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PRAYER LINKS

January
Deaneries of Durham-Northumberland and
Eglinton
ACW sisters in Diocese of Huron, the

Territory of the People
Council of the North, LOFT

February
Deaneries of Etobicoke-Humber, Holland

ACW sisters in the Dioceses of Montreal,
Moosonee
Evangelical Lutheran sisters in Diocese of
New York

March

Deanery of Huronia

ACW sisters in the Dioceses of Niagara,
Nova Scotia & PEI

Canadian Mothers’ Union

NATIONAL PRAYER PARTNERS

The ACW'’s in the Diocese of Toronto are
praying for the ACW’s in the Diocese of
Ottawa.

The ACW’s in the Diocese of Algoma are
praying for the ACW’s in the Diocese of
Toronto.

Please send us your photos and
news of your women'’s activities.
Deadline for next issue February 11, 2026

COMMUNI
Website: www.toronto.anglican.
(under About Us / Departments)
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Some common traditions and practices associated
with the holiday season:

Advent Wreath: Lighting candles on an Advent wreath is a
common practice. The wreath typically has four candles, each
representing one of the four weeks of Advent. Sometimes
there is a fifth, white candle in the center (the Christ candle)
which is lit Christmas Day. A new candle is lit on each Sunday
leading up to Christmas.

Advent Calendar: Many families and churches use Advent
calendars to count down the days until Christmas. These
calendars often have small doors or pockets that conceal a
treat or a small item to be opened each day in December.

Scripture Readings: Reading passages from the Bible that
focus on the prophecy and anticipation of the Messiah is a
common Advent tradition. This can include readings from the
Old Testament, particularly from the book of Isaiah.

Prayer and Reflection: Advent is a time for spiritual reflection
and prayer. Many Christians use this season to prepare their
hearts for the celebration of the birth of Jesus. Some churches
may have special Advent prayer services or devotional guides
for personal reflection.

Jesse Tree: The Jesse Tree is a symbolic way of recounting
the genealogy of Jesus, starting from Jesse, the father of King
David. Each day, a different ornament or symbol is added to a
tree or wreath, representing key figures and events from the
Old Testament that led to the birth of Jesus.

Acts of Kindness and Charity: Advent is also seen as a time
of giving and helping others. Many Christians engage in acts
of kindness, charity, or volunteer work during this season.

Christmas Hymns: Singing hymns and carols that focus on
the themes of Advent and Christmas is a common tradition.
Many churches have special musical performances or choir
presentations during Advent

Nativity Scenes: Setting up a nativity scene at home or in
church is a tradition that helps focus on the central story of
Christmas—the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem.
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https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/advent-wreath-meaning-of-advent-candles.html
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/what-is-an-advent-calendar.html
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/what-are-advent-readings-and-why-are-they-important.html
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/prayer/pray-for-advent-the-best-advent-prayers.html
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/jesse-tree-meaning.html
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/classic-christmas-hymns-to-renew-your-holiday-spirit.html

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Friends,

Winter has arrived early this year. My grandkids are loving the first snowfall and can’t wait to play in the snow.
This morning, they got up early excited about the snow that fell overnight and wanted to help their father
shovel and clear their driveway! Oh, to have that love and exuberance for the small things in life!

| am looking forward to Advent and Christmas. | enjoy Christmas potlucks and attending holiday and
Christmas parties with friends and family.

Many of our churches have been planning Christmas bazaars and sales. In the Holland Deanery, we began
these sales on November 8" and they continue until December 21",

My thoughts also turn to those less fortunate than ourselves. Our Special Projects recipients is one way to
give at this time of year. Our theme is Food Insecurity. Each Archdeaconry receives $1,000 to disburse as
they see fit. In 2025 we are supporting the Angus Foodbank; Elmvale Foodbank; SHIFT (Support and Hope
for Individuals and Families Today); Youth Without Shelter; York Region Food Network; Feed Scarborough;
Hunger Patrol; and Kawartha Food Share. | know of friends donating to Fill-a-Purse and 360 Kids. The need
is great. More and more foodbanks, pantries and food closets find it hard to keep up with the demand. As |
mentioned in my National ACW Conference report, food insecurity is happening across the world with people
going hungry every day.

Throughout the year and especially at Christmas | give thanks for my family and friends. | am happy that we
live in our great country of Canada. Let’s enjoy our families and remember those in need, showing kindness
to the homeless and seeing their humanity, by being someone whose actions and words show kindness, and
by sharing what we have and by thinking about those who may be lonely or struggling now and throughout
the year.

Wishing you a happy Advent and a very Merry Christmas and all the best in 2026.
Sincerely, Janice Hodgson, ODT
President, Toronto Diocesan Anglican Church Women

Ecclesiastical Needleworkers

This year at Synod the Needleworkers decided to highlight the work we do making church linens. There was
a lot of interest and we sold a number of purificators, other small linens, and a number of the Chancel Guild
Manuals. There were also a lot of people who took a price list and said they would have to ask what size they
needed to get. Peggy Perkins and Ruth Briffett manned the table (and demonstrated some embroidery) and
were ably assisted in the afternoon by Enid Corbett.

Ecclesiastical
Needleworkers’
table at Synod.
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Chaplain’s Reflection

A Heart for Rural Ministry

| love ministry in all its forms — rural or urban — but
something special always tugs at my heart when I'm
serving in rural parishes, especially in places where
clergy are few and far between. My first parish was in
Schreiber, a small village about three and a half hours
from Thunder Bay.

When | was preparing to take Holy Orders and waiting
for my first posting, | remember praying, “Lord, have
mercy, please don’'t send me anywhere that reflects
how | treated my mother as a teenager!” | was certain
I'd end up beyond the ftree line, or fly-in community,
and perhaps never to return. But here | am, back in
community life, so perhaps | wasn’t that bad after all.
(A relief to both me and my mother!)

To live and serve in community is at the very heart of
our Christian calling. In a world consumed by so many
“isms” — individualism, consumerism, and isolation-
ism among them — the need for healthy, connected
communities has never been more vital for our
physical, emotional, and spiritual well-being.

Perhaps that's what draws me so deeply to rural
ministry: the opportunity to form genuine, enduring
connections with people, and to offer something
tangible to the life of a community. Rural churches are
woven into the very fabric of daily life. They are the
places where neighbours gather, where families
celebrate life’s milestones, and where people find
comfort, purpose, and belonging.

Rural churches host community meetings and
festivals, offer meals and companionship, and provide
care to the isolated and the vulnerable. They serve as
spiritual homes for generations, preserving traditions
and stories that might otherwise be lost. They nurture
faith, foster resilience, and reflect God’s love in the
simple, steady acts of everyday service.

Chaplain’s message cont’d

Even small congregations often demonstrate
extraordinary strength and creativity. When other
institutions close their doors or governments
withdraw services, rural churches often step
forward, filling the gaps with compassion,
mentorship, and practical support. Their ministry
extends far beyond Sunday worship, shaping
both local life and global mission.

Church choirs have helped form communities, in
both rural and urban Churches, and have long
been places where voices, and confidence, are
formed. Many of Canada’s well-known singers
began their musical journeys in church choirs:
Celine Dion, Shania Twain, K.D. Lang, Justin
Bieber, Deborah Cox, Michael Bublé, and Alessia
Cara, to name a few. You just never know who
might be sitting in the pews on Sunday!

In an age increasingly defined by digital
connections rather than physical presence, rural
churches remind us of what it truly means to be
community, to show up for one another with faith,
love, and service.

And at the heart of so many of these churches,
both urban and rural, quietly holding everything
together, are the faithful Anglican Church Women
(ACW). They seldom seek recognition or glory
but answer the call to serve, and serve they do,
steadfastly, humbly, and with grace.

Blessings
Rev. Canon Joan Cavanaugh-Clark
ACW Chaplain, Diocese of Toronto

“It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us
memories of goodness and thus to open doors of
hope.” Pope Benedict XVI
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SAVE THE DATE

The 2026 Annual General Meeting for the
Diocesan Anglican Church Women will be

held Saturday April 26, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
by ZOOM. More details to come in the next
newsletter.




NATIONAL ACW CONFERENCE REPORT

The National ACW Conference was held via Zoom by the Diocese of New Westminster on September 19 and
20, 2025.

The highlights of the conference included: the opening worship held at St. Cuthbert, Delta, with Reverend
Monte Tugwete (officiant) and the Key Note Speaker (homily) James Takaoka of Canada Food Grains Bank.
James spoke about ongoing food insecurity not only in Canada but across the world. Countries such as the
United States, the United Kingdom, Germany and Hungary are reducing their support for world hunger.

The focus of the conference was Ezekiel 36: 26 “A new heart | will give you, and a new spirit, | will put within
you; and | will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.”

Rosemary Kingston (New Brunswick) completed her term as National ACW President and Janet Pike
(Algoma) became our National President. Marni Crossley (Ottawa) was elected as Vice-President and
Margaret Newton (Calgary) as Secretary.

In 2026 a new treasurer will need to be elected so that the books can be “handed over” in person. Glenda
Peddle presented the September 2024 to August 2025 Financial Report which was passed with no questions.

A motion in 2026 will be made to revisit the recommendation to have annual face-to-face meetings every
other year and meet via Zoom on alternate years. We were asked to consider the motion over the next year
and to also consider a hybrid meeting using both virtual and in person and to bring forward both pros and
cons of each type of meeting for our 2026 National Presidents’ Conference.

Prayer partners were chosen and the Diocese of Toronto will pray for Ottawa while the Diocese of Algoma
will pray for Toronto.

The 2026 National ACW Presidents’ Conference will be held in person in the Diocese of Athabasca, Grande
Prairie, Alberta and the 2027 virtual conference will be hosted by the Diocese of Islands and Inlets (BC).

We heard presentations from our special guests: Michelle Hauser from the Anglican Foundation and Will
Postma, Director, Alongside Hope.

We had a discussion about the role of Anglican Church Women—who are we? Are we one or more different
groups focusing on different areas of church life, both in front and behind the scenes? There is a long list of
things we are involved in such as teas, sales, dinners, decorating the sanctuary, etc. We were asked to
discuss two questions: what do we want to be and why do you belong to ACW? My response is for friendship,
fun, laughter and support.

In closing we prayed: May the blessing of God Almighty, The Father, The Son, and the Holy Spirit rest upon
all our work and worship done in His Name. May He give us light to guide us, courage to support us and love
to unite us. Now and forever more. Amen.

Janice Hodgson, ODT
Toronto Diocesan ACW President

Advent Prayers for Each Week

1st Week of Advent : Prayer for Hope: Aimighty God, grant us the grace to hope in you with unwavering
trust. As we begin this season of Advent, may our hearts be filled with the hope that comes from knowing
your promises are true. Amen.

2nd Week of Advent: Prayer for Peace: Prince of Peace, in a world filled with turmoil, grant us the
tranquility that only your peace can bring. Help us to be instruments of reconciliation and harmony in our
relationships and communities. Amen.

3rd Week of Advent : Prayer for Joy: Heavenly Father, fill our hearts with the joy that comes from knowing
your love. May we rejoice in the good news of salvation and share that joy with others during this season of
Advent. Amen.

4th Week of Advent: Prayer for Love: God of love, as we approach the celebration of the birth of your Son,
help us to embody the love that He brought into the world. Teach us to love one another as you have loved
us. Amen.
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Jesse Tree

What is Jesse Tree? Jesse Trees are a very old Christmas Tradition and first started in medieval
times. A Jesse Tree is a way of preparing for Advent by journeying through the stories on Jesus's
family tree. Each day of Advent, read a Bible story about someone on Jesus’s family tree and hang
an ornament symbolizing the story on your Jesse Tree. As you decorate your tree, you'll see how

God prepared for Jesus to be born through many generations.
Where it is in the Bible:

Bible Story:
Creation
Adam and Eve /
Garden of Eden
Noah & the Flood
God's promise
to Abraham
Isaac
Jacob's Ladder
Joseph's Coat
Moses
Israelites and
the Passover
The 10 Commandments
Joshua and the
fall of Jericho
Ruth
King David
Solomon's Temple
Elijah and
Baal's Priests
Isaiah's 'Jesse'
Prophecy
Jonah and the Whale
John the Baptist
Mary
Elizabeth
Zechariah
Joseph
The Shepherds

The Wisemen

Jesus

Genesis 1

Genesis 2:4 - 3:24
Genesis 6:9 - 9:17
Genesis 12:1-7 & 15:1-6

Genesis 22:1-18
Genesis 28:10-19
Genesis 37 & 50
Exodus 2:1 - 4:20

Exodus 12:1-42
Exodus 19:1 - 20:20
Joshua 6:1-20

Ruth (Whole Book)
1 Samuel 16:1-3
1 Kings 6

1 Kings 18:16-39

Isaiah 11:1-11

Jonah (Whole Book)
Matthew 3:13-17
Luke 1:26-38

Luke 1:39-56

Luke 1:57-80
Matthew 1:19-25
Luke 2:8-20

Matthew 2:1-12
Luke 2:1-8

Symbol:
The earth

A tree with fruit or an apple
A rainbow
A tent

A ram

A ladder

A multicolored coat or robe
A burning bush

Alamb
Two stone tablets
A ram's horn trumpet

A sheaf of wheat
A six pointed 'Star of David'
The temple

A bonfire

A tree stump with a single branch
growing from it

A whale

A scallop shell

A white lily

A mother and child

A pencil and tablet

A carpenter's hammer

A fluffy sheep!

A gold star or the

three gifts or three crowns
A baby in a manger
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MY FIRST CHRISTMAS IN HEAVEN

| see the countless Christmas trees around the world below,
with tiny lights like Heaven’s stars, reflecting on the snow.
The sight is so spectacular, please wipe away that tear,
for | am spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.
I hear the many Christmas songs that people hold so dear,

but sounds of music can’t compare
with the Christmas choir up here.

| have no words to tell you of the joy their voices bring,
for it is beyond description to hear the angels sing.
| know how much you miss me; | see the pain inside your heart.
But I'm not so far away; we really aren’t apart.

So be happy for me, dear ones, you know | hold you near,
and glad | am spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.
| send you each a special gift from my heavenly home above

| send you each a memory of my undying love.
After all, love is a gift more precious than pure gold.

It was always most important in the stories Jesus told.
Please love and keep each other as my Father said to do,
for | can’t count the blessings or the love He has for you.

So have a Merry Christmas and wipe away that tear.

Remember, | am spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

Celebration of Women’s Ministry at St. Cuthbert’s Leaside

We were very pleased that Janice Hodgson, President of the Diocese of Toronto Anglican Church
Women, accepted our invitation to speak at St. Cuthbert’s Leaside in September.

It was edifying for the congregation in church and via YouTube to learn from Janice more about how the
Diocesan ACW was celebrating women’s ministry — with in person gatherings around the Diocese and
via Zoom meetings. The long-time motto of “worship, learning and service” is still being adhered to,
albeit in some ways that are far different from the not-so-distant past. Funds raised support Special
Projects around the Diocese. This year's theme was Food Insecurity and our local support went to Feed
Scarborough and York Region Food Network. As well, the long-established contribution towards funding
churches in the north continues. We are grateful for Janice’s thoughtful homily.

At St. Cuthbert’s things have also changed for us. There was a time when there were 7 separate ACW
groups operating under the ACW umbrella. We are now down to 2. No longer do we run the twice-a-year
church sales, but the sales themselves continue, with many of the committed organizers and helpers
having ACW roots. We also continue a tradition of a Women’s Dinner once a year. The food is “prepped”
by women, but then the men of the parish take over the serving and cleaning up. This year, there were
70+ women in attendance, with wait staff of 17.

Lorna Krawchuk for the ACW of St. Cuthbert’s, Leaside.
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