christians, that’s liberating. You
don’t always have to know exactly
what to say.”

Mr. Mitchell says he hopes that
These Our Prayers will be help-
ful to a broad audience, lay and
ordained alike. “I think the obvi-
ous first group of people might be
Anglicans that are interested in this
style of prayer,” he says. “Really
anybody, certainly any Christian,
who’s interested in prayer. There’s
no limit to who could use it.”

These Our Prayers can be or-
dered from Lulu Publishing for
$22.99 plus taxes and shipping,
or for pickup at St. Olave’s in the
west end of Toronto for $25. For
more details, visit www.stolaves.
ca/these-our-prayers.

website, www.toronto.anglican.
ca, afterwards and in the
January issue of The Anglican.

Correction

Marion Thompson is a
member of St. Peter, Oshawa,
where she is a lay member of
Synod and serves as deputy
rector’s warden. Incorrect
information was published

in the September issue. The
Anglican regrets the error.

Mary G. Griffith BA,MB.A.,JD.

Barrister & Solicitor (Ontario)
Attorney & Counselor-at-Law (New York)

Maclaren Corlett LLP
3500 — 2 Bloor St. East,
Toronto, ON

( Wills, Trusts & Estates, Business, Real Estate )

M4W 1A8
Tel: (416) 361-3094
Fax: (416) 361-6261

www.maclarencorlett.com

E-mail: mgriffith@macorlaw.com

ADJUST & GROW
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Dear
reader,

his fall marks another

stage in the life of The

Anglican, the diocese’s

monthly newspaper. In
October, the paper joined Angli-
can News Canada, a ministry of
the Anglican Church of Canada.
Anglican News Canada brings
together the church’s national
newspaper and a growing list of
diocesan papers, which readers
can explore with a single mouse-
click or touch.

As a partner of Anglican News
Canada, The Anglican has been giv-
en its own website, www.theangli-
can.ca, where stories, photographs
and commentary are presented in
a bright, lively way. The website,
which is attractive and easy to use,
provides not only stories from the
monthly paper but also the latest
news from the diocese.

Of course, The Anglican will con-
tinue to be available in print and
on the diocese’s website in PDF
format. The diocese’s latest news
will continue to be posted on the
diocese’s website as well.

Please visit The Anglican at
www.theanglican.ca when you have
a minute, and thank you for your
continued support of the paper’s
important ministry.

Stuart Mann, Editor

ST. CUTHBERT'S LEASI

 ANGLICAN CHURCH - 139? BAY

The Rev. Ganon Janet Reid-Hockin and lan Beverley cut the ribbon to open the
Bayview Garden Project at St. Cuthbert, Leaside on Sept. 18. The new outdoor
space includes a contemplative prayer garden, signage and a welcoming entrance
to the church off Bayview Avenue. PHOTOS BY MICHAEL HUDSON
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Cabaret

an evening of online inspiration and music

This year's Cabaret,
was another great success.

Thank you to our sponsors for
their generous support without
which the Cabaret would not
be possible!!
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RUNNING FOR CLEAN WATER

Bishop Kevin Robertson (back row, second from right) joins some volunteers and participants in the 12th annual Schomberg Country Run on Sept. 24. The run raised
a record total of $28,000. Proceeds went to Water First, an organization that focusses on educating and training Indigenous youth to support water systems in their
communities. This year’s run drew 41 participants, both on-site and remotely. The run, organized by the Parish of Lloydtown’s run committee, included a breakfast and

coffee. With the group is the Rev. Greg Fiennes-Clinton, incumbent of the Parish of Lloydtown (back row, right). PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SCHOMBERG COUNTRY RUN
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Sing a New Creation, the Anglican Church
of Canada’s long-awaited official hymnal
supplement to Common Praise, is now available.
With new hymns and service music settings.

9781640652736 | HARDCOVER | $29.95

Visit www.anglican.ca/sing to order
and download a sampler.

| CHURCH
" PUBLISHING

INCORPORATED

The Diocese is on Facebook, Twitter,
YouTube, LinkedIn, and Instagram.
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To connect, visit toronto.angliéan.ca
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Time to make social assistance a real lifeline

BY ELIN GOULDEN
ith inflation at
the highest rates
seen in decades,
the cost of living

is on everyone’s mind these

days. There is probably no
one in Ontario who hasn’t felt some level
of “sticker shock” when paying for every-
thing from gas to groceries, rent and heat.

But what if your income was already in-

sufficient to meet your basic needs before

inflation hit?

Since 1995, when the Harris govern-
ment cut social assistance rates by 21.6
per cent for recipients considered em-
ployable (a program now called Ontario
Works or OW), to live on social assis-
tance in this province has been to live in
increasingly deep poverty. The modest
rate increases applied to both Ontario
Works and the Ontario Disability Support
Program from 2003 to 2018 barely kept
pace with inflation over that period, and
after a 1.5 per cent increase in fall 2018,
rates for both OW and ODSP were frozen
for the next four years. Thus, even before
the COVID-19 pandemic, single people
receiving ODSP were 40 per cent below
the poverty line, while those receiving
OW were more than 60 per cent below the
poverty line. Both rates fall well within
what is considered “deep poverty,” or

an income 75 per cent of (or 25 per cent
below) the official poverty line.

As inflation has climbed, the poverty
gap has only widened. In September 2022,
the Ford government followed through
with its campaign promise to raise
ODSP rates by 5 per cent. While this is
a welcome step after a four-year rate
freeze, it is still far from adequate. The
increase will give single ODSP recipients
just over $58 more per month, nowhere
near enough to lift them out of deep
poverty. Meanwhile, those on Ontario
Works receive no increase at all. There
is nowhere in Ontario where the $733 per
month received by a single person on OW
is adequate to meet their needs for food,
shelter and clothing.

It’s hardly surprising that homeless-
ness is increasing everywhere from Peel
to Peterborough and Collingwood to
Coburg, while food banks and other food
security programs are reporting a huge
spike in the numbers of people accessing
their services for the first time. While
people receiving Ontario Works are
considered employable, the abysmally
low rates of assistance drive them deeper
into destitution, making it more and more
difficult for them to lift themselves out of
poverty.

Some ODSP recipients are actively
seeking medical assistance in dying
(MAID), not because they are dying of

their disabilities, nor because they don’t
wish to live, but because their income

is too meagre to allow them to live with
their disabilities in dignity. For such
people, the recently expanded access to
MAID may at least allow them to die with
dignity. As the Rev. Canon Douglas Gray-
don has noted, this is less of an individual
choice than an indictment against a soci-
ety that has “determined that they’re not
worthy of sufficient resources to ensure a
quality of life.”

A growing number of advocates across
the province have begun calling for a
substantial increase to both OW and
ODSP to meet the cost of basic needs.
This past summer, the Income Security
Advocacy Centre (a branch of Legal Aid
Ontario) released an open letter calling
on the provincial government to double
social assistance rates and index them to
inflation. This letter has been endorsed
by more than 230 community organi-
zations and social service providers,
including food banks and legal clinics
across the province; faith communities
such as the Salvation Army and Men-
nonite Central Committee — Ontario;
coalitions such as the Interfaith Social
Assistance Reform Coalition JSARC),
of which this diocese is a member; and
several of our FaithWorks ministry
partners, including the Orillia Christian
Centre — Lighthouse and the Dam. ISARC

“I was hungry and you gave me food ...

is planning to invite its faith communi-
ties to participate in a solidarity fast and
advocacy action leading up to its fall
forum in November. (Visit www.isarc.ca
to learn more.)

Anglicans in our diocese will also be
asked to support a social justice vestry
motion in 2023 calling for a substantial
increase to social assistance rates. The
motion and supporting materials are in
preparation and should be available on
the diocesan website by early December.

Ensuring that the most vulnerable
members of our communities are able to
meet their most basic needs is surely one
of our most fundamental obligations as
a society. Disabled people should not be
driven to seek “death with dignity” be-
cause we fail to provide them with enough
to live life with dignity. Those who are
down on their luck should be supported
to rise out of poverty rather than pushed
deeper into destitution.

To fail to respond to the needs of the
poor in our midst is to be like the rich
man in Luke 16 who enjoyed the good
things of life while ignoring Lazarus at
his gate. We are called instead to recog-
nize in our neighbour the face of Christ,
and to work together to ensure all have
enough.

Elin Goulden is the diocese’s Social
Justice and Advocacy consultant.

” Matt. 25:35

Join in the Celebration

- B of FaithWorks Sunday on

November 20 by offering your

support for those we serve!

“Abundance

and grace call us
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and trusting”

The Most Rev. Justin Welby,

Archbishop of Canterbury
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ROYAL VISIT

The Queen and Prince Philip attend a
service at St. James Cathedral during
their visit to Toronto in 2010. After
the service, the Queen rededicated
the cathedral’s St. George’s Chapel,
presented two peals of eight handbells
to representatives of the Six Nations
and Tyendinaga Chapels Royal and
signed the cathedral’s Royal Bible and
the Six Nations’ Queen Anne’s Bible.
The Queen and Prince Philip also did a
short walkabout after the service, much
to the delight of spectators who waited
outside. PHOTOS BY MICHAEL HUDSON

BY THE REV. DANIEL GRAVES

do my duty to God and

the Queen, to keep the

law of the wolf cub pack
and to do a good turn every
day.” This was the oath we
seven-year-old boys solemnly swore each
week at cub pack meetings. Perhaps this,
along with the devotion instilled in me by
my English Nan, is what led me to be a
deep admirer of our late sovereign.

Much been said in recent days of
Elizabeth II’s own oath, given on her 21st
birthday, to serve her people all her days
whether her life be long or short. Her
sense of duty will long shine as a beacon
of faithfulness both as our Queen and
as a Christian. Duty is not something
we speak that fondly of these days. In a
world obsessed with liberty, and indeed a
certain libertinism, with self-actualization
and sovereignty of the individual held
up as the supreme virtues, we may have
forgotten the virtue of duty. But is duty a
virtue? Not in and of itself, but it is reflec-
tive of and an expression of virtue. And
what was the virtue that our late Queen
upheld in her commitment to duty? It was
that of obedience.

Like duty, obedience is not often looked

I promise to do my best, to

The Queen duy

THE QUEEN

November 2022

upon that favourably in today’s world. Did
we not remove “obey” from the marriage
liturgy, after all? Yet, it is to be found

in the baptismal liturgy as a virtuous
response to the call of God in all our lives.
Our modern baptismal liturgy invites us
to turn to Christ, trust in his grace and
love, and to obey him as Lord. In my expe-
rience preparing individuals for baptism,
they don’t seem to have much trouble
with the “turning” and “trusting” parts,
but people’s backs seem to get up when
we speak about obedience.

We can speculate much about the late
Queen’s faith, but in truth, we will never
know what she talked to God about in her
quiet moments. Beyond her brief state-
ments of faith in her Christmas messages,
we have only her life before us as a wit-
ness to her faith, and it was a life of duty
and obedience. Some recent biographers
have revealed that had she never been
Queen, she would have relished the life of
a country lady, raising horses and dogs.
To be sure, she was able to indulge these
passions during her life, but first and
foremost was her service to the people
God called her to serve. She never asked
to be Queen - God called her to it in the
providence of her birth. She answered
the call unswervingly, obediently and
dutifully. How many of us can say we have

i been as faithful to God’s call as Her Late
i Majesty was?

This brings us back to the oaths and
vows that we make to each other, to those
whom we serve and to the one we serve,
our Lord and Master. Each of us has been
providentially placed in our own setting
with a call of God on our lives. Many of

i us will have more choice than the late

Queen as to how we will live our lives,
where we will live, with whom shall we
live and what we will do with our choices.
Yet there is much we cannot change about
where we find ourselves. Do we fight
against what we cannot change? Or shall
we lay hold of the hope of the gospel open

i to all, no matter where we find ourselves?

Shall we ask, where we are, whatever our
circumstances, “what does the Lord ask of
me?” and “how shall I serve?”

Looking to the example of Elizabeth II,

i perhaps we might re-examine the concept

of duty and the virtue of obedience. This
is not to dismiss the promise of liberty
and personal sovereignty, for the gospel
offers both of these in abundance. Yet,

let us always remember that in following
Christ, in dutifully serving him, in obey-
ing him, we discover a service of perfect
freedom. The last photo taken of the late
Queen, meeting the last prime minister of
her reign, days before her death, shows a
frail person, but one still radiating. Surely
the oath of faithfulness to serve in the
way God had called her was as much on
her mind that day as it was that day on
her 21st birthday.

The Rev. Daniel Graves is the associate
priest at Trinity Church, Aurora.
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Speakers recall
monarch’s faith,
love of Canada

BY STUART MANN
national memorial service in com-
memoration of Queen Elizabeth I1
was held at St. James Cathedral
in Toronto on Sept. 20. The ser-

vice was preceded by a 96-gun salute at

Queen’s Park - one shot for each year of

the late monarch’s life.

The Queen, who was the Supreme
Governor of the Church of England and
Defender of the Faith, died on Sept. 8 after
70 years on the throne. She was succeeded
by King Charles III. Her state funeral was
held at Westminster Abbey in London,
England on Sept. 19. A commemorative
service was held at Christ Church Cathe-
dral in Ottawa later the same day.

The Queen and the late Prince Philip
visited and attended worship services at
St. James Cathedral in 1997 and 2010. A
book of condolences and a small exhibit
of photos of the royal visits were set up in
the cathedral after her death.

The service at the cathedral on Sept. 20
began with music and the burial sen-
tences, sung by the cathedral’s choir. The
congregation sang the national anthem,

O Canada, and Bishop Andrew Asbil,

Bishop of Toronto, speaking in English

and French, welcomed those attending in

person or via the live stream.

“The service that we participate in now
allows us to touch our grief and sorrow,”
he said. “It gives us an opportunity to
express our gratitude, and to lean into the
future together in hope and prayer for our
king, for the royal family, for the peoples
of this land of Canada, for the Common-
wealth and for the world.”

Dr. Olive Watahine Elm of the Oneida
Nation of the Thames gave the opening
prayer in Oneida, and then the Hon. Eliza-
beth Dowdeswell, the lieutenant governor
of Ontario, gave a reflection. She spoke
about the Queen’s commitment to duty
and her love of Canada.

“During wars and depressions, global
instability and uncertainty, and inces-
sant change, she was a pillar of strength,
adaptation and endurance, the embodi-
ment of dignity and commitment to duty,”
she said. “For more than 70 years, this
was a woman who put duty beyond desire,
service above self, and in doing so the
Queen’s legacy may be measured by the
extraordinary impact on the quality of our
national character and the complexion of
civic life in Canada.

“She loved this country, and perhaps
never more so than when, in 1990, shortly
after the failure of the Meech Lake Ac-
cord, she so graciously told Canadians,
I’'m not a a fairweather friend. I am with
you in good times and bad. Canada has
seen great days and we’re going to see
many more in the future.

“Even until the very moment of her
death, her steadfast example of duty was
evident. One of her last acts was to send
a message of comfort to the people of
James Smith Cree Nation, Saskatchewan.
And in Ontario, I granted royal assent
in her name on the afternoon of Sept. 8,
just minutes before Buckingham Palace
announced that she had passed. So our
collective respect, devotion and admira-
tion for her were very well earned. How
fortunate we have been.

THE QUEEN
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Clockwise from top: members of the Lieutenant-
Governor’s guard of honour stand at attention in
front of St. James Cathedral before the service; the
cathedral’s choir sings; piper lan Goodtimes plays
a lament; Bishop Andrew Ashil greets Toronto
Mayor John Tory (right) and Premier Doug Ford
after the service; Lieutenant-Governor Elizabeth
Dowdeswell gives the reflection; Archbishop Linda
Nicholls preaches. PHOTOS BY MICHAEL HUDSON

“For most of us, she has been the only
sovereign we’ve known, a calm and en-

during presence. In equal measure in time !

of challenge or celebration, she always
found the words to inspire us. In offering
hope and encouragement as we endured
yet another year of a global pandemic, she
reminded us that as dark as death can be,
particularly for those suffering with grief,
light and life are greater... She showed us
that we must never give up in our quest
for a world where fairness, security, op-
portunity and freedom mutually support
and reinforce each other. Such wisdom,
both in word and deed. Her humanity

and human decency were ever present.
And for that, we are grateful. Perhaps we
might honour her best by following her
example of a life of humility, constancy,
civility and caring. May we commit to
working together with open hearts and
open minds as we celebrate her life.”

Premier Doug Ford read the first les-
son, Wisdom 3:1-9, and Thanyehténhas
(Nathan Brinklow) of the Turtle Clan
from the Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory,
read the second lesson, Revelation 21:1-7,
in Mohawk.

In her homily, Archbishop Linda
Nicholls, Primate of the Anglican Church
of Canada, spoke about the Queen’s deep
and abiding faith. “Having been set apart
for the work of a monarch, serving the
people entrusted to her leadership, she
was both unstinting and unwavering in
commitments to its demands, even as
she drew strength and grace from her
Christian faith,” she said. “She reflected

the life of the righteous described in the
first reading from the Book of Wisdom:
tried, tested, faithful. The author wrote,
those who trust in God will understand
truth, and the faithful will abide with Him
in love because grace and mercy are upon
his elect, and He watches over his holy
ones.

“She was particularly open about her

{ faith in her annual Christmas messages.

In 2014, she said, for me the life of Jesus
Christ, the Prince of Peace, whose birth
we celebrate today, is an inspiration and
anchor in my life. A role model of recon-
ciliation and forgiveness, he stretched out
his hands in love, acceptance and healing.

i Christ’s example has taught me to seek, to
i respect and value all people of whatever

faiths or none.”

As she concluded her homily, Arch-
bishop Nicholls thanked the Queen for
her life of service and faith. “Some wished
she used her role for particular causes
or world concerns more. Others saw the
wealth of the Royal Family, others see no
reason for a monarchy. It is a fragile insti-
tution whose value is only proven by the
people who inhabit it. In Queen Elizabeth
we had a woman born into its demands,
who recognized the servant role it re-

quired and fulfilled it faithfully to the best
of her ability. In the face of her death, we
say thank you. Thank you for showing us
a life lived in service and in Christian wit-
ness with grace, courage and resilience.
Thank you for accepting the duty thrust
upon you and embracing it with joy and
care for all you served. May each of us
live the vocation that lays before us in our
time and place, inspired by her example,
choosing well that which grounds us in
hope and connects us deeply in commu-
nity and service to one another.”

Prayers were said by the Most Rev.
Greg Kerr-Wilson, Archbishop of Calgary
and Metropolitan of Rupert’s Land, the
Most Rev. Anne Germond, Archbishop
of Algoma and Metropolitan of Ontario,
the Rev. Dr. Robert Faris, Moderator of
The Presbyterian Church in Canada, the
Rt. Rev. Nigel Shaw, Bishop Ordinary to
the Canadian Forces, and the Most Rev.
Dr. Lynne McNaughton, Archbishop of
Kootenay and Metropolitan of British
Columbia and Yukon.

The service concluded with piper Ian
Goodtimes playing a lament and the
congregation singing the royal anthem,
God Save the King. Bishop Asbil gave the
blessing.
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Churches form

Parishes plan to

work together

BY STUART MANN
IT’S been a while since St. George,
Hastings was full for an Evensong
service, but that was the case on
Sept. 25 as about 80 people crowded
into its pews to celebrate the start
of a new regional ministry, one of
the first in the diocese.

“It was lovely,” says the Rev.
Canon Brad Smith, incumbent of
St. John the Evangelist, Peterbor-
ough, recalling the service. “It was
very energetic and joyful. It was
a reflection of what we’re trying
to do with regional ministry - to
collaborate with other parishes.”

The congregation was made up
of representatives from all of the
churches taking part in the regional
ministry - St. John the Evangelist,
Havelock, Christ Church, Norwood,
St. Michael, Westwood, St. George,
Hastings, St. James, Roseneath,
Christ Church, Campbellford and
St. John the Evangelist, Peterbor-
ough. The churches are located
on the eastern side of the diocese.

After the service, there was
a dinner where people from the
churches got to know each other.
“Most of the people sat with others
they hadn’t met before and there
was areal sense of folks sharing in
this together,” says Canon Smith.
“The willingness and excitement
that people have for doing this - it
gives me a lot of hope. It’s a very
exciting time.”

The churches started talking
about forming a regional ministry
in 2019 but the COVID-19 pandemic
put those discussions on hold. Dia-
logue resumed in the spring of 2021
and the vestries voted in favour
of it at the beginning of this year,
with an official start date of July 1.

Canon Smith describes regional
ministry as a partnership between
churches, where clergy and laity
work as teams to address the min-
istry needs of whole area, not just

their individual parishes. Instead
of each church trying to do every-
thing, churches can rely on others
for support or provide expertise as
they are able.

For churches that are struggling
with dwindling attendance, this
can be a lifeline, says Canon Smith,
who worked in regional ministry
in the Diocese of Ontario before
coming to the Diocese of Toronto.
“Some parishes have 12 people in
a church on a Sunday and they’re
trying to sustain a cleric and a
building, and that’s really hard to
do with that number of people. So
regionalizing and putting our oars
in together means that we may have
arenewed lease on life.”

Butit’s not just about survival, he
adds. “It’s about shifting the focus
from how to keep the congregation
alive to how can it interact with
its community. It takes the focus
away from Sunday-type ministry
and clergy and says, how do the
laity who are left engage with the
community?”

The churches in the regional min-
istry have identified three priorities
they’d like to work on together:
ministry to families and youth,
outreach, and pastoral visiting,
particularly to seniors. They’ve
already started work on pastoral
visiting. St. John the Evangelist,
Peterborough has a group of pas-
toral visitors who hope to recruit
and train volunteers in the other
churches. The clergy are also work-
ing together as a team. In addition
to Canon Smith, there is the Rev.
Bryce Sangster, incumbent of the
Parish of Campbellford, Hastings
and Roseneath, and the Rev. Max
Dionisio, who is serving as the
regional ministry’s curate.

Canon Smith says the regional
ministry plans to proceed one step
at a time and make things work
before moving on to the next thing.
“It’s very much a learn-as-we-go
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regional m

The Rev. Max Dionisio, curate of the regional ministry, sits with church members at a dinner following the service at St.
George, Hastings. PHOTO BY THE REV. CANON BRAD SMITH

process. We're still learning how
to work together. But so far, so
good. The commitment of the la-
ity is incredible. They want this to
work and they’re doing the work
to get it off the ground and make
it happen.”

Janet Marshall, director of the
diocese’s Congregational Develop-
ment department, says that while
regional ministry is relatively new
to the Diocese of Toronto, it is com-
mon in other parts of Canada and
around the world, in all contexts
—urban, suburban and rural.

“I think it’s the way of the future
—having ministry teams,” she says.
“We don’t all have to have the same
programs and strengths. We can
share that around and participate
in each other’s ministries more, and
thereby have a much more care-
ful stewardship of the resources
entrusted to us.”

She says there are some prag-
matic reasons for trying regional

Gonvent offers retreats, plans to

LIKE so many churches and other
businesses throughout the pan-
demic, the Sisterhood of St. John
the Divine has been creative in
staying connected with family,
friends, Associates, Oblates and
neighbours near and far.

Due to the pandemic, the St.
John’s Convent guest house was
frequently closed from March 2020
to March 2022 for in-house personal
and group retreats. But this didn’t
stop the Sisters’ ministry. In fact,
there was an increased demand
for spiritual direction and silent
personal retreats. The Food for
the Soul program, in collabora-
tion with retreat leaders, created
online workshops and retreats, to

A path outside St. John’s Convent.

great success.

In March 2021, John Bell of the
Tona Community led “The Spiritual-
ity of the Psalms” online retreat,
where he focused on the poetic
imagery of the psalms though read-
ing and reflection. Also in March,
Thomas Power from Wycliffe Col-

lege in Toronto led a deep explora-
tion on the Book of Kells entitled
“The Spirituality of the Book of
Kells.” In May, Cathy AJ Hardy
delved into Psalm 23 through the
artistic lens of music, poetry and
mandala meditations in her retreat
“Come to the Table.” Kathleen Nor-
ris, the New York Times bestselling
author, suggested in her “Walking
in Heaven: A COVID Year” retreat
in early October that the pandemic
gave us a unique opportunity to re-
assess our lives. Her second retreat,
“A New Look at Formation,” focused
on how spirituality is anchored in
one’s local community. The Sisters
offered silent virtually directed
in-home retreats throughout 2021

ministry as well. “I think it’s a route
to building financially sustainable
ministries in a time when that is a
real concern. We’re coming out of
the pandemic and know that there
have been losses, and in some cases
the decline in church attendance
has accelerated. We want to stay in
communities, and regionalization
is a way of getting imaginative and
creative, to really be wise about
the stewardship of our resources
so that we can afford and sustain
ministry in these areas.”

It can be a struggle for churches
to find priests, for example, and
regionalization provides a solution
to that. “With regional ministry,
we’re looking at a team of people
who can look after more churches
together, so it takes some of that
burden off every parish needing to
afford or find a full-time or part-
time priest,” she says. “Regional
ministry offers us an alternative
way of staffing that can be healthy,

creative and affordable.”

It’s also a way of involving the
laity in ministry, she adds. “If we
do ministry as a region, there
could be more volunteers for the
programs you want. Each church
doesn’t need to find their own vol-
unteers for a program, but rather it
can be shared and even expanded.
It can stretch our capacity to do
ministry.”

She admits that regional ministry
could be a major cultural change
for the diocese, which is why it is
being introduced carefully. “While
there are models of regional min-
istry that we can share, any group
of churches considering this needs
to do the work for their own context
and make it right for themselves, so
that they can figure out together,
through pray and work and discus-
sion how they can move from the
expectations of how churches are
supposed to work, to something
that can be new.”

renovate guest house

and early 2022.

In addition to hosting online
retreats, the community explored
the possibility of rebuilding or
renovating the guest house. After
consulting with architects and re-
viewing feedback from guests and
groups, the Sisters have decided
to renovate. They are currently
preparing to fundraise with the
hopes of beginning renovations
in August 2023. More information
about the renovation project and
fundraising will be posted on the
website in the near future.

The guest house began to wel-
come back individual retreatants
and various church and denomina-
tional groups this past March and

has increased the guest capacity
from 10 to 30 guests. Many post-
COVID retreatants are thirsting
for the interior space, solitude and
silence that are hallmarks of mak-
ing a healing and rejuvenating
retreat. The Sisters rejoice in being
able to offer hospitality to those
searching for something more in
their relationship with God.
Directed retreat listings and
registration details can be found
on the website at www.ssjd.ca/re-
treats-programs-retreat-calendar/
retreat-calendar. For personal re-
treats, contact guesthouse@ssjd.ca.

Submitted by the Sisterhood of St.
John the Divine.
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Parish tackles climate crisis

Speakers
share ideas,
urge action

BY MURRAY MacADAM

CHURCH of the Redeemer, Bloor St.
tackled the climate crisis head-on
through a two-part worship, edu-
cation and action series in early
October, involving both in-person
and online participants. The series
was organized by the parish’s Crea-
tion Matters committee and other
parish members. More than 200
people in total attended, either in
person or online.

“Our goal is to stimulate a sus-
tained conversation about the cli-
mate crisis and reflect on ways to
engage at a meaningful level. It
is too easy to feel helpless in the
face of the daily news,” says Grant
Jahnke, chair the committee. He
says the focus of the series was
engagement with the wider body
of the Church. “That’s why, fully
aware of the heroic challenge of
coming together to make significant
change, our theme for this year’s
Season of Creation is “‘What if the
Christian churches, particularly the
Diocese of Toronto, were to take the
climate crisis seriously and come
together to take collective action?
What would change?””

The first event on Oct. 2 offered
a varied service of scripture read-
ings, poetry, music, prayer and an
address by Elizabeth May, member
of Parliament for the Green Party,
an Anglican and veteran envi-
ronmental activist. “We planned
EarthSong, the opening service of
our Season of Creation, to appeal
to people’s souls and emotions, as
well as present key facts. We hope
that a wide range of engagement
will result,” says Mr. Jahnke.

In a darkened church, solemn
drumbeats and the sounds of birds
and chainsaws were interspersed
with stark comments about the fate
of the Earth to open the service. “In
atime of climate chaos, humans are
starting to feel the sting of ignoring
the rights of the Earth,” warned
parishioner Jean Bubba, calling
for balance with the “beautiful,
astonishing natural world.”

In an impassioned address, Ms.
May reviewed climate develop-
ments since 1986, when she began
working on the climate issue. She
recalled warnings from that time of
what would happen if fossil fuel re-

-

Bishop Andrew Asbil, Brian Walsh, the Rev. Alison Hari-Singh, Paige Souter and Adrienne Clarkson discuss the climate crisis at Church of the Redeemer, Bloor St. PHOT0S

BY MICHAEL HUDSON

duction targets were not met. “We
still had time to avoid everything
we are experiencing now,” she said.
Instead, since 1992 the world has
emitted more greenhouse gases
than it had since the start of the
industrial revolution.

She recalled a sermon by the
Archbishop of Canterbury at a
United Nations climate conference
in which he highlighted that in
Genesis 9, God commits to Noah
never again to destroy the Earth.
God made a covenant with all of
creation. “We’ve declared war
on Mother Earth,” said Ms. May.
“We're in a dangerous time.” She
noted the fire in Lytton, B.C., the
more than 700 deaths from Van-
couver’s heat dome in 2021, and
more recently, Hurricane Fiona’s
destruction in Atlantic Canada, as
well as floods in Pakistan disrupt-
ing the lives of millions of people.

She challenged the churches
to move from despair and grief
about the climate crisis to action.
“We still have time to save our-
selves. Where’s the belief we can
do more than what we see before
us?” She urged her listeners to
draw strength from the well-known
passage in Ephesians 3:20, affirm-
ing that God’s power working in us
can do far more than we can ask
or imagine.

A recent report by the Inter-

The Rev. Alison Hari-Singh speaks while Paige Souter listens.

governmental Panel on Climate
Change, a respected UN author-
ity, warned that fossil fuel emis-
sions must stop rising by 2025.
Yet Canada recently approved a
major new offshore oil develop-
ment and approved expansion of
the Trans Mountain Pipeline in
western Canada.

“This is a time to kick ass, to be
seriously radical,” said Ms. May.
“The churches can offer something
no one else can: faith. And not al-
low greed and political realities to
allow us to give up on hope for our
grandchildren. Miracles happen—
but not without us.” As Ms. May
wrapped up her talk, the audience
gave her a standing ovation.

As a follow-up to EarthSong,
Bishop Andrew Asbil chaired a
panel discussion on Oct. 4, also
held in-person at Redeemer, Bloor
St. and live-streamed, focusing on
the question: what if churches in the
Diocese of Toronto took the climate
crisis seriously? Panelists included
Adrienne Clarkson, former gov-
ernor general of Canada; Paige
Souter, a member of the Bishop’s
Committee for Creation Care; the
Rev. Alison Hari-Singh, a lecturer
at Trinity College; and Dr. Brian
Walsh, an environmental activist
and biblical author. Creative ideas
and bold prescriptions for action
based on faith marked the event.

Bishop Asbil noted the idea from
theologian Walter Brueggemann
that God and the world are intrinsi-
cally linked in a world of fidelity.
God will not act arbitrarily, but the
world must act within the order of
the Creator.

Ms. Clarkson, an active Anglican,
focused on specific practical ac-
tions Anglicans and their parishes
could take: stop driving to church;
garden, because contact with the
Earth is important; appoint an
environmental point person in
every parish; stop using plastic;
and develop prayers about the
environment and how God can
guide us. “If we did things like

this, non-Christian people would
take us seriously. Young people
would admire us,” she said. Steps
such as these would be criticized
by some people, she said, but “it
would be good for us to take risks
and be seen as non-establishment.”

Referring to the call in Ephesians
6:10-18 to put on the armour of God,
Ms. Souter urged the creation of
“climate warriors.” She suggested
the Church needs to respond to
the needs of climate refugees in
our own communities, noting that
marginalized people are hardest
hit by extreme weather. “The cry
of the Earth is the cry of the poor.
It should break our hearts that
people on the streets are dying
because of heat,” she said.

Ms. Hari-Singh zeroed in our
economic system, with its re-
lentless push for growth as the
chief cause of the climate crisis.
“The climate crisis emergency is
wrapped up with how capitalism
functions. The disease is capital-
ism, and Anglicans think of it as
normal. Capitalism as we know
it needs to come to an end, and I
know that is not going to happen
overnight,” she said, adding that
churches need to study economics
through the lens of faith.

Our society has the technology
to sustain the planet, she said, but
we need a “metanoia,” referring
to a biblical term for a change of
mind brought about by repentance.
“This is our moment of conversion,”
she said.

Mr. Walsh named the climate
crisis as the defining issue of our
age. “There can be no business as
normal, because the trouble with
normal is it only gets worse,” he
said. He called for a radical shift in
our thinking about heaven and said
we need a theology of transforma-
tional renewal. Climate concerns
should be a central focus in our
formation processes for church
missioners, he said.

Noting that acknowledgements
affirming Indigenous peoples as

the original inhabitants of our land
have become common in churches,
Mr. Walsh suggested the custom
should be extended to mention
the land itself, its birds, trees and
creatures that have been lost. “That
could shape us in our character,”
he said.

Nothing that the Church no long-
er has the authority it once had in
society, Ms. Clarkson encouraged
Bishop Asbil to seek regular meet-
ings with Premier Doug Ford to
present concrete solutions. Bishop
Aspbil replied that he has met the
premier six or seven times.

Participants both in person and
online put forth a range of sugges-
tions and questions for panellists
during a lively question period.
They called for climate literacy
programs in parishes, asked how
we can “break open the Christian
imagination,” proposed a hard
look at how we use our buildings
and perhaps giving some of them
back to Indigenous people, and
asked whether diocesan investment
funds are involved with fossil fuel
companies.

“How we use our propertiesis a
big issue we are wrestling with,”
said Bishop Asbil, reminding the
audience that St. James Park, next
to the cathedral, was given to the
city of Toronto for a token one dol-
lar so that all citizens could enjoy
green space.

The Church’s willingness to take
bold action in its response to the
climate emergency came up repeat-
edly during the discussion. “Isaiah
invites us to let go out of the past
and to see that there’s new life in
the wilderness,” said Ms. Souter.

“It will take the tenacity of An-
glicans on the ground to make the
changes that are necessary,” said
Bishop Asbil in closing remarks.
“The creativity needs to be fil-
tered up.”

Murray MacAdam is a member
of St. John the Evangelist, Peter-
borough.
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It was amazing to see my skill set grow

Rose St. Thomas is the co-coordinator of
the diocese’s Youth Ministry Apprentice-
ship Program.

The Youth Ministry Apprenticeship
Program (YMAP) allows people who
have a potential calling to youth minis-
try to complete a nine-month appren-
ticeship at a parish within the Diocese
of Toronto. During this program, appren-
tices are given support and encourage-
ment to work on discerning their calling
and to develop the skills needed to work
in youth ministry. YMAP participants can
complete this program either through a
job shadowing model, where they have a
youth ministry mentor to guide and teach
them, or in a parish partnership model,
where YMAP offers an interested parish
support with training and partially financ-
ing the hiring of a part-time youth worker
for nine months.

As a new addition to the YMAP team, I
am working with seasoned YMAP coor-
dinator Cormac Culkeen to help enrich
the youth ministry at the seven partici-
pating parishes we have lined up for
the 2022-23 year. We'll provide very real
supports to apprentices and their parish-
es, and also arrange for several weekend
retreats to help apprentices continue
their ongoing journey of spiritual growth
and discernment. We’ll give one-on-one
guidance and direction to apprentices as
they set their goals and intentions for the
program, and help them to meet those
learning goals through a process of skills-
building and self discovery.

I am very excited to organize in-person
weekend retreats for our YMAP ap-
prentices this year. We’ll be having
these retreats several times throughout
the 2022-23 program, and for the first time
since the pandemic began, they’ll be of-
fered in-person! As thankful as I was for
the possibility of Zoom retreats during
my own 2020 YMAP experience, there is
something deeply meaningful about gath-
ering together to ponder our callings, our

faith and our journey with God as a group, :

BY MURRAY MacADAM

e’re not speak-
ing the language
of the younger
generation.”

Archbishop Ted Scott’s
comment continues to
percolate through my mind more than
35 years after he said it to me. I still
remember the look of intense concern
on his face. We were rushing down a
hotel hallway towards a diocesan Synod
where Archbishop Scott, then Primate of
the national church, was slated to speak.
We’d had only a short time to chat about
the state of the Church and shared a mu-
tual unease about its future in the face of
declining numbers. Unfortunately, there
wasn’t time to further explore Archbishop
Scott’s remarks.

Since our brief chat, church trends have
underscored the challenges we face. Sta-
tistics Canada shows that only 68 per cent
of Canadians 15 or older say they have a
religious affiliation. While 10.4 per cent of
all Canadians were Anglican in 1986, only
3.8 per cent were Anglicans in 2019. Other
denominations are facing similar chal-

—

Rose St. Thomas

face to face. I am truly looking forward to
cultivating a series of creative, prayerful,
and educational spa