Watershed Mapping Activity
(produced by the Rev. Andrew Kuhl, Bishop’s Committee on Creation Care)
Overview: 
What’s your neighbourhood? Who and what is in your ecological neighbourhood? One way to define our ecological neighbourhood is to reflect on our watershed. A watershed is an ecological region defined by a common outlet for water coming from rain, snow, and ground water, like rivers, lakes, or oceans. It helps to define a geographic region where the shared role of water helps to illustrate our neighbourly relationships. 
Some of our parishes will be part of one larger watershed (like the Humber River) while other parishes might be a part of more than one. In my parish, the Parish of Craighurst and Midhurst, we cover three: the Nottawasaga, Lake Simcoe, and Severn Sound.  Much like our parish boundaries, a watershed gives us space to reflect and think about who and what is in our neighbourhood and how that specific area is impacted and shaped by similar concerns. 
This resource is one way to build a shared understanding of the watersheds that connect your parish and ultimately the Great Lakes Watershed that connects our whole diocese. Over the course of the Season of Creation (or the number of weeks you choose to do this work), you will map your watershed and your parish at the same time. As you do this work together it might not be a perfect representation of all the features or concerns of your watershed, but it will reflect your shared knowledge and experience. You might find it beneficial to do additional research about your watershed or sub-watershed to help enrich the conversations and the reflections. 
While this resource is laid out as a week-to-week congregational activity (it could be done during coffee hour or in the time people gather for worship or as they depart), you could also take the time to run this as a workshop, walking through each of the steps one after another on a single day or evening. 
If you have ideas to adapt and change parts of this resource according to your particular needs, feel free to do so and let us know about how you made it work for your context. 
At the end of this resource there will be a few additional ideas for how to take this work further as a community. And hopefully you will be inspired to make additional connections in your community as well. 
Mapping your Watershed:
Supplies you need:
· A Map (A free county map, or a municipal map that is large enough for your community to work on together). It is helpful if it is in colour and you can see some of the defining geographical features and water features of your community.
· Markers (preferably permanent) to allow you to draw on the map, Black and blue preferable!
· Pens or pencils to be able to write on the sticky notes,
· A table or bulletin board large enough to work on over these sessions. 
· Sticky notes: 4 distinct types (by colour, size, or shape), each one to help identify concerns, neighbours, places of connection and hopes on the map.
Get Prepared:
Using a permanent marker draw out your parish boundaries and the location of your church on the map. Identify other prominent features in your neighbourhood as well. 
Prepare a Legend for each step of the mapping exercise that can be near by your map for giving instructions. A piece of paper folded in half can work really well! You can write or add each week’s step so that people don’t jump ahead and can go back and fill in the previous week if needed. 
Prepare a space for the exercise and begin to let people know that you are going to be doing this activity throughout the Season of Creation and each week you will be adding to the map. If you miss a week, you can go back and do the earlier steps!
Encourage people to talk, play, and get creative! Sometimes we can be intimidated by these activities, or they can feel strange to do but the more participation the better it becomes, and the conversations are part of the point! Allow for people to remain anonymous and use approximate locations for places. 
Celebrate and share the stories, use social media to communicate what is being produced together and what you are discovering!
The Sessions:
Week 1: Finding Ourselves 
Where do you live in your neighbourhood? Find a place that is home or work or a part of your community and mark it with a dot in black permanent marker. If more than one person lives there (or near that mark) add circles around that point. (It doesn’t have to be perfectly accurate but close to the area is helpful).
Legend Key: 
Dot = One of our places in the community 
Circle = an additional person shares this place. (keep adding circles for each person who shares that place)
Week 2: How are we connected to the water?
If you pour a bucket of water out in front of the place you identified where would the water go? What is the nearest body of water to that place? Draw a blue line from those place markers to the nearest water way. Add as many lines as people who identified the place where the water would go.  Also Trace the water way with Blue markers with arrows pointing the direction of flow. 
*Local contextualization*: This might be different depending where you are located. Is the waterway buried? Is it through storm sewers? Is it dry for parts of the year? Identify if there are particular points on that journey water would take if applicable to your nearest waterbody. 
Legend Key: Blue line: Water pathways from our places to waterbodies. And the waterbody we are closest to. 
Extra Step: What are the names of those water bodies? Write the names of those features to label them on the map. Are there indigenous names or other names for those water bodies? What do they mean or where did they come from?
Week 3: Where do we connect with Creation?
Where do you connect with creation in your watershed? Add a sticky note to the map indicating where you connect and how. (Here is where I garden, here is where I hike, here is where I notice the creek when I am driving, etc…)
Legend Key: Sticky note colour/shape/size: Places we connect with creation.
Week 4: Who’s my neighbour?
What animal neighbours share this neighbourhood? Where do you see them and how do they rely on this watershed? What plant neighbours share this ecological neighbourhood? Draw a picture (or add a sticky note with the name) where you have encountered these other-than-human neighbours. 
Legend Key: Sticky note colour/shape/size: Other-than-human neighbours.
Week 5: What’s concerning and changing?
What concerns do you have in your watershed? What are the changes that are happening to the community? Add another type/colour of sticky notes i for the concerns, challenges, and changes. (It’s ok if these concerns are connected to the geography, the waters, or our neighbours (human and non) as we are all connected by the watershed).
Legend Key: Sticky note colour/shape/size: Concerns, Challenges, and Changes.
Week 6: Where is there hope?
Who is caring for this ecological neighbourhood? What organizations and groups are at work? Who can you partner with or support in caring for your parish in this new way? Add sticky notes in a fourth colour or shape for these hopeful connections.
Legend Key: Sticky note colour/shape/size: Hopeful Connections





Extension Ideas:
By the end of these exercises, you will have created a fascinating map that overlaps your parish with the ecological world around you. Whether urban, suburban, or rural, you will hopefully notice some interesting trends. Where are there clusters of data? What stories are you noticing? What is changing in your parish or watershed? How do we respond to where God is leading in this place? 
All of this creates an invitation to a deeper discipleship, to an ecologically and locally shaped discipleship. So, what might it look like to extend the practice? 

If you want to take it further with a small group from your community or as a church here are some ideas:
Prayer and Spirituality:
1) How does this map invite us to pray for our neighbours, both human and non-human? What concerns are you praying about locally that are connected beyond yourselves to other communities?
2) How do you integrate your local watershed into your worshipping life? Where do your flowers come from? What decorations are local at Thanksgiving? How do you plan gardens and plants around your building?
3) What does it look like to worship in community with your watershed? Would you consider a hiking church or another outdoor worship experience? When you offer a blessing of pets service do you also recognize non-domesticated animals in the service? Do you celebrate a Rogationtide service and bless gardens?
Relationship:
1) How do you relate to the water bodies around you? How do you spend time getting to know them? How do they communicate what is happening around you? What are the ways they work for our ecological benefit?
2) How do you meet with to your neighbours (both human and non)? Do you go out bird watching? Build bird feeders? Plant native flowers? Hike, paddle, explore? What ways can you connect together and learn from creation in relationship?
3) How are you known by your local ecosystem? How is your church known? What can you do to change that relationship? If the forests, animals or watershed bore witness to you, what would they say? 
Action:
1) What areas of concern can you begin working to care for in your watershed? What organization might you partner with or what steps would you take together?
2) Is there a particular concern that is beyond your watershed that you want to focus on as a community? How might your community respond?
3) What are the changes and challenges facing your community that you might feel called to respond to? What planning meeting or local official do you need to connect with to express those concerns?
Study: 
1) Could you organize a bible study about waterbodies? Maybe use the baptismal blessing of the waters as a starting point and see what other texts about rivers and waterbodies come out what roles do they have in the story of God and God’s people? How does God continue to use water today?
2) If you are looking for a book study, Watershed Discipleship, edited by Ched Meyers, might be a good starting place. (If you find another feel free to share the resource as well!).
3) Look into local conservancy groups to learn more about your particular watershed and ecological region to understand better the work we are called to do. Invite your congregation to go and join an information night or see if you can host a community learning night. 
4) Look into the history of your area, what human changes have we tried to do that are affecting the watershed?  What is being done now to help restore or protect the watershed? 

