Season of Creation Liturgy – Eucharist Service in the Garden
(contributed by the Rev. Adrienne Clements)

The Holy Eucharist
The Gathering of the Community

All stand. The presiding celebrant greets the community 

Celebrant:	The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all. 
People: 	And also with you.

Season of Creation Prayer
“God of unchangeable power, when you fashioned the world the morning stars sang together and the host of heaven shouted for joy; open our eyes to the wonders of creation and teach us to see all the things for good, to the honour of your glorious name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen															(A New Zealand Prayer Book, p 569)

Collect for Creation
Let us pray to God, 
that he will bring to fruition all that he desires for his creation.
You have created the universe by your eternal Word,
And have blessed humankind in making us stewards of the earth.
We pray for your world,
That we may share and conserve its resources,
And live in reverence for the creation
And in harmony with one another.
Father, Lord of creation,
Amen.

The Proclamation of the Word

A Reading from Job 12: 7 – 10

7 ‘But ask the animals, and they will teach you;
    the birds of the air, and they will tell you;
8 ask the plants of the earth, and they will teach you;
    and the fish of the sea will declare to you.
9 Who among all these does not know
    that the hand of the Lord has done this?
10 In his hand is the life of every living thing
    and the breath of every human being.

Celebrant:  	The Word of the Lord
All:  		Thanks be to God


Psalm 85: 10 – 13. 

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;
    righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,
    and righteousness will look down from the sky.
12 The Lord will give what is good,
    and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness will go before him,
    and will make a path for his steps.


A Reading from “The Serviceberry” by Robin Wall Kimmerer:

In a traditional Anishinaabe economy, the land is the source of all goods and services, which are distributed in a kind of gift exchange: one life is given in support of another. The focus is on supporting the good of the people, not only an individual.  It is a gift from the land. 

It is a kind of gratitude that is so much more than a polite ‘thank you’. It is a recognition of indebtedness that can stop you in your tracks – it brings the realization that your life is nurtured from the body of Mother Earth – the divine. 

Take a moment to think about the gifts you have received.  Enumerating these gifts, creates a sense of abundance, the knowing that you already have what you need. Recognizing ‘enoughness’ is a radical act in today’s economy. 

What is our response to the receipt of gifts; it should be gratitude and then our second response is reciprocity, to give a gift in return. To name the world as a gift is to feel your membership in its web of reciprocity.  It makes you happy. In the Anishinaabe culture, wealth is understood as having enough to share.

“We need to restore honor to the way we live, so that when we walk through the world we don’t have to avert our eyes with shame, so that we can hold our heads up high and receive the respectful acknowledgment of the rest of the earth’s beings.”


When we view the land as a gift where the givers are ‘someone’s ‘not ‘somethings’ consumers confront a moral dilemma. We, as humans need to consume, especially as we were not given the gift of photosynthesis.  What would it be like if we were to consume with the full awareness that we are the recipients of earthly gifts, which we have not earned. We are called to harvest honourably, with restraint, respect, reverence and reciprocity.  We are called to the Honourable Harvest. 


Gradual Hymn

The Gospel:
Reader: 	The Lord be with you.
People:	And also with you

Reader:	The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
People:	Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Jesus said: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and  he will be in you.” (John 14:15 – 17)
Reader:	The Gospel of Christ
People: 	Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ


Gradual Hymn

Intercessions

Creator God, teach us to see you
in the beauty of the universe,
for all things speak of you.
Awaken our praise and thankfulness
for everything that you have made.
Give us the grace to perceive that we are connected to everything that is. 
 
Celebrant: Lord in your mercy
All:  Hear our prayer

God whom we love, we stand before you with open and humble hearts. In our imagination, allow us to see and hear and feel the beautiful expressions of the earth, that speak to each of us - mountains, rivers, prairie, oceans, forest, meadows, trees, flowers. 

Celebrant: Lord in your mercy
All:  Hear our prayer

God of love, show us our place in this world,
as kin to all the non-human creatures with whom we share the earth. 
They came forth from your hand;
they are yours, filled with your presence and your tender love.
and not one of them is forgotten in your sight. 

Celebrant: Lord in your mercy
All:  Hear our prayer

Saving God, we give thanks for all human beings on the earth, 
Created from dust, yet crowned with glory,
Those we know and those who are strangers;
Those near to us and those far away; 
All of us beautiful, all of us flawed. 

Celebrant: Lord in your mercy
All:  Hear our prayer

God of abundance, we give thanks for the sun, for water, for soil, for air, 
on which our lives depend moment by moment.
In silence we are aware of our frailty, 
our complete dependence on our beloved Mother Earth 
who nurtures us and sustains our every breath. 

Celebrant: Lord in your mercy
All:  Hear our prayer

Creator God, we enjoy the abundant fruits of the earth,
Yet, we acknowledge that we in the developed world have often wasted the gifts of the earth, taking more than our share, leaving our sisters and brothers in other places in poverty and need. 
Renew our minds and transform us into servants of the earth, so that her richness and bounty will sustain, not only us, but generations to come after us.

Celebrant: Lord in your mercy
All:  Hear our prayer

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.


The Peace 
All stand, and the presiding celebrant addresses the people. 

You shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

Celebrant: 	The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:	 And also with you.



The Celebration of the Eucharist
(The Eucharistic Prayer – Enriching our Worship Eucharistic Prayer 1)


Offertory Hymn

Prayer over the Gifts:
Source of all life,
the heaven and earth are yours,
yet you have given us dominion over all things.
Receive the symbols of our labour and love
which we offer you this day,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Celebrant: The Creator be with you.
All: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Creator.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to our loving God.
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love;
you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ
and knit us into one body. 
Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. 
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels
and with the faithful of every generation,
we lift our voices with all creation as we say:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord,
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed are you, gracious God,
creator of the universe and giver of life. 
You formed us in your own image
and called us to dwell in your infinite love. 

You gave the world into our care
that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. 

Through Abraham and Sarah
you called us into covenant with you.
You delivered us from slavery,
sustained us in the wilderness,
and raised up prophets
to renew your promise of salvation.
Then, in the fullness of time,
you sent your eternal Word,
made mortal flesh in Jesus.

Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil,
opening the way of freedom and life. 
On the night before he died for us,
Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat:
This is my Body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore; we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again. 

Remembering his death and resurrection,
we now present to you from your creation
this bread and this wine.
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us
the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Grant that we who share these gifts 
may be filled with the Holy Spirit
and live as Christ’s Body in the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever. 
Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant:	 As our Saviour taught us, let us pray:
All:   	Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 


Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant: 	We break this bread
to share in the Body of Christ. 
People: 	We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

Celebrant:	These are the gifts of God for you, the holy people of God.
People:	Thanks be to God.

Communion Hymns

Sharing of Communion
All who see to serve Christ are welcome to receive the sacrament as a reminder of your baptism, or you may come forward for a blessing.

Going Out into the World

Prayer after Communion
God of our hope,
in this eucharist we find the source of all your blessings.
Nourished in these holy mysteries
may we, with our lives,
give you continual thanks and praise.
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

The Doxology
Celebrant:	Glory to God,
All:		whose power, working in us, 
can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation, 
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Announcements

Blessing
Celebrant: 	God the Father, who created the world, give you grace to be wise stewards of his creation. 
All: 		Amen.
Celebrant: 	God the Son, who redeemed the world, inspire you to go out as labourers
 		into his harvest.
All: 		Amen.
Celebrant: 	God the Holy Spirit, whose breath fills the whole creation, help you to bear
 		his fruits of love, joy and peace;
All: 		Amen.
Celebrant: 	and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
All: 	Amen. 


Dismissal
Lay Reader: 	Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation, and bring forth the fruits of righteousness. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People:	In the name of Christ. Amen. 

Recessional Hymn
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