Vestry Motion Follow-Up: What you can do as a Parish 
(and as an individual)
Advocate:
· Write Prime Minister Carney, Minister Julie Dabrusin and your local MP.  You can use this template letter to get started: https://www.toronto.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Template-Letter-for-2026-Vestry-Motion.docx 
· Organize a small group from your parish or neighbourhood to meet with your local MP on this issue.
· Join a local environmental action group to learn more and get involved in climate action campaigns and solutions.  
Talk about it:
· According to climate scientist Katharine Hayhoe, talking about climate change and how it affects what matters to you is one of the most important actions you can take.  Look for shared values with your conversation partners, and talk about how the changing climate is affecting the things we hold dear.  The Canadian ecumenical coalition For the Love of Creation has resources for you to host a Faithful Climate Conversation in your parish – whatever level of engagement you’re at. Why not invite your neighbours! https://fortheloveofcreation.ca/resources/ 
Take action to green your parish:
· Do a walk-through energy audit of your church building, parish hall and/or rectory to highlight places where you could reduce your energy footprint.  You can find a guide to performing such an audit here: https://www.faithcommongood.org/guides-toolkits/ 
· Track your current energy usage (oil, natural gas, electricity) to establish a baseline from which you can measure the effectiveness of energy conservation measures.  Zero Emission Churches https://zeroemissionchurches.ca/ has forms where you can record this information to help evaluate potential energy solutions, such as replacing existing gas or oil-burning heating systems with an air-source heat pump
· Contact the Diocesan Property Resources department at propertyresources@toronto.anglican.ca if you are planning a major energy retrofit.  They may be able to suggest consultants who can guide you through the process and even connect you with sources of funding.
· Planting trees can be a way of symbolically and practically committing to climate action. The Anglican Communion Forest movement encourages Anglican parishes throughout the global Anglican Communion to plant trees and restore ecosystems as a sign of God’s renewal of creation.  Learn more here: https://www.toronto.anglican.ca/diocesan-life/social-justice-advocacy/creation-care/communion-forest-movement/  Many local environmental organizations and nurseries in our Diocese offer programs to support the planting of native trees and shrubs on residential and institutional land. Some you might want to consider are:
· LEAF (Local Enhancement and Appreciation of Forests) – working in Toronto, York Region and most municipalities in Durham Region https://www.yourleaf.org/ 
· Toronto Region Conservation Authority https://trca.ca/get-involved/private-land-grants/tree-planting-forestry/
· Credit River Conservation Authority (in Peel Region): https://cvc.ca/ 
· Green UP in Peterborough has a Native Plant and Tree Nursery and offers Little Forest Kits https://greenup.on.ca/programs/#all 
· Kawartha Conservation: https://www.kawarthaconservation.com/landowner-services/tree-planting/ 
· Lower Trent Conservation: https://ltc.on.ca/outreach-stewardship/stewardship/private-lands-stewardship/tree-planting/ 
· Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority: https://lsrca.on.ca/index.php/funding-expertise/tree-planting/ 
· Trees for Life https://www.treesforlife.ca/ 

Lower your personal carbon footprint:
· Calculate your personal carbon footprint: https://carbon-calculator.climatehero.org/ is an easy overview; https://arocha.ca/get-involved/climate-stewards-calculator/ is a bit more in-depth.  This should also give you some ideas of where you can cut back. 
· For more ideas to reduce consumption and waste of food, clothing and other consumer goods, check out the “Living Lighter” resources from A Rocha Canada https://arocha.ca/get-involved/green-living-resources/#livinglighter 
or the Lenten Fast for the Earth on our Diocesan website https://www.toronto.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Lent-Fast-no-date.pdf
· Churches can help support individual action in these areas, too!  Why not encourage parishioners to use carpooling and active transportation to get to church?  You could also host a Repair Cafe (where people bring their skills to mend clothes, toys, and small electrical items), or a clothing swap, both of which help keep unused items out of landfill.
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